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I N D E X. 



[N.B .— In this Index the Figures following the Names of the Witnesses refer to the Questions in 
the Evidence; those following App., to the Pages in the Appendix ; and the Numerals following 
Rep., to the Pages in the Report. 



A. 

ACT 59 Geo. 3, c. 109. Information relative to the administration of the Irish fisheries 
under the Act 59 Geo. 3, with reference more especially to the beneficial results produced 

by the system of loans and bounties, Barry 3230-3252 Absence of any inspection of 

the fisheries from the termination in 1830 of the Act 59 Geo. 3, until the year 1836, ib. 

3253-3257 Decline in the fisheries immediately upon the withdrawal of the aid 

given under the Act, ib. 3258-3260. 

Act 1 # 2 Will. 4, c. 33. Administration of the deep sea fisheries of Ireland by the 
Board of Works since the passing of the Act 1 & 2 Will. 4, the sea fisheries having 
been previously under the Commissioners of Inland Navigation, Hornsby 3-6. 

Act 5 Sr 6 Viet. c. 106. Omission from the Act 5 & 6 Viet., of any provision as to loans, 
whilst it was a very barren measure generally as regards the sea fisheries, Barry 3291- 

3203 Reference to the Act 5 & 6' Viet., as the statute conferring the chief powers 

under which the Board of Works administer the fisheries ; sufficiency of the powers 
conferred, there being a want only of pecuniary means, ib. 4260-4266. 

Administration of the Fisheries. See Board of Works. Inland Fisheries. Inspection. 
Loans. Piers and Harbours. Trawling. 

Agreements between Owners and Crews. Statement as to the importance of agreements 
between the owners of fishing vessels and the crews ; ready means of punishing the 
latter for suddenly leaving the vessels, Sir J. Dombrain 981-989. 1025, 1026. 1055- 

1063. 1084-1087 Grounds for concluding that it would be difficult to carry out the 

provisions in the Bill, as to agreements between crews and owners ; advantage if agree- 
ments could be made binding, Andrews 1523-1531- 1688, 1689 -Approval of voluntary 

agreements between the owners and the crews ; advantage in the latter having some 
share or interest in the take of fish, Brabazon 2053-2056. 2168-2182. 

Concurrence of opinion in approval of the clauses in regard to voluntary agreements 
between owners and crews, Good 2445-2447 ; Stephens 2591, 2592. 2686 ; Barry 3456- 

0458 Further statement as to the importance of articles of agreement between owners 

and crews ; great difficulty at present as to continuous employment of the latter, Good 
2477-2488. 2504-2507. 

Disapproval of compulsory agreements between owners and crews, Barry 41 10. 4116 

Consideration of a recent letter from Mr. Forster of the Irish Sea Fishery Company 

at Hovvtli, accounting for the failure of some companies hitherto, and suggesting the 

adoption of compulsory agreements, ib. 4111-4118 Consideration of the clauses in 

the Bill, relative to agreements between crews and owners; expediency of a summary 
jurisdiction in the magistrates on this subject, Stewart 4827-4844. 

Recommended facilities for entering into voluntary agreements of a simple character 
at a moderate expense, Rep. vi. 

See also Crews of Fishing Vessels. 

Agriculture. Advantage of the combination of agriculture and fishing, more especially on 
the west coast, Sir J. Dombrain 878-881. 972-978- 1096-1098; Brabazon 1976-1979. 
2000, 2001 ; Savage 2981, 2982. 3078-3082. 3142-3144 ; Barry 3344-3351 • 3^55~3°59- 
3943. 4059; I-Ioshjn 5201-5203. 5247-5249 Exception taken to the view that agri- 

cultural and fishing operations can be profitably combined, Andrews 1310-1313. 1406, 
1407. 1696-1704. 
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Agriculture — continued. 

Approval of the people continuing in profitable employment in agricultural, rather 
than of their turning to fishing, especially on the west coast, Barrxj 357 2 -3574 — “ 
Decrease of tillage adverted to as an argument in favour of encouraging employment in 

the fisheries, ib. 4057 Valuable adjunct afforded by the fisheries to other sources of 

occupation ; constant employment on land being more desirable, ib. 4058* 4°59- 

See also Farming and Fishing. Wages. 

Allman, Professor George James, F. R.S. (Analysis of his Evidence).— Has had con- 
siderable practical experience in zoological investigations with reference to marine animals; 
has carried on dredging on an extensive scale for scientific purposes, and has often been 

engaged in trawling” 6000-6009. 6051-60.53 Supplies sundry data for the conclusion 

that trawling operations are not injurious to the spawn or ova of fish, and that the 
restriction upon trawling in bays and estuaries is unnecessary and objectionable, 6010 et 
seq. 

Circumstance of witness having frequently taken ova and spawn on the surface of the 

sea, 6016-6019. 6074. 6110-6112 Great uncertainty still existing as to the spawning 

habits of fish, and the locality of the spawning grounds, 6026-6032. 6038. 6044-6050. 

6055. 6059-6062 Probable advantage of a Government survey, or of an official 

inquiry into the habits of fish with reference to their occasional and sudden disappearance 
from particular grounds, 6083-6091. 6119-6123. 

Disapproval of a close season, 6108, 6109 Opinion as to there being no necessity 

for restrictions in connection with the Scotch fisheries, 6115-6118 Objection to a 

prohibition upon trawling within a five-fathom or a ten-fathom line, 6124. 

America. Circumstance of trawling not being known in America, the fishing being almost 
entirely by long line, Brabazon 1927. 

Andreics, William. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Has for several years devoted much 

time and study to the sea-coast fisheries of Ireland, 1263-1270 Is one of the trustees 

of the society for bettering the condition of the poor of Ireland, such society having for 
many years aided 10 promote the fisheries, 1267, 1268. 

More numerous small boats employed in the fisheries in 1846, than at the present 
time, though on the whole the fisheries were not then more productive, 1271. 1286-1289. 

1388—1393 Decline of the fisheries on the west and north-west coast, whilst on the 

east coast they have been prosperous, 1272, 1273. 1288-1290. 1388-1393 -Much 

larger number of persons profitably occupied in fishing in 1846 than at present, 1274- 

1285 Conclusion as to there being no decline in the quantity of fish around the coast, 

1286-1289. 1389. 

Capital of about 30,000/. at the disposal of the society, of which witness is acting 

trustee; how this sum was obtained, 1291, 1292 Careful inquiries made before loans 

are advanced by the society to fishermen, securities being required for the repayment of 
the money by instalments, without interest; absence hitherto of any loss to the society, 

1294-1302. 1305 Of the capital of 30,000/., half is tied up, and the interest only is 

available, 1297 About 11,000/. are now out on loans, in sums varying from 10/. to 

500/.; 1297,1298. 

Evidence as to the exceedingly beneficial operation of the loans in question in improv- 
ing the condition of the fishing population, and in developing the fisheries, 1298-1309 

Great good to be done by a large public loan, whilst little, if any, risk of loss would 

be incurred, 1301. 1306, 1307 Importance of the employment of large boats in lieu 

of the small ones formerly used, 1304 Immense increase in the number of fishing 

boats at Howth and Skerries, owing very much to the loans by witness’s society, 1304, 
1 3°5 Form of application to the society for loans ; provision as to security, 1305. 

Opinion that farming and fishing cannot he profitably or advantageously combined, 
1310-1313. 1406, 1407 Failure generally of all large companies established for car- 

rying out fishing operations on the Irish coasts; exception in the case of a chartered 

company with which witness was connected several years ago, 1314-133° Nature of 

the obstacles to the successful operation of companies, on the score of management, 

1 33° _1 34 2 - 

Further conclusion as to the beneficial results of Government loans, if made on the 
same principle as the loans of the Society for bettering the Condition of the Poor of 
Ireland, 1343-1347. 1374-1378 Grounds for the statement that there is a Govern- 

ment grant of 5,000/. a year, available under Act of Parliament, to the Irish fisheries; 
ever since the year 1830 this sum, though available, has not been drawn from the Treasury, 
1348-1373- 

Several places on the eastern coast where loans for piers or harbours would be very useful, 

1379-1384 Advantage of local and practical opinions as to the position and formation 

of harbours, before they are constructed by the Board of Works, 1385 Improvement 

if the administration of the fisheries were under a separate Board, 1386, 1837 

Advance 
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Andrews, William. (Analysis of his Evidence)— continued. 

Advance of several loans to fishermen at Dingle by the society of which witness is trustee, 

1393-1397- 1402, 1403 Great increase in the fisheries at Dingle since the removal 

of restrictions upon trawling, and through the loans received from witness’s society; 
recent communication to this effect received by witness from the fishermen theie, 1393* 
1397- H°4, 1405- 

Opinion as to good fishing banks existing in the Shannon, and in the estuary, 1390- 

14 oi Ready sale for all the herrings taken on the east coast, so that an extension of 

curing houses at Howtli and other places does not appear essential, 1408-1412— -Fur- 
ther statement that fish abound round the coast as much as ever, though in several places 
there is not the same capture as formerly, through want of means, 1413-1416. 

Great increase in the number of large and well-found boats from Skerries, Howth, and 
Balbrio-gan, now engaged in herring fishing on the east coast, and in mackerel fishing on 

the south const, 1416-1419 Practice of witness’s society to advance loans only to 

actual fishermen, 1420, 142 1 -Collateral and personal security on which the loans are 

made, 1422, 1423 Small proportion of the total number of fishermen who follow the 

pursuit all the year round, 1424, 1 4' 2 5- 

Opinion in favour of removing all the present restrictions upon trawling, 1426-1444 

-Much mischief done by small trawlers and shore nets in the destruction of fry, so 

that it mioht be found necessary to draw a five-fathom line as a restriction, 1426-1435. 

1445-1453 Spawning of fish, either in shallow water or on rough grounds, where the 

large trawlers cannot work, 1429-' 433 —Decided objection to the prohibition of 
trawling in the bays of Dublin, Dundalk, Drogheda, &c., 1439-1444- 



trawlin 

after war us, 1404, 1400- ■“toy “i'i * — - . ,• , 1 

end of September, 1456-1453. 1461-1464 Statement in further support of the conclu- 

sion that spawn and fry are not injured or destroyed by large trawlers, but rather by 
small trawlers, and by men using shore-nets and hand-nets, 1458-1480. 

Impracticability of the large trawl boats working where the fish spawn, on account of 

the depth of water and smoothness of bottom required, 1464-1469 Great inconsistency 

of the regulation permitting small vessels to trawl whilst large vessels are prohibited, 

1470, 1471 Description of the apparatus used in trawling, and of its effect upon the 

ground or sand; conclusion that any spawn in the sand would not be destroyed, 1472- 



Instances of long lines being injured by trawls; few complaints now made on this 

score, 1481-1483 Mischievous effect of the former restriction upon trawling m Dingle 

Bay, whilst ihe fish are now as large and plentiful as ever, 1484, 1485— —Enumeration 
of several places along the coast where fishing might be pursued successfully, 1406. 1499. 

1500 Very successful mackerel fishing lately by theKinsale men, i486 Prosperity 

of the Dingle fishing further adverted to, as owing mainly to the loans made by the society 
in Dublin, 1487, 1488. 

Numerous applications anticipated if there were a large loan fund available, 1489, 1490 

Effect of an extension of piers and harbours in leading to the provision of improved 

boats, 1491-1493 Much larger capture of fish on the east coast and at Kmsale than 

when there was double the number of men employed ; decrease of capture however, m 

many localities, 1494-1498 Great productiveness of the Irish fisheries in former times, 

when the Dutch and Spaniards paid for the privilege of fishing off the coast, 1501-1507. . 

Advances made by witness’s society to persons engaged in both fishing and farming > 
this system, however, is not encouraged by the society, 1508-1510. 1590-1596 -Utter 
inadequacy of the present inspection of the fisheries, it being absolutely necessary to have 
two inspectors constantly visiting them, 1511-1515. 1684, 1685 Importance of the 
granting of loans to proprietors for the formation of oyster beds on lands adjoining tlieir 

estates, 1516-1520 Absence of difficulty in the formation of oyster beds, 1521 

Advantage of branding in Ireland, if it be continued in Scotland, 1522. 1669. 

Grounds for concluding that it would be difficult to carry out the provisions in the 
Bill as to agreements between crews and owners; advantage if agreements could be made 

binding, 1523-1531. 1688, 1689 Approval of a consolidation of the fishery laws, 1532 

Advantage if the Bill were made more extensive; witness will submit some addi- 
tional clauses to the Committee, 1533-1536 Importance of large capital being 

employed on certain stations, though the expensive machinery of large companies is not 
desirable, 1 537“ 1 539- 

Great want of curing-houses for ling, of which there are large quantities off the coast, 
whereas there is a considerable import from Scotland, 1539. 1690-1695 -—Necessity of 
capital being represented and worked by local people, as in the case of Mr. Good and. 
other practical men, instead of by companies having a distant proprietary, 1542-1552 
Capital of i,oooZ. and upwards represented by each large trawling vessel, 1553-1555 
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Andrews, William. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

Large mackerel fishery at Kinsale, there being several capitalists there, and witness’s 

society having advanced some money, 1556-1562. 

Want of harbours for large fishing vessels both on the eastern and western coasts, 

1563-1567 Ample markets for the fish, and ample demand inland, capital alone being 

wanted, 1568-1572.1690-1695. 1725-1735- Insufficient protection afforded by the 

small piers now along the coast, 1573-1576. 

As regards the loans made by witness’s society, no interest is charged, 1577. 1 777 > 

1778 A small rate of interest might be charged on Government loans, 1578. 1 775— 

1779 Repayment in five half-yearly instalments, from the end of the first year, of the 

loans made by witness’s society, any difficulty being very rarely experienced, 1580-1583. 

1 653-1656 Opinion that no great difficulty would be experienced in administering 

public loans to the extent of all applications made, 1585-1587 Satisfactory informa- 

tion required by witness’s society before any money is lent, it being necessary to refuse 
many applications from poor fishermen, through the security not being sufficient, 1588. 
1662. 

Statement in defence of public loans to fishermen having small plots of ground, as 

distinct from any question of loans in aid of agriculture, 1590-1596 -Further support 

of the proposition lor removing all restrictions upon trawling, large trawl boats not being 

injurious to spawn or fry, 1597. 1 b 12 - 1670. 1746-1756. 1773, 1774 Expediency, 

however, of the Commissioners retaining the power of making bye-iaws for preventing 
mischief by small trawlers, &c. in shallow water, or within the five-fathom line, 1598- 
1602. 1612-1615. 1671. 1678-1683. 1747-1750. 

Objection to herring nets being shot in the daytime; in such case, any injury from 

trawlers should be at the risk of the net owners, 1603-1610. 1736-1741 Approval of 

power in the Commissioners to regulate the matter of dredging for oysters, 1611 

Protection to the fry by having a dose season for trawling between June and September, 

1616-1619 Good condition of cod, ling, and all round fish in the summer months, but 

notin winter, 1620-1623. 

Great promotion of the Dingle fisheries by witness’s society further adverted to, 1626, 

1627. 1650-1 652. 1 690-1693 Absence of curing-stations on the western coast adverted 

to in connection with the large quantities of fish taken at certain points; ready market 

for fiesh fish, 1628-1635. 1694, 1695 Want of harbours and piers, although the 

Board of Works may have expended 90,000/. for the purpose since 1846; 1636-1643. 

Total of about 23,000/. advanced by witness’s society from time to time, about 6,000 

persons having been benefited thereby, 1644-1649. 1657, 1658 Practical effect of 

the loans, that the fishermen are provided with capital in the shape of proper boats and 
gear, and have repaid ail the money at the end of three years and a half or four years, 
1 653 -1 bbi Very large sum which would probably be applied for, and could be bene- 

ficially used, if it were notified throughout the country that the money was forthcoming, 
1662-1667. 

Doubt as to the expediency of restrictions upon trawling, on the ground of injury to 

the lines of other fishermen, 1672-1677 Dissent from the views of Mr. Barry as to 

the necessity of fishermen holding plots of land in order to be prosperous, 1696-1704 

Contemplated employment of large boats on certain parts of the west coast, 1705, 

1706 Room for a considerable number of large vessels in the deep-sea fishery, so that, 

though the small boats might fall off, there would be no diminution of employment, 1707- 
1717. 

Conclusion as to haddock and other fish not having disappeared off the coast, but 
only changed their feeding grounds, 1718-1721 Contemplated large outlay on har- 
bours in only a few localities, 1722-1724. 1761. 1765 Doubt as to there being any 

cases of boats lying idle for want of crews, or through strikes, 1742, 1743 Impres- 

sion that the supply of lobsters has not decreased, while the maiket is good, 1744, 1745 

Further statement as to spawn and fry not being injured by the operation of trawling, 

save in the case of small vessels, 1747-1756. 1773, 1774. 

Special regulations of the Board of Works in regard to trawling further adverted to, 

as having been the result oflocal representations, 1757-1759 Importance not only of 

some large piers or harbours, but also, on the southern and western coasts, of small piers 
for the smaller boats, 1762-1764 Opinion as to the exceedingly orderly and peace- 
able character of the Iri.-h fishermen, 1766, 1767 Want of boats of about fifty tons 

for fishing for cod, haddock, and ling with hand lines and long lines in water of from 
sixty to eighty fathoms, 1768-1772. 

Andrews, Mr. Statement submitted to the Committee by Mr. Andrews in further expla- 
nation of the system of loans made by the Society for bettering the Condition of the 
Poor of Ireland, App. 316-319. 

Apprentices ( Fishing Vessels). Advantages of a system of training and apprenticing boys 
for employment on board fishing vessels, Good 2508-2510. 

Decided 
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Decided approval of a system of apprentices for the fisheries; facility of obtaining 
boys for the purpose from the workhouses, Stephens 0623-2625. 2688-2674. 2735-2747. 
281 1-2855. 

Ardglass. Bad state of Ardglass Harbour, Andrews 1382 Important fishing station at 

Ard glass, where the harbour greatly requires improvement, Barry 3838-3841 Want 

of repair to the pier at Ardglass Bay, which has been greatly injured by storms, Iloskyn 
5188-5190. 

Arklow. Letters received by witness from Archdeacon Redmond relative to the oyster 
beds and herring fishery of Arklow, and the measures required for largely developing the 
fisheries, as by an improvement of the harbour, and the adoption of a brand for herrings, 
Brady, 5521. 

Arran Islands. Good fishing grounds (or -trawls off the Arran Islands, Good 2294. 

Austin, Mr. Unavoidable delay in regard to the oyster license granted to Mr. Austin, 
MKerlie 813. ■ 



B. 

Ballinagoul (Waterford). Difficulty as to local contribution for the improvement of the 

pier at this place, Barry 4063, 4064 Return showing the state of this pier, and the 

estimated cost of the repairs required, App. 305. 

Ballinshellig Bay. See French , J. Townsend. 

Ballycotton (Cork). Doubt as to the original construction of the pier at Ballycotton 
having been radically defective, Hornsby 245-249 Sundry details relative to Bally- 

cotton Pier, showing its inefficiency and the importance of improving it ; reference hereon 
to a list of the casualties in the bay, Barry 3783-3794, and App. 284, 285— Recent 
visit of witness to this pier; bad condition in which he found it whilst the shelter 
afforded was very inadequate. Barry 3785-3789. 3820. 

Return showing the actual state of the pier, and the character of the repairs and im- 
provements required, App. 304. 

Ballymacaw Bay. Doubt as to the expediency of a new pier at Ballymacaw Bay, Sir 
J.Dombrain 1200. 1232, 1233. 

Bantry Bay. Statement as to the injury done by the trawlers in Bantry Bay to the 
trammel nets, Barry 4363. 4484. 4495-4505. 

Barry, James Redmond. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Is Inspecting Commissioner of 
Fisheries lor Ireland ; has been officially connected with the fisheries (or nearly fifty 

years, 3223-3229 Information relative to the administration of the fisheries under 

the Act 59 Geo. 3, with reference more especially to the beneficial results produced by 

the system of bounties and loans, 3230-3252 Justification of the bounties on account 

of the very depressed state of the fisheries at the time, 3240-3242 — -Very useful effect 
of the loans made under the Act 59 Geo. 3 ; injudicious course to which the non-recovery 
of so large a sum as 13,000 1. was chiefly owing, 3243-3251. 

Absence of any inspection of the fisheries from the termination in 1830 of the Act 

59 Geo. 3 until the year 1836; 3253-3257 Decline in the fisheries immediately upon 

the withdrawal of the aid given under the Act 59 Geo. 3; 3258-3260— — -Appointment 
in 1836 of a Commission of Inquiry; mode of constitution of this Commission, of which 
witness was a member, and character of the investigations made, 3261-3265— — Con- 
clusions and suggestions arrived at by the Commission, 3266-326S— — -Suggestions by 
the Commission as a body in favour of loans, though the Commissioners were not 
unanimous on this point, 3268-3272. 3304-3308. 

Adoption, in a Bill brought forward in 1838, of nearly all the principles laid down by 
the Commission of 1836, including a system of loans ; particulars as to the progress and 

ultimate failure of this Bill, 3273-3286 Omission from the Act 5 So 6 Viet, of any 

provision as to loans, whilst it was a very barren measure generally as regards the sea 
fisheries, 3291-3293 Contradictory evidence before the Commission of 1836 in re- 

gard to a system of loans, the tendency being, however, decidedly favourable to loans, 

3294-3303; App. 261-264 Reference to and explanation upon a certain Paper 

(App. 265-270) showing the views of Sir John Burgoyne, Mr. Radcliff, Mr. Mulvany, 

and witness, as set forth in 1844, upon the general question of loans, 3304-3308- 

Paper handed in (App. 270, 271.) containing a summary of the provisions of the Bill of 
1838; 3309. 

Approval of loans at the present time, provided they are judiciously and inexpensively 

managed, 3310, 3311. 3328. 3331. 3343 Deterioration in the moral character of the 

fishing populations, so that loans must be very carefully guarded, 3310. 3464-3466 

Great diminution in the fishing population since the famine ; exception in the case of 

443— I. A 3 islands 
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islands along the coast, 3312-3316. 3467, 3468 Conclusion that, on the whole, there 

has been a considerable decrease in the quantity of fish off the coast, and in the capture, 

33' 7-33 2 5 Effect of the better demand for agricultural labour in withdrawing many 

people from the fisheries on the west coast, 3326 -Increased employment at the fisheries 

on the west coast if proper boats and gear were available, 33 2 7- 

Beneficial results produced by the loans made by the Society for Bettering the Con- 
dition of the Poor of Ireland ; unquestionable security required, 3329-333 1 ——Approval 
of the erant of public loans in aid of local efforts or contributions ; suggestions hereon 

by the Commission of 1836; 3336-3340 Insufficiency of two inspectors for managing 

a loan fund in addition to their other duties, 3341, 3342. 

Evidence in favour of agriculiural pursuits being combined with fishing, the latter not 

bein»- practicable all the year round, 3344-3351 Approval of the men on the east coast 

following fishing pursuits exclusively, 3352 Want rather of landing slips on the western 

and soui hern coasts than of regular piers or harbours, 3353 _ 3356 Benefit to be con- 

ferred by inclined planes upon which the boats could be lifted by means of a capstan, 
3353 —Opinion favourable to local contribution as the condition of a grant for a har- 
bour ; objection, however, to which this plan is open, 3367-3364- 

Statement relative 10 the suppression by the Board of Works of various reports or 

suggestions made by witness as Inspector or Inspecting Commissioner, 3365-3387 

Reference to a Paper (App. 272-275) containing suggestions by witness in 1845 for adop- 
tion in the Report for 1844 ; entire disregard of these suggestious, 337 1_ 3374 Com “ 

plaini as to the suppression of a report prepared by witness early in 1863, when the 
fisheries were under discussion before Mr. M'Mahon’s committee; information and sug- 
gestions in this report on the subject of the salmon fisheries, 3375> 337® —Great trouble 
trouble taken by witness in preparing information for the Committee of 1863 in this 
Report, 3376— —Statement as to witness having refused to ante-date his signature to 
this Report, ib. 

Papers delivered in (App. 275) showing the suppressed portions of witness’s reports 
for 1865 and 1866; question hereon, whether any really important suggestions were 

suppressed, 3377-3381 Power exercised by the Chairman of the Board in regard 

to the omission of matter furnished by witness, and deemed irrelevant; different practice 
hereon of the present Chairman and of Sir Richard Griffith, assisted by Mr. Brady, 
338 i - 3387- 

Full occupation of witness’s time before the separation of the inland and sea coast 

fisheries, 3388-3395 Very efficient assistance now rendered to witness by Mr. Brophy^ 

in holding investigations, &c., 3394. 3414-3416 Obstacle to witness frequently 

inspecting the thirty-eight fishery districts now under Ins charge ; necessity in each case 

of an order from tlie Board before any travelling expenses are incurred, 339 6 -34 00 ' 

Limited good to be derived from constant inspection, unless there were power to remedy 
deficiencies, 3401-3404. 

Endue amount of work imposed upon Colonel M'Kerlie and Mr. Le Fanu, so that 

another Commissioner is much required, 3405-3408 Opinion as to the inexpediency 

of combining the sea-coast and inland fisheries under one management, 3409, 3410—— 
Conclusion as to the advantage of increasing the staff available for the coast fisheries, 
rather than of taking the administration away from the Board of Works and placing it 
under a distinct department, 341 1-3417- 

Conclusion as to the great facilities for oyster cultivation along the coast, and 

as to the expediency of encouraging artificial cultivation, 3418-3432 Suggested 

that trained persons, acting under the Board of Works, should advise proprietors in 

laying out oyster beds, 3423, 3424 Success of oyster beds at Clew Bay, and several 

other places, 3425-3432 Question considered as to the expediency of proprietors 

bcin« empowered to exclude other persons from planting oyster beds below low-water 
mark, if they themselves will not plant them ; objection, on the whole, to such power, 

3433-3445- 3496-3508 Doubt as 10 the expediency of public loans for oyster culture, 

io be secured upon the land, 3446-3455. 

Importance attached to the ! clause in the Bill providing for voluntary agreements 

between the owners of vessels and the crews, 3456-3458 Reference to a letter (App. 

281) from Mr. Forster, general manager of the Irish Sea Fishery Company, as showing 
the expediency of providing that crews paid by shares are not partners, 3457 — 

Peaceable and orderly character of the Irish fishermen, 3459, 3460 Doubt as to 

the non-development of the fisheries being owing to want of industry or energy, 3469-347*- 

Consideration of the prospects of success in the case of Mr. Reeves’ oyster beds in 

the Shannon, 3472-3485 Progress made in the case of Islandmore oyster bed in 

Clew Bay, 3484-3487 Great difficulty in obtaining seed oysters, 3488-3490- 

Reference to an order of the Board (App. 282) laying down a close time for oysters 

from Wicklow Head to Carnsore Point, 3490 Importance of the power of the Board 

to impose restrictions upon dredging, 3490-3495. 

Exceptional 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




BARRY. 



7 



Report, 1867 — continued. 



Barrrj, James Redmond. (Analysis of his Evidence)— continued. 

Exceptional instance of the Board of Works deriving tolls from fishery piers, 3509- 

3511 Transfer of ihe piers, when completed, to the counties; impolicy of such transfer, 

3512, 3513 Great impediment to fishing on the coast between Galway and Loophead, 

on account of the wild slate of the coast, 3514-3519 Injudicious construction of 

piers on the west coast by the old Fishery Board, many of them never being used, 3520- 

3527. 3557 Improvement of late in the herring fishery on the east coast and the 

mackerel fishery ou the south coast, 3528, 3529. 

Effect of the famine in causing great depression in the fisheries, especially on the 

western coast, 3530-3538 Statement as to the failure of a fishing station formed 

several years ago in the island of Valencia, 3539-3545 Particulars relative to the 

formation and failure of several curing stations established out of a Treasury fund pre- 
viously to 1848 ; 3545, 3546. 

Advantage in making public loans to the employers of labour, and to intelligent 

people, rather than to fishermen of the poorest class, 3547-3551. 3598-3600 Obstacle 

formerly, on the part of the landlords, to the establishment of fishing stations on the 

west coast; facility given at present, 3552-3556 Limited extent to which outlay on 

piers on the west coast is desirable, there being a want rather of slips or landing places 

for the small boats used off the coast, 3557-3574. 3660-3673. 3688 Great prejudices 

of the Claddagh men; injurious effect as regards the Galway fisheries, 3570, 3571. 
3610-3616. 

Approval of the people continuing in profitable employment in agriculture rather than 
of their turning to fishing, especially on the west coast, 3572-3574 Valuable opera- 
tion of the society represented by Mr. Andrews further adverted to, 3575 Pros- 

perous state of the herring fisheries on the eastern coast, the example of the Cornish and 
Manx boats having been very salutary, 3576-3579. 3617-3622 Advantage of en- 
couraging curing establishments on the east coast, 3580, 3581 Great importance of 

improvements at Howth Harbour; circumstance, of Ihe tolls received not being available 
for the purpose, 3582-3589- 3623-3659. 

Approval of public aid in support of private enterprise for forming a fishing establish- 
ment on the Island of Bofin, on the west coast, 3590, 3591 Benefits conferred on 

the west coast fishing stations by railway communication, further facilities of conveyance 

to market being much wanted, 3592-3597 Contemplated appropriation of loans 

chiefly for boats and gear, 3601-3604 Diminished capture of fish further adverted to 

as owing not only to decreased supplies off the coast, but to the habits of the fishermen, 

3605-3616 Reference to a memorial ( App . 282, 283) received by witness from 

Howth, urging the adoption of certain improvements, 3635. 

Decided want of additional inspectors for ihe fisheries, 3674-3679 Suggestion that 

in each province there should be a resident inspector constantly visiting the fisheries, 
and pointing out remedies for deficiencies, 3679-3687. 

[Second Examination.] — Long experience upon which witness has arrived at the con- 
clusion that the Irish fisheries have not been properly encouraged or cultivated, and that 
they may be made a source of national wealth and of extended employment, 3689-3699 
Examination in further support of the view that an independent Board is not desir- 
able for the fisheries, but rather an increase of staff under 'lie existing Board, together 
with an additional Commissioner, 3700-3713. 3797-3811. 3965-3967. 

Deterioration in the moral character of the fishing population since the former system 
of loans, and since the time o! the famine, further adverted to ; approval of a renewal of 

loans if properly guarded, 3714-3765 Unquestionable security upon which all loans 

have been made by Mr. Andrews’ society, 3722.3847,3848 Necessity of interme- 

diate persons for seeing that loans are properly expended ; approval of the coast-guard 
officers fulfilling this duty, 3723-3726. 3736-3748. 3799, 3800. 

Effect not only of the famine, but of the failure of crops, in the years 1860-62, in 
depriving the people of the means and appliances necessary for fishing pursuits, 3727- 

3734 Approval of assistance in the shape of loans to the class of fishermen engaged 

in both farming and fishing, 3749-3765. 3855-3859 Particular fisheries on the 

eastern coast, which are exclusively in a very prosperous state, 3766-3768 Want of 

capital to which the bad state of the fisheries on the southern and western coasts is 
mainly attributable, 3769-3771. 

Considerable improvement required both as regards piers and landing places ; entire 

dissent hereon from the evidence of Sir James Dombrain, 3772-3782 Great impolicy 

of the transfer of the piers to the grand juries or counties ; consequent neglect of repairs, 
3772. 3789. 3812-2821 Sundry details relative to Ballycolton pier, showing its ineffi- 

ciency and the importance of improving it; reference hereon to a list of the casualties in 

the bay, 3783-3794, and App. 284, 285 Recent visit of witness to this pier ; bad 

condition in which he found it, whilst the shelter afforded was very inadequate, 3785- 
3789. 3820. 

Document handed in {App. 286-292) containing details of witness’s investigation in 
434— I. a 4 May 
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May 1867, upon the subject of trawling off Bear Island, and the question of imposing 
restrictions for the protection of the long-line fishermen, 3795, 3796. 

Contemplated continuance of the present mode of administration of the inland fisheries, 

that is, separately from the coast fisheries, 3805-3808 Further statement in approval 

of loans to intermediate persons rather than to the poorer class of fishermen, the coast- 
guard officers being very proper persons to superintend the matter, 3822-3827. 3849- 

3853 Advantage of the example set by the Cornish and Manx boats on the east 

coast further adverted to, 3828. 3860-3866 Aid given to English and Scotch vessels 

as well as Irish vessels, by improving Howth and other harbours on the east coast, 

3829. 

Less capabilities of the western coast than of the eastern coast for constant fishing 
throughout the year, 3830-3834. 3867-3869. 3957 Large supplies of herrings for- 

merly on the west coast, whereas now they are chiefly found on the east coast, 3831- 

3834. 3868 Reference to Howth as the most important point on the east coast for a 

good harbour, whereas the expenditure on the harbour there is far short of what is 

required, 3835-3837. 3972-3976 Important fishing station at Ardglass, where the 

harbour greatly requires improvement, 3838-3841. 

Facilities of market on the east coast, 3842 Approval of tolls being levied, as at 

Howth, for the support of fishing piers, 3843-3846 -Practice formerly to charge in- 
terest on fishery loans, 3854 Opinion as to the expediency of encouraging not only 

fishermen who do not hold land, but those who do hold small plots ; in the latter case 

actual farming is not carried on, 3855-3859. 3881-3883 Very bad management 

which led to the failure of a company formed some years ago for fishing on the west 

coast, 3870-3880 Data for concluding that the supply of fish on the coast has 

decreased, 3884-3889. 

Probability of persons forming themselves into small companies for working the fish- 
eries if they could procure loans, 3890, 3891 Expediency of extending the Scotch 

branding system to Ireland, more especially to Howth, 3892-3894. 4°9°- 4 12 9~4 ] 35 

Reference to the op nations of the Deep Sea Fishing Company at Howth, 3893- 

3912-3916 Advantage of a Government survey of the fishing banks, 3895,3896. 

4102-4109 Difficulties between owners and crews further adverted to as capable of 

being remedied by a declaration that crews paid by shares are liable as servants, 3897- 
39 11 * 39 2 9-3932. 3998, 3999- 

Improvident and intemperate habits of some of the fishermen at Howth, 39 1 7> 39*8 

Witness has seen some 500 fishing vessels assembled at Howth, the scene altogether 

beinor most gratifying, 3919, 3920 Arrangements at Howth for the administration of 

justice; improvements required, 3921-3928 Less prejudice displayed of late by the 

Claddagh men at Galway, 3933-3935 System of bounties under which the Sligo 

coasi was formerly fished, 3936-3940 Practice of the Skerries men to act as carriers 

of fish rather than as fishermen, 3941. 

Instances of fishermen on the Scotch coast behaving very badly to Irish boats from 

Arklovv, 3942 Advantage of men on the west coast pursuing farming or fishing, 

accordingly as each is attended with profit at the time, 3943. 4059- Protection afforded 

to private oyster beds by means of licenses, 3944-3947 Difficulty at present in 

judging of the profits of oyster cultivation, 3948, 3949 Obstacle to providing the 

required harbour accommodation on the eastern coast by means of private enterprise, 
3953-3956. 

Beneficial effect of English fishermen coming to the Irish coast, 3958-3960 Great 

consumption of fish among the lower classes, 3961, 3962 -Very good system of curing 

herrings at Howth 3963. 4098-4101. 4125-4128 Probability of the English, Scotch, 

and Manx boats on the eastern coast being two-thirds of the whole, 3964. 4041 

Objection to uuiform regulations being laid down by Act of Parliament lor the different 
localities in regard to trawling, 3968-3971. 3988-3995. 

Explanation as to the Board of Works not having taken steps for the repair and im- 
provement of the piers transferred to the grand juries, 3977~3987 Expediency of 

improving the present department for the fisheries, rather than of constructing a new one, 

3996,3997 Distinct approval of loans direct to fishermen, if, by means of the coast 

guard or otherwise, it can be shown that the seeuiity is satisfactory, 4000, 4001. 4^4 2 , 

4043 Difficulties anticipated from a power to permit the formation of private oyster 

beds below low water and outside existing private beds, 4001-4012. 

Great increase of employment in the fisheries between 1819 and 1830, owing to the 

bounties and loans, 4013, 4014 Particulars of the expenditure in the shape of bounties 

and loans during the twelve years ending in 1830; 4015-4022 Concurrence of several 

authorities in former years in the view that loans are most expedient, 4023-4028 

Conclusion as to the great impetus to be given to employment and the capture of fish by 

a renewal of the system of loans, 4029-4037 Large import of cod, ling, and herrings, 

though abounding on the coast, 4038-4040. Prospect of success by the formation of 

small 
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small local companies rather than of large ones, 4044-4046 Probable success of a 

company at Hovvth, though they have incurred a heavy loss through paying the men in 
money instead of in shares, 4046-4048. 4117, 4118. 

Evidence relative to the amount and mode of appropriation of the public grants to the 
Scotch fisheries; great advantage of Scotland over Ireland in this respect, 4049. 4072- 

4082 Impression as to the French fisheries receiving very liberal encouragement from 

the Government, 4050-4053 Especial importance of curing houses on the coast where 

there are not facilities of transit, 4056 Decrease of tillage adverted to as an argument 

in favour of encouraging employment in the fisheries, 4057 Valuable adjunct afforded 

by the fisheries to other sources of occupation, constant employment on land being more 
desirable, 4058, 4059. 

Want of disposition in many instances to make local contribution towards piers and 

harbours, an official inquiry in the matter being desirable, 4060-4066 Improbability 

of the French Convention coming into operation on the Irish coast, so as to distrub 

existing regulations, 4067-4071 Conclusion as to the advantage of extending branding 

to Ireland, rather than of abolishing it in Scotland, 4083-4091. 4129-4135 Con- 

siderable aid given to the Scotch fisheries by the British Fisheries Association, 4092 

Slight expense connected with the introduction of a system of branding, 4096, 

4097- 

Disapproval of compulsory agreements between owners and crews, 4110. 4116 

Consideration of a recent letter from Mr. Forster, of the Irish Sea Fishery Company at 
Howth, accounting for the failure of some companies hitherto, and suggesting the adop- 
tion of branding and of compulsory agreements, 4111-4118 Great expense of fitting 

out herring boats, 41 19-4122 Concurrence in the opinion of Mr. Forster as to the 

want of fishermen’s houses at Howth and Kinsale, 4123, 4124- — Rare occurrence 

recently of strikes among crews, 4126, 4127 Profitable occupation of many boats in 

the collection of seaweed, 4136, 4137. 

[Third Examination.] — Reference to the Act 5 8t 6 Viet, c, 106, as the statute con- 
ferring the chief powers under which the Board of Works administer the fisheries; suffi- 
ciency of the powers conferred, there being a want only of pecuniary means, 4260-4266 

Disposition of witness in 1843, to have adopted some more active interference in the 

matter of trawling than was contemplated by the Commissioners, 4267-4371 Imposi- 

tion of the first restriction upon trawling in the case of Dublin Bay on account chiefly of 

injuries to long lines, 4272, 4273. 4289 Restrictions have been very generally imposed 

upon trawling in bays and estuaries, 4274, 4275. 

Policy of the Commissioners not to interfere with trawling except upon local complaint, 
and after due investigation and consideration of the circumstances of each case, 4276- 

4289. 4305, 4306. 4398 Complaints made of injury to long lines adverted to as one 

of the chief reasons for restrictions upon trawling, 4289. 4313. 4350-4353 Explana- 

tion of the circumstances by which the Commissioners were guided in allowing small 
trawlers to work in Waterford Harbour whilst large trawlers were prohibited ; report of 
Mr. Ffennell and witness on this subject, 4290-4292, and App. 293. 

Application made to the Board both by the long line fishermen and the trawl men for 
the removal of restrictions in Belfast Lough and Lough Swilly ; reason for postponing 

action in the matter, 4294-4297. 4420-4422. 4430-4433 ;-In consequence of the 

appointment of the Royal Commission, any action upon the subject of trawling has gene- 
rally been suspended, 4296. 4303,4304. 4420 Report delivered in {App. 293-302), 

containing particulars of investigation in June 1866 relative to the restrictions in Lough 

Swilly and Belfast Lough, 4297 Removal of some restrictions in Dingle Bay, after 

two local inquiries had been made; question whether such removal has been beneficial, 

4298-4301. 44.24-4427 Suspension of proceedings with reference to an application 

for the removal of restrictions in Donegal Bay, 4303 Recent application also for the 

removal of restrictions in Dublin Bay, 4304. 

Examination upon the question of trawling being injurious to spawning beds, com- 
plaints on this score being one of the causes of the restrictions enforced ; great difficulty 
in proving that injury is really done, the evidence on the subject being very conflicting, 

4305-4313- 4355,4366- 4390-439 8 - 4611-4616. 4627-4633 Probability of fish which 

enter bays in bad weather largely escaping capture through the prohibition of trawling, 

4314-4320 Long period for which restrictions have been imposed in Galway Bay, 

the condition of the Claddagh men not having improved ; the restrictions however have not 

been properly enforced,- 4321-4326. 4450 Very little trawling in Dungarvan Bay; 

great falling off in the fisheries irrespectively of the question of trawling, 4327-4330. 
4399-4403-' 

Doubt as to the less prosperous state of the line fishermen in Dublin Bay being con- 
nected with the restrictions upon trawling, 4331-4333 Conclusion as to trawling not 

interfering with the course of shoals of herrings in the sea, but only in the bays along the 
coast, 4334-4336. 4378, 4379 Dissent from the conclusion of the Royal Commission 

443 — I. B that 
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that there should be universal freedom around the coast in regard to trawling, without 
any power in a Central Board to make bye-laws, 4337-4339- 4343- 439 4416-4-1 '9- 
4451-4453- 4482, 4483- , , • . 

Conflicting interests of long line fishermen and trawl fishermen, there being much 
exaggeration on each side as to the effect of irawling, 4340-4356. 4465-4468 Opinion 
adverse to restrictions as a rule; each case should be decided by a Board, as at present, 

4343- 4391- 4416-4419. 4451-4453 Numerous instances of injury to the gear ot long 

line men by the trawling boats, 435°-435 2 Statement as to the great injury to lines 

and gear by the trawlers outside Dublin Bay, 4353* 4354- 4484-4488. 4586, 4587- 

Evidence in favour of a close time as a better restriction upon trawling thin 11 restric- 
tion as to place or depth, 4357-437 2 Approval, as an experiment, of permission to 

trawlers to fish in bays for nine months in the year, from eleven 0 clock in the morning 

till sunset, 4358-4369- 459'. 459 2 Statement as to the injury done by trawlers in 

Bantrv Bay 10 the trammel nets, 4363. 4484. 4495 - 45 0 5 Objection to a general pio- 
hibition, under Act of Parliament, upon trawl boats coming nearer than three miles to 
boats engaged in herring or mackerel drift net fishing, 4371 . 4373“ 4389- 4538-4544- 

Further disapproval of the transfer of the fishery piers and harbours to the counties, 
whilst it is very essential that the Board of Works should have power to take effective 

measures for their repair, 4404-4415 Paper delivered in (App. 303-305) containing 

particulars of the condition and state of repair of each pier handed over to the counties, 
4412-4414. ^ .„ - . 

Consideration of the question whether the Royal Commissioners were not ju*tiheci in 
recommending a general abolition of restrictions upon trawling, and in concluding that 
existing restrictions have not been effectual or beneficial; exceptions _taken to this pio- 

position, 4416-4453. 4465 etseq. Reliance to be placed upon the coast guard for 

enforcing a restriction upon trawling at night, 4454-4464 Expediency of some 
compensation to the coast guard for the vigilant enforcement of fishery regulations, 

4463- . . , 

Further reference to the very conflicting evidence given upon the question ot unre- 
stricted trawling, 4465-4468. 447i"4475 Increased facilities for the conveyance of- 

fish adverted to, as having removed one of the objections to an extension of trawling , 

instance of this at Galway, 4468-4470. 4545“4547 Natural dissatisfaction ot local 

fishermen when trawl-boats come from other parts and exhaust the fishing; grounds, 

4476-4481 Reported injury to the lobster fishery in Bantry Bay by trawlers, 4489, 

4 4QO— — Circumstance of applications for the removal of restrictions always coming irom 
trawlers, 4491-^4493. ... 

Probable reason why trawling is complained of in some bays and not in others, 4500, 

45 o 7 Further explanation in connection with the abrogation of a bye-law imposing a 

restriction upon trawling in Dingle Bay; comment on the evidence in this case, 45°° 

45!o Result of an inquiry this year in regard to the alleged injury by trawlers to the 

gear of long-line fishermen at Bear Island; amicable arrangement arrived at, 4520- 

4532 Importance of the power of making bye-laws in the matter of injury to lines, 

4527-4532. 

Limit outside which trawling in Galway Bay is not prohibited, 4533-4536— —Great fall- 
ing-off in thecapture ol fish at Roundstoue,4548, 4549- 4558-4569 , &ood h t sl , ier .V g r0,mds 

off Bofin Island and Clifden, 4550, 4551 Statement upon the subject of large vessels 

from the east coast going to fish on the west coast for a portion of the year ; question as 

to curing on board, 455'. 455 2 - 4558, 4569 Approval of the prohibition oi drift-net 

fishing For herrings in the day-time, 4553-4557 System of loans in force concurrently 

with the system of bounties, 4570. 

Constant collision between the line fishermen in Dublin Bay and the trawl-men it 
there were 110 restriction upon the latter during the months of November and December, 

4 r 71 _4=74 Advantage of an official inquiry into the habits of sea-fish, 4575 4500. 

4617-4619 — —Good trawling ground in Donegal Bay, 4588-4590 — —Estimate ot about 
1 0 Z. per ion as the cost of fishing boats, the gear and nets costing from 100/. to 200 <., 
4593-4597 Want of an improved system with respect to the repairs of piers and har- 

bours further adverted to; action taken in the matter by the Board of Works, 459 
4605. 

Statement as to its being admitted bv some advocates of trawling that grounds may 

be quite trawled out, 4606-4610. 4627-4632 Expediency of some reliable evidence 

being obtained in regard to the spawning of fish, 4616-4619. 4627-4638- Objection to 
prohibiting the use of seines in bays, though they destroy many young fish, 4620 — 
Complaint by trawlers that in bad weather the existing restrictions are especially pieju- 
dicial, 4.621- — Obstacle to trawlers avoiding the long lines, if well buoyed, 4022 
Difficulty in obtaining legal redress for injury to lines, 4623, 4624. 

Disapproval of a uniform close time, 4625, 4626 Reliance to be placed upon the 

coast-guard officers as a means of obtaining valuable records and statistics, 4030-4030 
0 — i— Limitation 
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Burry , James Redmond. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

Limitation chiefly to the east coast of the improvement in the fisheries within the 

last year or two, 4639-4641 Statement delivered in {App. 306) showing the relative 

position of the Scotch and Irish fisheries with reference to the aid afforded by the State, 

464-2. 

[Fourth Examination.} — Explanation as to the inaccuracy of a former statement by- 
witness in regard to his report in 1863, having been prepared with reference to Mr. 
M'Mahon’s Committee, there having been no Select Committee on the Fisheries in that 
year, 5674-5680. 

Barry, Mr. Paper submitted to the Committee by Mr. Barry in further elucidation of lus 
views in regard to the administration of the coast fisheries, and the amendments required, 
App. 307, 308. 

Bear Island. Approval of the line fishermen at Bear Island being protected against the 

destruction of their lines by trawlers, Sir J. Dombrain 1171-1184 Very good line 

fishing at Bear Haven, Good 2292. 

Document handed in {App. 286-292) containing details of witness’s investigation in 
May 1867 upon tiie subject of trawling off Bear Island, and the question of imposing 

restrictions for the protection of the long line fishermen, Barry 3795, 3796 Result 

of an inquiry this year in regard to the alleged injury by trawlers to the gear of long line 
fishermen at Bear Island ; amicable arrangement arrived at, ib. 4520-4532. 

Belfast Lough. Application made to the Board of Works, both by the long line fishermen 
and the trawl men, for the removal of restrictions in Belfast Lough and Lough Svvilly ; 
reason for postponing action in the matter, Barry 4294-4297. 4420-4422. 4430-4433. 

Report delivered in {App. 293-299) containing particulars of official investigations in 
June 1866 relative to the restrictions in Belfast Lough, Barry 4297. 

Bill of 1838. Adoption in a Bill brought forward in 1838 of nearly all the principles laid 
down by the Commission of 1836, including a system of loans; particulars as to the 

progress and ultimate failure of this Bill, Barry 3273-3286 -Paper handed in {App. 

270, 271) containing a summary of the provisions of the Bill of 1838, ib. 3309. 

Black Sod Bay. Capacities of Black Sod Bay in regard to oyster cultivation ; extent of 
culture at present, Savage 2995, 2996. 3045-3052. 3158-3161. 3211-3216. 

Blind Harbour. Great increase of employment and great development of the fisheries in 
the neighbourhood of Blind Harbour through the operations of witness. Savage 2909- 

2919.3023-3033.3134-3141 Check to witness’s operations through his inability to 

obtain leases of the land required for the fishing stations, ib. 2924-2929. 3134-3141 . 

3190-3197 Use exclusively of long lines and nets, there being no trawling, ib. 2934. 

2993, 2994 Purchase by witness of the fish taken, whilst he also advanced loans to 

the men, and provided curing stations, cottages, 8tc., ib. 3023-3033. 3134-3136. 3153, 

3154 Instance last winter when there was a great distress, of the men at Blind 

Harbour having been induced by witness’s son to fish in very bad weather, when a large 
quantity of fish was taken, ib. 3035-3037. 3098-3100. 3125-3133. 

Statement relative to some applications by witness to the Board of Works for the con- 
struction of 'landing-places or slips; grant eventually made in one instance through the 
instrumentality of Mr, Brady, witness paying one-third of the cost, Savage 2958-2970. 

2974. 2997-3009. 3060-3062. 3147-3150- 3 210 Lapse of twelve years between the 

first application of witness for a slip near Blind Harbour, and the completion of the work, 

ib. 2962, 2963. 3147-3150 The actual construction occupied about three months, and 

was properly carried out, ib. 3058, 3059. 3150. 

Further explanation by Mr. Savage relative to the time occupied in the construction 
of the slip at Blind Harbour, Ev. I2j. 

Board of Works {Ireland): 

1. Generally as to the Constitution and Functions of the Board. 

2. Evidence in favour of a Transfer of the Sea Fisheries from the Board, and 

of Placing the Sea and Inland Fisheries under the same Department. 

3. Evidence opposed to the foregoing Proposition. 

4 . Conclusions of the Committee in favour of a separate Board for the 

Management of both the Coast and Inland Fisheries. 

1. Generally as to the Constitution and Functions of the Board : 

Administration of the deep sea fisheries in Ii eland by the Board of Works since the 
passing of the Act i & 2 Will. 4, c. 33, the fisheries having been previously under the 
Commissioners of Inland Navigation, Hornsby 3-6 Appointment of the Commis- 
sioners of'Fisheries under the Act 5 & 6 Viet. c. 106, ib. 3. 7 Meeting of the Board 

for fishery business whenever occasion requires, ib. 25 Numerous and important 

443 — 13 2 functions 
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Board of Works ( Ireland ) — continued. 

1. Generally as to the Constitution and Functions of the Board— continued, 
functions discharged by the Board, irrespectively of the administration of the fisheries ; 
opinion that sufficient time is nevertheless devoted to the latter duly, Hornsby 25-33. 158, 

!5 9 There are practically but two Commissioners at the Board, besides the Inspecting 

Commissioner for fisheries, ib. 30-32. 

Explanation that the Board is under the control of the Lord Lieutenant and Privy 
Council, and is not amenable to the Chief Secretary or to the Treasury, Hornsby 105- 

110 Statement that the whole department of the Board of Works may be used for 

fishery business, Mr Barry having practically the management, ib. 150, 151 Similar 

powers of the Inspecting Commissioner to those of the other Commissioners, so tar as 
relates to fishery business, ib. 193, 194. 

Witness has been chairman of the Board of Works in Ireland for the last three years ; 
was previously one of the Commissioners for eight years, M‘ICerlte 289-293 -Multi- 

farious duties of witness and his colleague, no complaint being however made by them as 
to beino- over-worked ; relief if there were a third Commissioner, ib. 343"349- 4«3-4»7 
Annual report by the Board of Works to the Lord Lieutenant, 517-519- 

Numerous duties of the Board of Works further adverted to; question hereon whether 
the fisheries should not be placed under a special head practically conversant with the 

habits and natural history of fish, M‘Kerlie 623-633 Probable advantage of a separate 

Fishery Board for Ireland if it had proper funds at its disposal, ib. 757- — -Obstacle to 
the reports of the Board being furnished at the commencement of each Session, ib. 810, 
811. 

Undue amount of work imposed upon Colonel M'Kerlie and Mr. Le Fanu, so that 
another Commissioner is much required, Barry 3405-3408-— Approval of the present 
system of the Commissioners reporting to Parliament indirectly, through the Lord 
Lieutenant, Stewart 4762-4764. 

2. Evidence in favour of a Transfer of the Sea Fisheries from the Board, and of 
placing the Sea and Inland Fisheries under the same Department : 

Onerous duties now devolving on the Board of Works, so that it would be well to 
remove the fisheries from them altogether and place them under a distinct department, 

Sir J. Dombrain 921-924 Improvement if the administration of the fisheries were 

under a seperate Board, Andrews 1386, 1387 The Board of Works should be relieved 

of the charge of the fisheries altogether, Brabazon 2140. 

Concurrence of opinion as to the advantage in transferring the sea fisheries from the 
Board of Works, and placing them under the same Board as the Inland Fisheries, Sir J. 
Dombrain J072 ; Brabazon 2128, 2129 ; Brady 53 00- 53°3- 539^ - 54 20 » an( ^ App. 315. 

Absurdity involved in placing the sea fisheries under the Board of Works, 

5399-5405 Onerous duties of the Commissioners irrespectively of the fisheries, ib. 

5409-5411. 

Expediency of a small Board of paid Commissioners for administering the Irish’, fisheries, 
with power to make bye-laws suitable for the different localities, Hon. n. F. Primrose 
5699-5703. 5740-5745- 



3. Evidence opposed to the foregoing Proposition : 

Exceptions taken to the proposed transfer of the sea fisheries from the Board of Works, 
with a view to their being administered in common with the inland fisheries by a com- 
bined Board, Barry 3409, 3410. 3805-3808 ; Stewart 4703-4708. 4746-4750 Con- 

clusion as to the advantage of increasing the staff available for the coast fisheries, rather 
than of taking the administration away from the Board of Works, and placing it under 
a distinct department, Barry 34 1 1—34 1 7- 

Examination in further support of the view that an independent Board is not desirable 
for the fisheries, but rather an increase of staff under the existing Board, together with 
an additional Commissioner, Barry 3700-37 13. 3797“38 n . 3965-3967 Expediency 
of improving the present department for the fisheries rather than of constructing a new 
one, ib. 3996, 3997. 



Witness considers that there is no necessity at all for the Bill before the Committee, 
or for the new svsiem of administration of the fisheries proposed by the Bill, Stewart 

4649-4659 Disadvantage in transferring the administration of the fisheries from the 

present experienced Commissioners to a new and separate Board, whilst the increase of 
expense thereby would be considerable, ib. 4651 . 4654-4658- 47°7- 4749-j fi ei ! st V te “ 

ment in disapproval of the appointment of the new Commissioners for the coast ti>heries; 
adequacy of the present Board for the purpose, if there were two or three inspectors, ib. 
4685-4697. 4790-4792. 



4. Conclusions 
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Board of Works (Ireland)— continued. 

4. Conclusions of the Committee in favour of a separate Board for the Manage- 
ment of both the Coast and Inland Fisheries : 

Reference to the variety and importance of the numerous functions which the Board 
have at present to discharge, Rep. vii Grounds for strongly recommending an amal- 
gamation of the sea coast and inland fisheries under one Board, ib. The amalgamated 

Board should consist of three Commissioners, one of them to be an engineer of not less 
than seven years’ standing ; necessity also of a sufficient number of inspectors and other 
officers, ib. 

Important advantages anticipated from the constitution of a competent Board for the 
management of both the sea coast and inland fisheries, and possessed of adequate powers, 
Rep. vii. 

See also Inland Fisheries. Inspection. Loans. Piers and Harbours. Re- 
ports of Mr. Barry. Trawling. 

Boats and Gear -. 

1. Diminution and Deterioration since the time of the Famine. 

2. Great Want of proper Boats and Gear as a Cleans of Increased Employ- 

ment. 

3. Character and Cost of the Boats now in use ; Importance of Large Ves- 

sels. 

1. Diminution and Deterioration since the time of the Famine : 

Evidence as to the great deterioration and diminution in the boats and gear since the 

time of the famine, Hornsby 84—88; Sir J. Dombrain 846-849. 856-859 More 

numerous small boats employed in the fisheries in 1846 than at the present time, 
though on the whole the fisheries were not then more productive, Andrews 1271. 1286-1289. 

1388-1393 Want of proper boats and gear adverted to; the result being that numbers’ 

of the coast population have been obliged to give up fishing pursuits, Brabazon 1 888— 
1890. 

Effect not only of the famine, but of the failure of crops in the year 1860-62, in 
depriving the people of the means and appliances necessary for fishing pursuits, Barry 

3727-3734 Depressed condition of the Irish fishermen ever since witness has known 

them, this being owing probably more to want of proper boats and gear than anything 
else, Hoskyn 5125-5136. 5167-5181. 

Employment of 19,883 vessels and boats in 1846, whilst in 1866 the number was only 

9,444 , JRep. iv Large number of men who, owing to the pressure of want consequent 

on the famine, were unable to keep their boats and gear in repair, or to replace them 
when lost, ib. 

• 2 . Great Want of proper Boats and Gear as a Means of Increased Employment: 

Increased employment in the fisheries if the people had opportunity of obtaining the 

proper appliances, Sir J . Dombrain 860 Opinion that tackle and fishing gear are 

more wanting than boats, ib. 1105 Obstacle to fishing some banks out at sea on 

account of the want of large boats, Brabazon 1924, 1925. 1997-' 999 Large number 

of people along the coast who would follow fishing pursuits, but for their inability to 
provide proper boats and gear, Good 2301-2303. 

Increased employment at the fisheries on ihe west coast if proper boats and gear were 

available, Barry 3327 Want of boats and gear to which the present depression at 

Clifden, &c. is owing so that loans to the fishermen would have a most beneficial effect. 

Hart 4159-4167. 4186-4194 Want of an improved class of boat on different parts of 

the coast, Hoskyn 5217-5221. 5225-5232. 5236 Much larger capture if proper boats 

were available, Brady 5604-5611. 

Necessity of larger and better equipped boats in order properly to develop the fisheries, 
B e p . v Depression consequent on the want of proper boats and gear, ib. 

3 . Character and Cost of the Boats now in use; Importance of Large Vessels: 

Improved class of boats built for the herring fishery at Howth and other places, 

M‘Kerlie 525-528 Importance of the employment of large boats in lieu of the small 

ones formerly used, Andretvs 1304 Capital 'of 1,000 l. and upwards represented by 

each large trawling vessel, ib. 1553-1555 Contemplated employment of large boats 

on certain parts of the west coast, ib. 1705, 1706. 

Room for a considerable number of large vessels in the deep-sea fishery, so that though 
the small boats might fall off, there would be no diminution of employment, Andrews 

1707-1717 Want of boats of about 50 tons for fishing for cod, haddock, and ling 

with hand-lines and long lines in water of from 60 10 80 fathoms, ib. 1768-1772 Im- 

proved class of boats employed by the fishermen of France, Holland, &c\, Brabazon 
2068-2072. 

443-I. n 3 Size 
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Boats and Gear — continued. 

3. Character and Cost of the Boats now in use ; frn.— continued. 

Size of witness’s vessels; the tonnage is about twice as large as it was 24 years ago, 

Good 220Q, 2210. 2234, 2235 Average of about 10 1. per ton as the cost of a trawler, 

the sails and ropes costing about 2 1. or 2 1. 5 s. a ton, ib. 2.213-2217— Much larger 
boats now employed in trawling than formerly ; possession of three such b >ats by witness, 

Stephens 2548-2553 Great expense of fitting out herring boats, Barry 4119-4122 

-Estimate of about 10 1 per ton as the cost of fishing boats, the gear and nets costing 

from 100/. to 200 1, ib. 4593 “4597- 

See also Capital. East Coast. Famine. Loans. 

Bofin Island Immense take of fish at Innisbofin Island off the Mayo coast about six 

years a<m, Sir J. Dombrain 949-952. 1049-1052 Approval of public aid in support 

bf private enterprise for forming a fishing establishment on the Island of Bofin on the 

west coast, Barry 3590, 3591 Good fishm S grounds off Bofin Island and Ciifden, 

ib. 455°> 455 1 • 

Bounties. Effect of the withdrawal of bounties in causing long-line fishermen to adopt the 

system of trawling, Brabazon 1783 Large fishery formerly at tl - 15, -~ ~ T ~ ' 

and other places before the bounties on certain round fish were ' 



Ennis Kea Bank 
ithdrawn, ib. 1993- 



1997. 

Beneficial operation of the bounties and loans under the Act 59 Geo. 3, Barry 3235- 

o 24 2 J ustification of the bounties on account of the very depressed state of the fisheries 

at the lime, ib. 3240-3242 Decline in the fisheries immediately upon the withdrawal 

of the aid given under the Act 59 Geo. 3, ib. 3258-3260 Particulars of the expendi- 

ture in the shape of bounties and loans during the twelve years ending in 1830, *6,4015- 
40 . 22 Three different kinds of bounty in operation, ib. 4022. 

Extracts from reports of the former Commissioners of Fisheries, showing the beneficial 
operation of the system of bounties, Ev. 168-170. 

Extract from report from the Irish Fishery Board to the Treasury in March 1824, 
objecting to a sudden withdrawal of the bounties, Ev. 171. 

Great blow to the fisheries by the withdrawal of the bounties and loans in 1830, Brady 

5310. 5443-5445- 5539“554i. 5650-5654 Disapproval of bounties as compared with 

loans, ib. 5539-5541- 5617-5620. 

Brabazon, Captain Wallop. (Analysis of his Evidence.)-Has devoted considerable atten- 
tion to the subject of the sea-coast fisheries of Ireland, 1780, 1781 Conclusion that 

on the eastern coast the gradual decrease in the supply of fish is owing to the grounds 

havino- been over-trawled, 1782-1793 Great extent of ground over which ihe trawlers 

work, “1791 Belief that the fish were formerly caught in large numbers on feeding- 

beds/ which have been rooted up by the trawls, 1792. 

Effect of trawling in disturbing and destroying the spawn and spat, as well as the 
animalcule or food of the fish; examination hereon as to wuness’s data for concluding 
that fish spawn upon sand over which the trawlers work, 1792. 1813-18.58 -—Decrease 
in the number of trawlers on the eastern coast, and in the quantity of fish caught ; 

exception as regards herrings, 1793-1802 Limited interference of the trawlers with 

the herring fisheries, 1800-1808 Approval of the ten-faihom line as the limit within 

which trawling should be prohibited, 1809-1812. 

Belief as to the satisfactory state of the fishery in Dundalk Bay, where trawling has 

for some time been prohibited, 1859-1867. 2081 Feeling of the hook-line fishermen 

at Dundalk, that if there were no restriction upon trawling in the bay they must go to 
the workhouse ; non-objection by them if there were but two trawlers, 1865-1871. 1946, 
K)47 Opinion as to the line fishing in Dublin Bay having improved since the pro- 

hibition upon trawling, 1872-1875— Very bad state of the Galway fisheries at the time 
of the restriction upon trawling, 1876-1879. 

Statement that the prohibition of trawling in Dingle Bay was removed irrespectively of the 

desire of the line fishermen, 1880, 1881 Circumstance of the Claddagh men not having 

attended the inquiry at Galway upon the question of trawling, 1881 Doubt as to fish 

coming into the bays and harbours during storms, 1883-1885 Probability of some 

fish escaping capture in bays through the prohibition upon the larger trawlers coming in, 
1886, 1887. 

Want of proper boats and gear adverted to ; the result being that numbers of the coast 
population have been obliged to give up fishing pursuits, 1888-1890— —Immense good 

to be done bv a system of loans, 1890. 1948-1954 Great capabilities m Ireland for 

the cultivation of oysters, 1891-1893 Important advantage of a Cr .wn brand for 

herrings, 1894 Benefits anticipated from the establishment of curing-houses by 

Government; they would pay their expenses, 1895-1897. 1959-1962. 2101. 

Large fishing grounds off the north-western coast where a system of loans would 
be very beneficial, 1900-1902 Great waste by the immense quantity of spawn or roe 
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JBrabazon, Captain Wallop. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 
taken out of cod fish when spent, 1906. 1990. 2025, 2026 Further evidence in sup- 

port of the conclusion that fish deposit their spawn in the sand, and that such spawn is 

destroyed in large quantities by the trawling nets, 1907-1925. 1935—1941 Obstacle 

to fishing some banks out at sea on account of the want of large boats, 1924, 1925. 1 997 — 
1999- 

Inference as to the increase of fish in those places where trawling has been prohibited, 

1926-1929 Instance of trawling in very shallow water in order to gei bait for long- 

line fishing, 1930 Reference to forty or forty-five fathoms as the extreme depth to 

which trawling could satisfactorily be carried, 1931-1934 Usefulness of a society in 

Dublin which makes loans to fishermen ; difficulty on the score of security, 1949-1951. 

2057-2060 Check through the coast guard in regard to ihe security for Government 

loans, 1952. 2060. 

Expediency of extending branding to Ireland, rather than of abolishing it in Scotland, 

1955, 195b- 2097-2099 Excellent facilities at Hovvth, so that it is the great depot of 

the herring fishery, 1957-1966. 1975 Advantage of a jetty or landing pier through 

the middle of Howth harbour, 1967, 1968 Undue outlay required in order to make the 

Skerries a good fishing harbour and station, 1969-1971 Several places along the 

coast where a small outlay would place the piers and harbours in good condition, 1972, 

1 973 Means of repaying the money expended on piers and harbours, 1973, 1974. 

Contemplated combination of farming pursuits and fishing operations, it being imprac- 
ticable to fish throughout the year, 1976-1979. 2000,2001 Very good fishing in 

Clew Bay ; obstacle to trawling there, 1980-1984 Inadequacy of a close season as a 

protection against the ill effects of trawling, 1985, 1986 Great injury to the fisheries 

through the immense destruction of small or immature fish taken in the trawling nets, 

1985-1990. 2073-2075 Large fisheries formerly at the E-mis Kea bank aivl oilier 

places, before the bounties on certain round fish were withdrawn, 1993—1997. 

Suggestions for the employment of a larger and improved description of boats on the 
west coast, to be fitted out by companies or individuals on the east coast, 2001-2008- 

2100-2106 Difficulty on the western coast on account of the want of harbours for 

large boats provided locally, 2008. 2013-2015 Means to be provided on board 

the boats for curing the fish, 2009-2012. 2043 Further statement that witness is not 

opposed to trawling, except within the ten-fathom line, or in spawning bays and shoal 

grounds, 2016-2022. 2107. 21 10-2120 Good trawling ground over the whole of the 

Irish Sea, 2021. 

Approval of the present rules of the Board of Works on the subject of trawling on the 
east coast, 2023. 2183 Instances at Howth, Kingstown, and Galway of large destruc- 
tion of lines through the trawlers going over them, 2023. 2121. 2183, 2184 Good 

supply of fish formerly in Dundrum Bay where trawling is prohibited, 2023, 2024 

Expediency of a close season for the protection of cod fish, 2025-2027 Conclusion 

as to the great falling off in the supply of haddock, 2028, 2029 Improvement of the 

feeding grounds if not disturbed by trawls, 2030 Large fishery going on in Dublin 

Bay, the feeding ground there being protected, 2031-2033 Disapproval of restrictions 

upon shooting herring nets in the day time, 2035-2038. 

Expediency of a fishing police, the coast-guard men being the proper persons for the 

purpose, 2039, 2040 Fiiness of Sligo Bay as a fishing station for large boals, 2041- 

2044. 2100, 2101 Question whether companies or individuals could best provide the 

large boats required on the west coast, 2044 Probability of loans being no longer 

required after the boats and gear were once put in proper order, 2049-2052 Approval 

of voluntary agreements between the owners and the crews ; advantage in the latter having 
some share or interest in the take of fish, 2053--2056. 2168-2182. 

Advantage of a Government inquiry into the habits of fish, 2061-2064 C rcu in- 

stances under which Government should build curing houses, or should advance money 

to others for the purpose, 2065-2067 Good effect to be produced by curing houses in 

Sligo Bay, 2067. 2100, 2101 Improved class of boa s employed by the fishermen of 

France, Holland, &c., 2068-2072 Chief object of the proposed restrictions upon 

trawling that the long-line fishermen may obtain fish enough for the local demand, 2076- 
2081. 

Precise way in which the operation of trawling destroys the spawn and injures the 

feeding grounds, 2082-2086. 2131-2135 Circumstance of the English trawlers not 

working in-shore as the Irish trawlers do, 2087-2090 Effect of the large herring 

shoals oft' Howth in causing other fish to frequent the place, 2090, 2091 Large waste 

of cod spawn further adverted to, the fish itself being sold in an unfit state ; these art- 

taken chiefly with long lines, 2093-2095 Conclusion further expressed as to fish 

spawning in the sand, and not on the surface, 2096. 2131 Opinion that cod is in best 

season in the winter, 2108, 2109. 

Doubt as to the steam boats having anything to do with the supply of fish in Dublin 
Bay, 21 13 Suggestions as to the mode of enforcing a ten fathom line for trawling, 

443 — I* wk b 4 that 
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Brabazon, Captain Wallop. (Analysis of his Evidence)— contmuei. 

that is by drawing it from headland to headland, 2114-2121. 2203-2205 Approval 

of trawling in dee? bays, such as Galway, Dingle, 4c., 2118-2120. 220 3 -220 s --Good 
effect of the prohibition upon trawling on the east coast, proceedings at law being tie- 

quently taken! 2122-2124. 2129, 2130. 2183 Opinion as to the supply of fish in 

Dublin Bay not having fallen off to any great extent, 2124-2128. 

Increase of staff required for the proper administration of the fisheries, 2136, 2137-— 
Expediency of the inland and sea-coast fisheries being under one Board, independent of 
the Board ofWorks, and composed of practical men, 2138, 2139. 

Benefit anticipated from the formation of small fishing companies, if encouraged by a 

system of loans, 2141-2148- 2168-2170 Large decrease of employment in fishing 

adverted to with reference to the question of diminution in the supply of fish, 2149-2107 

Great injury to herring nets, &.C., if there were no restriction upon trawlers coming 

near, 2183-2190 Inexpediency of concession to French fishermen to fish ott the Irish 

coast, 2193-2201. 

Brad u Thomas Francis. (Analysis of his Evidence.)— Was for several years connected 
with the Fishery Department of the Board ofWorks in Ireland; is now Secretary to the 
Special Commissioners of Irish Inland Fisheries, and to the English Commission on Ireland 

Fisheries, 5280-5285 Decided inadequacy, more especially in recent years, of the 

staff for the administration of the coast fisheries of Ireland, 5286-5298. 5415— 

pediencv of each fishery district being visited once a year, or oftener, 5*99 Decided 

advantage if the sea fisheries were removed from the Board of Works, and were placed 
under the same Board as the inland fisheries, with a proper inspecting staff, 5300-5303* 

5398-5417* , „ _ . 

Room for a very large increase of employment at the coast fisheries if they vveie pio- 

perly developed, 5304-5309* 5312 Great blow to the fisheries by the withdrawal of 

the bounties and loans in 1830 ; 531°. 5443~5445* 5539“ 554 !• 5oo 0 "5h54 veiy pie- 
judicial effect of the famine of 1846 upon the fisheries, 5310, 5311. 

Great impetus to be given to the fisheries by a system of public loans, judiciously 
administered ; suggestions hereon as to the staff for carrying out such system, and as to 
the security to be required, 5312-5317. 5424-5448. 5490-5498* 554 2 -5553* 5655--5O59. 
5664 Very beneficial operation of the former loans, whilst comparatively little money 

was lost, 5317-5319* 5553- 

Grounds for the conclusion that a sum of 500 /. a year has been available for the 

fisheries ever since 1830, but has not been claimed, 5320-5322. 5553, 5554” Opinion 

that a certain sum of 5,000 l. a year is no longer available, 5320. 5553 Statement 111 
defence of public loans for oyster cultivation, there being nothing very speculative in this 
pursuit ; how the difficulty as to security may be obviated, 5323-5330. 

Details in support of the conclusion that trawling in bays or estuaries is not injurious 
to the spawn of fish, and that restrictions upon trawling are altogether unnecessary, and 
very prejudicial to fishing enterprise and to the public, 533 1- 5359* 5449”5469* 5562- 

5614. 5G28-5630 Inconsistent course pursued by the Board of Works on the subject 

of trawl in °* ; insufficient evidence upon which restrictions have been applied, 534 0 "5348 

Comment upon the prohibition of trawling in Galway Bay in order to protect the 

Claddagh men ; impolicy of such protection, 5343. 547 0- 5489* 5538* 

Excellent effect of the removal of restrictions in Dingle Bay, 5348-5350 Conclu- 

sion as to restrictions not being required in order to prevent damage to the long lines and 

trammel-nets, 5348. 5350-5359* 5450* 5457-5403- fi66s Approval of certain clauses in 

the present Bill as lending to develop the oyster fisheries, whereas the Act of last year on 

this subject is very objectionable, 5360-5371. 561 5-5627 Approval, under certain 

circumstances, of licenses for oyster beds below low-water mark being granted to other 
than the proprietors of the land or foreshore, 5364-5371. 5530-5537- 

Statement to the effect that in witness’s experience at the Board ofWorks there was no 

suppression of portions of Mr. Barry’s reports, 537 2 -537 6 Inaccuracy of the evidence 

of Mr. Barry in regard to his report in 1863 having been made with special reference to 
Mr. M 'Mahon’s Select Committee on the Fisheries ; belief that this report was not kept 
back at all, 5377“5394* 5631-5633* 

Industrious character on the whole of the Irish fishermen along the coast, 5395-5397* 

5428-5432. 5637. 5638 Absurdity involved in placing the sea fisheries under the 

Board of Works, 5399-5405 Valuable advice to be given to the fishermen by a body 

of Inspecting Commissioners, 5417-5419 — -Increased use to be derived from the coast 
guard as in procuring information in connection with loans, 5421-5423. 5498* 554- _ 555°* 

5664 Improvident character of the Claddagh men ; their fishing station, however, is 

a bad one, and they are fast dying out, 5431. 5470-5489* 5611-5614* 5637* 5660- 
5663. 

Advantage of the fisheries as a recruiting ground for the navy, 5435> 543® Incal- 
culable evil of a stoppage of the supply of fish to the people, the demand being un- 
limited,. 
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Brady, Thomas Francis. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

limited, 5437"544 2 Expediency in an imperial sense of granting loans to the fishermen, 

even if 50,000/. were lost; belief that there would be little if any loss, 5446-5448.5490- 
5498— — Great improvement if in lieu of the present restrictions trawling in bays were 
prohibited only during certain hours, 5449-5456. 

Communication recently received by witness from Mr. J. Townsend French, Lord 
Lansdowne’s agent at Kenmare, as to the improvements required at Ballinskelli°- Bay, 
and the expediency of trawling facilities in Kenmare Bay, 5450. 

• Way in which loans might be efficiently administered by a Board of three Commis- 
sioners and two Inspectors, 5495-5498- 554 2 '5553 distinction between salmon fish- 
ing and coast fishing, so that loans are not required in the former case, 5499-5505 

Large increase of drift nets in the Shannon ; public advantage thereby, 5506-5510 

Excellent facilities for oyster cultivation on parts of the coast, 5519-5529. 

Letters received by witness from Archdeacon Redmond, relative to the oyster beds and 
herring fishery of Arklow, and the measures required for largely developing the fishery, 
as by an improvement of the harbour and the adoption of a brand for herrings, 5521. 

Disapproval of bounties as compared with loans, 5539-5541. 5617-5620 Bad situa- 
tion of Howth Harbour for large boats, 5555-5557 -Advantage of a good harbour at 

Skerries, 5557 -Want of piers on several parts of the coast, 5558. 5671 Expediency 

of the Board of Works exercising their powers for repairing the piers neglected by the 
counties, 5559~556 1 . 564 1 -5«45- 

Effect of the trawling regulations in tending to deteriorate the condition of the fishing 

population generally, 5563-5571. 5578-5589- 5639, 5640. 5645-5654 Advantage of 

English fishermen in being able 10 travel where they please, 5564, 5565. 5639, 5640- 

Opinion as to the effect of the trawling process in improving the feeding grounds, without 
injuring the spawn, 5572-5577. 

.Doubt as to the supply of fish off the coast having diminished on the whole, though 

there is much uncertainty in it, 5585-5611 Much larger capture if proper boats were 

available, 5604-561 1- Approval of a provision as to drift-nets not being interfered with 

1 0665, 5666 Inaccuracy of the opinion that the granting of loans under 

the Bill would inteifere with the power of making grants for piers and harbours, 5667, 

5668 Unsuitable sites in which many of the piers were built, 5669-5671. 

Approval generally ol the Bill before the Committee as providing an efficient amend- 
ment and consolidation of the Acts relating to the Irish sea fisheries, 5672. 

Witness will supply the Committee with some written information, and suggestions 
(App. 309-315) in further elucidation of his views relative to the fisheries generally 
5673- 

Branding. Approval of the system of branding bi ing extended to Ireland if it be continued 

m Scotland, M‘Kerlie 686-691 ; Andrews 1522. 1699 Question further considered as 

to the expediency of a branding system, ib. 7 95-797- 805-809 Opinion favourable to 

a system of branding j n Ireland as in Scotland, Sir J. Dombrain 1020-1024 Impor- 

tant advantage of a Crown brand for herrings, Brabazon 1894. 

Conclusion as to the advantage of extending branding to Ireland, rather than of abolish- 
es it m Scotland, Brabazon 1955, 1956. 2097-2099; Barry 4083-409 1 . 4 1 29-4 1 35 

Expediency of extending the Scotch branding system to Ireland, more especially to 
Howth, Zfan-y 3892-3894. 4090. 4129-4135 Slight expense connected with the intro- 

duction of a system of branding, ib. 4096, 4097. 

Recommendation by the Committee, that if the branding system be continued in other 
parts of the kingdom, it should be extended to Ireland, Rep. vi Considerable disad- 

vantage at which Irish herring curers are now placed by not having the benefit of the 
brand to facilitate their sales in continental markets possessed by the Scotch curers, ib. 
See also Scotch Fisheries, 4 . 

Brandon Bay. Objection to the restriction on trawling at this place, Andrews 1443. 

British Fisheries Association. Considerable aid given to the Scotch fisheries by the British 

Fisheries Association, Barry 4092 Assistance given at Wick by the British Fishery 

Society, Hon. B. F. Primrose 5772-5775. 

JBrixham. Witness has heard complaints made at Brixham of indiscriminate trawling, 

Barry 4472- Steady improvement in the condition of the fishing population at Brixham’ 

where trawling has been can ied on for the last seventy or eighty years without the ground 
being trawled out, or the fish frightened away, Huxley 4938-4941. 4999-5007. = 

Brophy, Mr. Statement as to a clerk in the office accompanying Mr. Barry whenever he 
holds meetings, and as to the former having on some occasions made investigations 

himself, Hornsby 36-43- -Very efficient assistance now rendered to witness “by M. 

Brophy in holding investigations, Barry 3394. 3414-3416. 

443 !• C Burgoyne, 
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Bnrmne, Maim- General Sir John. Statement as to Sir John Burgoyne having been 
conscientiously opposed to the principle of fishery loans, Barry 33°.6. 3 3° 8 Difficulties 

suoo-ested by Sir John Burgoyne in 1844, in regard to the administration of a loan fund, 
App. 265-267. 

Bye-laws. Objection to dealing by Act of Parliament with matters of detail, or the mode 
of fishing in bays or estuaries, it being far preferable to empower the controlling depart- 
ment to make bye-laws, Barry 4386-43*9- 44^, 44*3- 4538, 4539 — 7 Po ' ve . rs and 
practice of the Board of Works in regard to bye-laws for regulating the fisheries; 

expedknev of such powers, Stewart 4683, 4684 Witness is m favour of an Act 

abolishing all restrictions, though on grounds of policy it may be desirable to apply bye- 
laws in individual cases, Huxley 4980-4990. 5058-5080. 

Contemplated power in the Fishery Board, subject to the approval of the Lord 
Lieutenant in Council, to make such restrictions and other bye-laws as may be necessary, 
K eP ' v Particular objects for which the Committee recommend the enactment of bye- 

law, ib. 

See also Trawling. 



C. 

Canoes. Statement as to canoes being included in the returns of the number of boats 
along the coast; these are confined to the western coast, Hornsby 189-192. 223-220- 

Capital. Importance of large capital being employed on certain stations, though jb. 
expensive machinery oflarge companies is not desirable. And, e, os l S37-‘639 
Necessity of capital being represented and worked by local people, as in the case of Mr- 
Good and other practical men, instead of by companies haying a distant proprietaiy , ,i 

1 542-, 552 Ample markets for the fish, and ample demand inland, capital alone 

Wng wanting, ib. 1568-1572. ,690-1696- 1725--735 

bad state of the fisheries on the southern and western coast is mainly attnbutable, Barry 
3769-3771 • Bee also Boats and Gear. Companies. 

Claidaeh Men (Galway). Improvident character of the Claddagh men; their fishing 
station however, is a bad one, and they are fast dying out, Brody 5431. 5470-5489. 

5611-5614. 5637. 5660-5663 Doubt us to the expediency of loans to the Claddagh 

men, ib. 5490. 5614. See also Galway Bay. 

Clew Bay. Very good fishing in Clew Bay; obstacle to trawling there, Brabazon 1980- 
1984. See a 1 so Oysters, 2. 

Clifden (Galway). Practice formerly at Clifden to fish for herrings in open boats; great 
number of people having been employed not only in fishing, bat in curing, making nets, 

See . Hart 4142, 4H3- 4>5«- 4163. 42t>0"42'4 Tl 'f c ™ als ° much hook-line fishtng 

and some trawling, ib. 4144, 4145 Dissent from the coast-guard officers returns for 

, OR- mid ! 866, as to a great increase having taken place in the numbei of boats and 
men employed off the coast near Clifden ; question hereon whether boats collecting sea- 
weed may not be included in these returns, ib. 4146-4154. 4174-4182. 

Great decline since the time of the famine in the state of the fisheries at Clifden, &c., 
whereas the quantity of fish off the coast is piobably as great as ever, 4j55-4 1 6p. 

a. 186-4 188. 4200-4238 Almost total disappearance of curing stations and stores in 

tile district; ib. ? Wectpor-t of the 

fish now caught, it being the practice to salt them before sending them to market, tb. 
4218-4223— Very large number of boats in 1836, in the district, comprised 111 the 
present coast-guard return, 4224-4226. 

See also West Coast. 

Clogher Head. Expediency of an outlay on the pier or harbour at this place, Brabazon 
1972. 

Close Time. There is no close time for deep-sea fishing off the Irish Coast, Hornsby 196- 
,08— Approval of a close lime in shallow waters though the Commissioners consider 
they shoukUot take the initiative in the matter, M Kerhe 7 1 2-7 1 ^“^f= eSt ed close 
season from the 1st of June to the end of September, Andrews 1456-1408. 1461 1464 

Protection of the fry by having a close season for trawling between June and 

September, ib. 1616-1619 —Good condition of cod, ling, and all round fish m the 
summer months, but not in winter, ib. 1620-1623. 

Inadequacy of a close season asa protection against the ill-effects ot trawling, Brabazon 
^985, 1986. 

Concurrence of objections to the adoption of a close time for trawling Good 24,8, 
24,9; Stephens 2778; Hoskya S*» 4*64 1 Allnam 610S, bWy. 

Evidence in favour of a close time as a better restriction upon trawling than a restric- 
tion as lo place or depth, Parry 4357-437* Approval, as an experiment, of permission 



to 
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Close Time — continued. 

to trawlers to fisli in bays for nine months in the year, from eleven o’clock in the moraine 

till sunset, Barry 435^-4369' 459 1 > 459 2 Reliance to be placed upon the coastguard 

for enforcing a restriction upon trawling at nght, ib. 4454-4464. 

Uselessness of a close time as regards the interests of the fisheries, Huxley 4951 

Great difficulty in enforcing a prohibition upon night trawling, Hos/tyn 5198 Great 

improvement if, in lieu of the present restrictions, trawling in bays were prohibited during 
certain hours, Brady 5449-5456. 

Coast Guard. Services rendered by the coast guard in connection with the fishery laws; 

they have no remuneration for what they do, Hornsby 201. 211-218 Control of the 

Admiralty over the coast guard, there being now two officers in command on the Irish 

coast, Sir J. Bombrain 1070 Approval of the coast-guard officers superintending the 

matter of loans, Sic., a small remuneration being made to them for their services, Barry 

3739-3748- 3799. 3800. 3822-3827. 3849-3853 Expediency of >ome compensation 

to the coast guard for the vigilant enforcement of fishery regulations, ib. 4463 

Advantage of the coast guard lor the collection of statistics, Barry 4636-4638 ; Hon. 

B. F. Primrose 5708-5715. 59 2 3~59 2 8 Increased use to be derivid from 'the coast 

guard, as in procuring information in connection with loans, Brady 5421-5423. 5408. 
554 2- 555°- 5664. See also Loans, 8. Statistics. 

Cod Fish. Large waste of cod spawn or roe, the fish itself being sold in an unfit state ; 
these are taken chiefly with long lines, Brahazon 1906. 1990. 2025, 2026. 2093-2095 

— —Expediency of a close season for the protection of cod fish, ib. 2025-2027 

Opinion that cod is in best season in the winter, ib. 2108, 2109 Large cod fishery off 

Waterford and Dungarvan up to the month of March, Stephens 2767-2771 -Cod are 

in best season from Christmas till March, Savage 3145-3147. 

Commission of 1836. Appointment, in 1836, of a Commission of Inquiry into the Irish 
Fisheries ; mode of constitution of this Commission, of which witness was a member, and 
character of the investigation made, Barry 3261-3265 Statement of the several con- 
clusions and suggestions arrived at by the Commission, ib. 3266-3268 Suggestion by 

the Commission, as a body, in favour of loans, though the Commissioners were not 
unanimous on this point, Barry 3268-3272. 3304-3308 ; and App. 265-270. 

Conflicting evidence before the Commission on the subject of loans, App. 261-264. 

■Commissioners ( Board of Works). See Board of Works. 

Companies .- 

Unfitness of large companies for carrying on deep-sea fishing off the western coast; 
instance of this in witness’s experience, Sir J. Bombrain 882-885. 892-896. 946. 958^ 

959- 1016—1019 Importance of small local companies, ib. 881-891. 943-Q57. 

1102. 

Failure generally of all large companies established for carrying out fishing operations 
on the Irish coasts ; exception in the case of a chartered company with which witness 

was connected several years ago, Andrews 1314-1330 Nature of the obstacles io the 

successful operations of companies on the score of management, ib. 1330-1342 

Benefit anticipated from the formation of small fishing companies if encouraged by a 
system of loans, Brabazon 2141-2148. 2168-2170. 

Utter unfitness of large and expensive companies for working the fisheries profitable ; 
limited profits made by witness adverted to hereon, Good 2304. 2311—2324. 2329—2333 
Advantage of small local companies or copartnerships, comprising practical fisher- 
men exclusively, ib. 2305-2307. 2406 Success of small fishing companies or local 

copartnerships whilst large companies liardiy ever succeed, Stephens 2652. 2830, 2840. 
2865-2869. 

Very bad management which led to the failure of a company formed some years ago 
for fishing on the west coast, Barry 3870-3880 Probability of persons forming them- 

selves into small companies for working the fisheries if they could procure loans, ib. 

3890, 3891 Prospect of success by the formation of small local companies rather than 

of large ones, ib. 4044-4046 Probable success of a certain company at Howth, 

though they have incurred a heavy loss through paying the men in money instead of 

shares, ib. 4046-4048. 41 17, 4118 Probable success also of a fishing company formed 

at Cork, ib. 4046. 

Consideration of a letter from Mr. Forster, manager of the Irish Sea Fishery Com- 
pany, explaining the causes of failuie of companies hitherto, Barry 41 16, 41 17. 

Obisacle to companies carrying on fishing operations on the west coast, Hoskyn 5199, 
5200. 

443 I- c 2 Condition 
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Condition of the Fisheries: 

Data for the conclusion expressed in the Reports of the Board of Works for 1865 and 
1866, as to the fisheries exhibiting on the whole a decided im provement; explanation that 
this has reference more especially to the eastern coast, Hornsby 6.5-83 Question as to 
the effect produced upon the fisheries by the bad years of 1860—62, ib. 263—270. 

Examination as to the state of the fisheries on different parts of the coasts in recent 
years, with reference more especially to the grounds for the statement in the Reports of 
the Board for 1865 and 1866, that "there was on the whole a considerable improvement 

in those years, MKerlie 350 et seq. Reliance placed mainly upon the coast guard 

returns in preparing statistics of the state of the fisheries ; information derived also from 

other sources, ib. 357-367. 510-513 Numerous places in which* according to the 

report for 1866, the fisheries were in a depressed or declining state, ib. 367-375 

Improved state of the fisheries in some places, as shown by the increased quantity con- 
veyed by the railway in the last few years, ib. 374“3 8 3- 39 8 - 

Several drawbacks under which the fisheries laboured twenty years ago, as compared 
with the existing facilities, Sir J. Dombrain 850—854 Anticipated continuance of de- 

pression in the fisheries, if the fishing population are not assisted with loans, ib. 1119- 
1123. 

Decline of the fisheries on the west and north-west coasts, while on the east coast 
they have been prosperous, Andrews 1272, 1273. 1288-1290. 1388-1393. 

Improvement of late in the herring fishery on the east coast, and the mackerel fishery 

on the south coast, Barry 3528, 3529 Long experience upon which witness has 

arrived at the conclusion that the Irish fisheries have not been properly managed or cul- 
tivated, and that they may be made a source of national wealth, ib. 3689-3699 

Limitation chiefly to the east coast of the improvement in the fisheries within the last 
year or two, ib. 4939-4641. 

Conclusion of the Committee, that with the exception of the fisheries on the east coast, 

the sea coast fisheries are in a very depressed condition, Rep. iii, iv Declining state 

of twenty-three districts out of thirty-eight, whilst six exhibit no improvement as re- 
gards the number of boats and crews, ib. iii. 

Conclusion that the depressed state of the fisheries is mainly due to the inability of a 
large portion of the coast population to procure the boats and gear requisite, Rep. v. 

See also Boats and Gear. Capital. Clifden. Dingle Bay. Dublin Bay. 
East. Coast. Employment. Famine. Herring Fishery. Loans. Supply 
of Fish. West Coast. 

Consolidation of Fishery Laws. All the recent Reports of the Board of Works have recom- 
mended a consolidation of the fishery laws, Hornsby 180 Approval of a consolidation 

of the laws as to the salmon fisheries and the sea-coast fisheries, M‘Kerlie 533-536 

Approval of a consolidation of the fishery laws generally, Andrews 1532. 

Concurrence in the view that a consolidation of the sea-fishing laws is desirable, it 
being a question, however, whether such consolidation ought not to be effected by a 
Government measure, Stewart 4765-4772. 

Approval generally of the Bill before the Committee, as providing an efficient amend- 
ment and consolidation of the Acts relating to the Irish sea fisheries, Brady 5672. 

Recommendation by the Committee in favour of a consolidation of the Acts relating 
to the fisheries, Rep. vii. 

Cornish and Manx Boats. Large number of Manx and Cornish boats engaged in the 
herring fishery on the east coast, but not on the west, M‘Kerlie 717-721 ; Barry 3964. 
4041— — Very efficient manner in which the Cornish boats seem to be managed, when 

eno-aoed in the Irish fisheries, Good 2406 Arrangement between the Irish boats and 

the dornish and English boats off the Dublin coast as to their fishing by turns, ib. 2537- 

2545 Industrious character of the Cornish ciews, Barry 3529 Salutary effect of 

the example set by the Cornish and Manx boats on the east coast, ib. 3576-3579. 361 7— 
3622. 3828. 3860-3866. 

Crews of Fishing Vessels : 

System of shares bv which the fishermen at Howth are paid ; want of some check upon 

the men going on strike, Sir J. Dombrain 983-987. 1027-1032 -Doubt as to there 

bein» any cases of boats lying idle for want of crews or through strikes, Andrews 1742, 
1743 — - Difficulty in summer time as to the manning of trawling boats. Good 2355- 

2353 System of shares by which witness’s crews are paid, ib. 2359 Way in which 

the restrictions on trawling are very prejudicial to the crews as well as to the ovvners of 
all the vessels, ib. 2475— ^—Average of about 1 I. a week as the earnings of witness’s 
men, ib. 2486. 

Great difficulty experienced through the crews often leaving the boats without any 

notice, Stephens 2554, 25,55. 2681-2684. 2836-2838 Difficulty in getting men 

qualified 
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Crews of Fishing Vessels— continued, 
qualified for trawling ; long training necessary , Stephens 2593. 2620-2623. 2779-2782. 2810. 

2832-2835 System of shares by which witness’s men are paid, that is according to 

the quantity of fish captured and the sum realised, ib. 2628-2631. 2651. 2665-2667 

Further statement as to the difficulty of securing a sufficient number of men or of 

obtaining their constant employment, though the earnings are good ; causes to which this is 
owing, ib. 2637-2640. 2657-2667. 2680. 2701-2705. 2743, 2744. 2792-2799. 

Reference to a letter from Mr. Forster, general manager of the Irish Sea Fishery Com- 
pany, as showing the expediency of providing that crews paid by shares are not partners, 

Barry 3457 Difficulties between owners and crews adverted to, as capable of being 

remedied by a declaration that cre ws paid by shares are liable as servants, ib. 3897-391 1. 

39 2 9~393 2 - 399^> 3999 Decided approval of the system of paying the crews by 

shares, ib. 3899- 39° 1 Rare occurrence recently of strikes among crews, ib. 4126, 

4127. 

See also Agreements between Owners and Crews. Apprentices. Boats and Gear. 

Condition of the Fisheries. Employment. Fishing Population. 

Curing Bouses ( Herring Fishery): 

Advance by the Board of Works of some loans, several years ago, for the establish- 
ment of curing houses, the houses having eventually been sold, Hornsby 271-274 

Abandonment long since of some fish-curing establishments set up by Government during 
the famine ; these were productive of much good, M‘Kerlie 695-698. 

Frequent difficulty on the west coast through the want of ready means of curing, 

Sir J. Dombrain 899 Better practice in Scotland than in Ireland as to curing, 

ib. 1020. 1257-1259 Further statement as to the want of improved curing arrange- 

ments; advantage if the Board of Works had made some movement in the matter, 

ib. 1103, 1104. 1160-1170 Operations of a fishery company at Howth adverted to in 

connection with the practice in regard to curing, ib. 1252-1262. 

Ready sale for all the herrings taken on the east coast so that an extension of curing- 
houses at Howth and other places does not appear essential, Andrews 1408-1412. 

Benefits anticipated from the establishment of cuiing-houses by Government; they 

would pay their expenses, Brabazon 1895-1897. 1959-1962. 2101 Importance of 

loans in aid of curing-houses, ib. 1897. 1902 Conditions under which Government 

should build curing houses, or should advance money to others for the purpose, ib. 2065— 

2067 Circumstances under which facilities for curing fish may be desirable. Good 

2407-2413. 2420, 2421. 2448. 2450 Want of curing stations on the coast near Bel- 

mullet, Savage 3086. 

Particulars relative to the formation and failure of several curing stations established 
out of a Treasury fund previously to 1848, Barry 3545, 3546 -Advantage of encou- 
raging curing establishments on the east coast, ib. 3580, 3581 Very good system of 

curing herrings at Howth, ib. 3963. 4098-4101. 4125-4128 Especial importance of 

curing houses on the coast where there are no facilities of transit, ib. 4056. 

Statement by Mr. Brady in regard to the importance of curing stations, App. 313, 
314- 

Paper explanatory of the former establishment of curing stations, as sanctioned by 
the Treasury in 1846, App. 323, 324. 

Recommendation by the Committee that Government loans be advanced, on satisfactory 
security, for the erection of curing houses, Rep. vi. 

See also Branding. 

Curraghs ( West Coast). Description of the boat or “ curragh,” used on the coast near 
Blind Harbour; its advantages, Savage 2920-2923. 3053-3056. 3101-3104. 



Depression. See Boats and Gear. Condition of the Fisheries. Famine. 

Development of the Fisheries. Examination to the effect that loans in aid of improved 
boats and gear would doubtless be productive of much good, but improved inspection and 
facilities for the conveyance of fish to market are also very essential for the develop- 
ment of the fisheries, M‘Kerlie 580-620.659. 700-703 Grounds for the conclusion 

that the coast fisheries may be so developed as to be made a source of national wealth, 
Barry 3689-3699. 

Conclusion of the Committee that the fisheries are capable of being developed to a very 
large extent, Rep. v. 

See also Boats and Gear. Capital. Companies. Condition of the Fisheries. 
Employment. Inspection. Loans. Society for Bettering the ' Condition of the 
Poor of Ireland. 
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Dinole Bay. Statement in report for 1866 as to the improved condition of the boats, and 
of ilie fisheries at Dingle, M‘ lierlie 374 — Belief that in Dingle Bay the long line men 

make no objection to trawling, ib. 462 information relative to the improved class of 

boats used in Dingle Bay, ib. 514,- 5>5 The fishing is now in a very flourishing 

condition, ib. 615. 

Advance of several loans to fishermen at Dingle by the society in Dublin of which 
witness is trustee, Andrews 1393-1397. 1402, 1403— — Great increase in the fisheries at 
Dinole since the 1 emoval of restiictions upon trawling, and through the loans received 
from witness’s society ; recent communication to this effect received by witness from the 

fishermen there, ib. 1393-1397- 1404, 1405 Good boats and tackle at Dingle, ihrough 

the private loans made, ib. 1393. 1403. 

Mischievous effect of the former restriction upon trawling in Dingle Bay, whilst the 

fish are now as large and plentiful as ever, Andrews 1484, 1485 Prosperity of the 

Dingle fishing further adverted to as owing mainly to the loans made by the society in 

Dublin, ib. 1487, 1488 Great promotion of the Dingle fisheries by witness’s society 

further adverted to, ib. 1626, 1627. 1650-1652. 1690-1693 Statement as to there 

being now 110 curing establishment, ib. 1635. 

Statement that the prohibition upon trawling in Dingle Bay was removed irrespectively 
of the desire of the line fishermen, Brabazon 1880, 1881. 

Large increase in the capture of fish in Dingle Bay since the removal of restrictions. 
Good 2258-2262. 

Removal of some restrictions in Dingle Bay after two local inquiries had been made; 

question whether such removal has been beneficial, Barry 4298-4301. 4424-4427 

Further explanation in connection with the abrogation of a bye-law imposing a 
restriction upon trawling in Dingle Bay; comment on the evidence in this case, ib. 
4508, 4509. 

Excellent effect of the removal of restrictions in Dingie Bay, Brady 5343 - 535°- 

Dombrain, Sir James. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Was inspector general of the coast 
guard in Ireland from 1819 till 1849 ; has had peculiar opportunities for becoming con- 
versant with the state of the fisheries down to the present time, 830-845 Much greater 

number of boats and of men engaged in the coast fisheries previously to the famine, 

846-849 Several drawbacks under which the fisheries laboured twenty years ago, as 

compared with the existing facilities, 850-854 Belief that the supply of fish, though 

very uncertain, is on the whole as great as it ever was, 855- 

Great distress consequent upon the famine, owing to which the boats and gear have 

largely continued in a state of disrepair, 856-859 Increased employment in the 

fisheries if the people had opportunity of obtaining the proper appliances, 860 

Benefits anticipated from a system of loans, more especially if made ihrough the instru- 
mentality of small companies' or local societies, 861. 872-876. 1068, 1069 Illustration 

in the case of “The Marine Salts Company of Ireland,” of the safety with which loans 
may be made to the fishermen, 861-866. 962-964. 1064-1067. 1 113-1 1 15. 

Statement as to the peaceful and amenable character of the fishing population 

generally, 867-871 Expediency of not extending the repayment of loans over too 

long a period, 877 Necessity of the avocation of farming being combined with that of 

fislnno-, 878-881. 947. 972-978. 1096-1098 Unfitness of large companies for carrying 

on deep sea fishing off the western coasts ; instance of 1 his in witness’s experience, 882- 

885. 892-896. 946. 958, 959. 1016-1019 Great obstacle to success on account of the 

bad weather 883. 1084, 1085 Importance of small local companies of fishermen as 

the be*t mode of comnination for carrying on trawling on the west coast, 886-891. 943- 
957. 1102. 

Facility for sending ihe fish to market along the coast from Kinsale to Belfast, 898. 

n(36 Fivquent difficulty on tiie west coast through the want of ready means of curing, 

8g9 Tendency of coast lines of railway greatly to develop the fisheries, 900 Very 

conflicting views which prevail on the subject of trawling, witness hesitating to express 

any decided opinion in the matter, 901-903. 1124, 1125 Probability of much more 

fish being caught but for the restrictions on trawling, 902. 904. 

Great extent to which oyster cultivation may be profitably carried out in Ireland, 905, 

gob Opinion as to the advantage of specifying in the Bill the precise limit for the 

planting of oyster-beds, it being desirable to extend the limit below low-water mark, 908- 

gn -Objection to landlords having a veto upon the planting of oyster beds by others, 

912, 913. 

Want of two inspectors for constantly visiting the fisheries' besides whom there 
should be a chief inspector or supreme head in Dublin, 914, 915. 922. 936-942. 1116- 

1118. 1134-1136 Onerous duties now devolving on the Board of Works, so that it 

would be well to remove the fisheries from them altogether, and place them under a dis- 
tinct department, 921-924 Advantage of encouraging employment in the fisheries 

with reference to service in the naval reserve, 925-935- 

Great 
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Dombrain, Sir James. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

Great uncertainty in the continuous resort of fish to any particular part of the coast, 

946. 949-953.970,971. 1073-1083 Immense take of fish at Iimisbonn Island, off 

the Mayo coast, about six years ago, 949-952. 1049-1052 Contemplated fitting out 

in the first instance of row boats, alter which trawling vessels might be obtained, 954- 

956. 967. 973. 977 Large shoals of herrings and other fish occasionally off the west 

coast, 967-970 More ceitain supply of fish near the shoie than further out, 967. 

1077 Very large fishery off the Isle of Man, 97 1 Expediency of regulations as to 

trawling being modified from time to time, 979, 980. 

Statement as to the importance of agreements between the owners of fishing vessels 
and the crews, and of ready means of punishing the latter for suddenly leaving the 

vessels, 981-989. 1025, 1026. 1055-1063. 1084-1087 System of shares by which the 

fishermen at. Howth are paid ; want of some check upon these men going on strike, 983— 

987. 1027-1032 Consideration of the question of giving oyster licenses for beds 

below low water, in addition to. existing beds between high and low water; approval of a 
preference being given to proprietors of the land on which beds are already formed 
higher up, 990-1015. 1033-1037. 

Opinion favourable to a system of branding in Ireland as in Scotland, 1020-1024 

Better practice in Scotland than in Ireland as to curing, 1020. 1257. 1259 Advantage 

of Government loans to small local societies further adverted to ; improbability of the 

money being lost, 1038-1043. 1102. 1113-1115 Good harbours on ihe Donegal 

coast, the trawling grounds however not being good, 1044-1048. 

Control of the Admiralty over the coast guard, there being n >w two officers in com- 
mand 011 the Irish coast, 1070 Approval of one Board for the inland and sea coast 

fisheries, 1072 Belief that there are no great fishing banks, like those of Newfound- 
land, along the west coast, 1078, 1079 Doubt whether a market could be established 

on the wesi coast for oil extracted from the fish, 1088-1095. 

Considerable rise of late years in the prices obtained for fish by the fishermen, 1099- 

1102 Very improvident character of the fishermen, 1 102 Further statement as 10 

the want of improved curing arrangements ; advantage if the Board of Woiks had made 
some movement in the matter, 1103, 1104. 1160-1170 Opinion that tackle and fish- 
ing gear are more wanted than boats, 1 105 Adequate local demand for all fish taken 

near the shore on the west coast, 1111, 1112. 

Anticipated continuance of depression in the fisheries if the fishing population are not 

assisted with loans, 1119-1123 Uselessness of the piers built m my years ago for the 

fisheries ; belief moreover that piers are not required for coast fishing, whilst the expense 
of many new piers would be enormous, 1126-1128. 11.13-1159. 1198-1229. 1232-1246 

Satisfactory construction of the piers erected by the Board of Works, 1128. 1226 

Inexpediency of loans in aid of deep sea fishing on the west coast, it being advisable 

rather to encourage the shore fisheries, 1129-1133 Nature of the functions which the 

inspectors should discharge, so as to foster and encourage the fisheries, 1134- 11 37” 
H39 Contemplated suggestions by the inspectors in regard to the form of con- 

struction of piers, though the matter should rest finally with the Board of Works, 1 140- 
1 144. 

Approval of the line fishermen at Bear Island and other places, being protected 

against the destruction of their lines by trawlers, 1 171 — 1 184 Beneficial effect of loans 

in stimulating local enterprise and local subscriptions for the development of the fisheries, 

1185-1192 Valuable nursery for the navy hy encouraging the sea-coast fisheries, 

1193-1197- 

Doubt as to anew pier being much wanted at Ladies’ Cove, Tramore, 11 99- l201 ~ 

1204 Doubt also as to the expediency of a pier at Ballytnacaw Bay, 1200. 1232, 

1233 Question considered as to a new pier or harbour being necessary in connection 

with the Nymph Bank fishery, 1206-1221 -Large outlay necessary for a fishery 

harbour at Wicklow, 1222-1225. 

Repayment in kind of all the loans made by the Marine Salts Company, 1230, 1231 

Doubt as to the efficiency of the plan for the new pier being constructed at Ladies’ 

Cove, 1247-1250 Operations of a fishery company at Ilowth adverted to in connec- 

tion with the practice in regard to curing, 1252-1262. 
j Donegal Bay and Coast. Good harbours on the Donegal coast, the trawling grounds, 

however, not being good. Sir J. Dombrain 1040-1048 -Suspension ol procee 'ings 

with reference to an application for the. removal of restrictions in Donegal Bay, Burry 

4303 There is very little fishing in the bay, but the restriction upon trawling is said 

to be beneficial, ib. 4435~4439 — —Good trawling ground in Donegal] Bay, ib. 4588- 



4590- 

Draft Reports. Report proposed by the Chairman of the Committee, Rep. xvi-xix 

Report | imposed by General Dunne, ib. xix, xx Rport [imposed by Mr. Kavanagh, 

ib. xx-xxii. 



Adoption, with certain amendment*, of the Draft Report proposed by the Chairman, 



Rep. xxii, xxni. 
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Dredging. See Oysters, 3. 

Drift Nets. Expediency of the prohibition, as at Galway and Wexford, upon trawling 
vessels approaching within a certain distance of the drift nets for herrings, MKerlie 223- 

225 Objection'to a general prohibition, under Act of Parliament, upon trawl boats 

comino- nearer than three miles to boats engaged in herring or mackerel drift net fishing, 

Barry 4371. 4373-4389. 4538-4544 Approval of a provision as to drift nets not 

being interfered with by trawlers, Brady 5665, 5666. 

Suo-oested regulation, by means of bye-laws, of the distance that trawlers should keep 
from the craft engaged in drift net fishing, Rep. v. 

See also Herring Fishery. 



Dublin Bay: 

Several years for which there has been a great deficiency of fish in Dublin Bay, 

M‘Kerlie 770, 771 Opinion as to the line fishing in Dublin Bay having improved 

since the prohibition upon trawling, Brahazon 1872-1875 Large fishery going on in 

the bay, the feeding ground there being protected, ib. 2031—2033 Large number of 
women employed in picking up cockles in the bay, ib. 2033 — -Doubt as to the steam- 
boats having anything to do with the supply of fish in the bay, ib. 2113 -Opinion 

as to the supply of fish in the bay not having fallen off to any great extent, ib. 2124- 
2128. 

Way in which the prohibition upon trawling in Dublin Bay is very inconvenient to the 
trawlers, more especially in the winter, Good 2236-2239. 2399. 2424-2426 Comment 
on the use of large seine nets in the bay, whilst trawling is prohibited, ib. 2341-2344. 
2470, 2471 Large quantity of fish in the bay, ib. 2475. 

Imposition of the first restriction upon trawling, in the case of Dublin Bay, on account 

chiefly of injuries to long lines, Barry 4272, 4273. 4289 Recent applications for 

the removal of restrictions, ib. 4304 Doubt as to the less prosperous state of the 

line fishermen in the bay being connected with the restrictions upon trawling, ib. 433 1- 

43 Statement as to the great injury to lines and gear by the trawlers outside the bay, 

Barry 4353, 4354- 4484-4488* 4586, 45 8 7 Witness cannot say that the restriction 

upon trawling has been attended with actual benefit to the fishing m the bay, ib. 4443 

4449 Constant collision between the line fishermen in Dublin Bay and the trawl 

men, if there were no restriction upon the latter during the months of November and 
December, ib. 4571-4574* 

Exceptional circumstances, as in Dublin Bay, under which long lines have been 
injured by trawlers, Hoskyn 5156, 5157— Worse condition of the line fishermen than 
when there was no restriction upon trawling, Brady 5571. 557 8- 55 8 0. 

D uncannon Pier {Wexford). Bad plan adopted for this pier, which cost 6,000 ?., and is 

now quite useless, Stephens 2578-2585. 2881. 2884 Return relative to the defective 

condition of the pier, App. 305. 

Dundalk Bay. Belief as to the satisfactory state of the fishery in Dundalk Bay, where 
trawling has for some time been prohibited, Brahazon 1859-1867. 2081 -reeling of 
the book line fisherman at Dundalk that if there were no restriction upon trawling in the 
bay they must go to the workhouse; non-objection by them if there were but two 
trawlers, ib. 1865-1871. 1946, 1947* 

Dundrum Bay. Several years for which there has been a prohibition of trawling in Dun- 
drum Bay ; vvitne>s is not acquainted with the circumstances of this case, M'Kerlie 478- 

48-2 Good supply offish formerly in Dundrum Bay, where trawling has been prohibited, 

Brabazon 2023, 2024. 

Opinion that no injury would be done to long line fishing in Dundrum Bay if the re- 
striction upon trawling were removed. Good 2325-2328. 

Dungarvan Bay. Very little trawling in Dungarvan Bay ; great falling off in the fishery 
irrespectively of the question of trawling, Barry 4327-4330. 4399-4403. 



E. 

East Coast. Improvement in the fisheries on the eastern coast ; particulars hereon, 
M‘Kerlie 354. 374-377- 386, 387 Considerable number of Cornish, Manx, and Eng- 
lish boats on the east coast, MKerlie 717-721 Great increase in the number of large 

and well- found boats from Skerries, Howth, and Balbriggan now engaged in herring 
fishing on' the east coast, and in mackerel fishing on the south coast, Andrews 1416—1419 

Much larger capture of fish on the east coast and at Kinsale than when there was 

double the number of men employed ; decrease of capture, however, in many localities, ib. 
1494-1498. 

Decrease in the number of trawlers on the eastern coast, and in the quantity of fish 

caught: 
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East Coast — continued. 

caught; exception as regards herrings, Brabazon, 1793-1802 Several fishing grounds 

on the east coast fished by witness at different periods of the year, Good 2218-2220 

Decrease in the number of boats and of men on some parts of the coast, ib. 2232, 2233. 

Very good effect of the example set on the east coast by the Cornish and Manx fishin°- 

boats, and the industry of the crews, Barry 3576-3579. 3617-3622. 3828. 3860-3866 

Particular fisheries on the eastern coast which are, almost exclusively, in a very prosperous 

state, ib. 3766-3768 Beneficial effect of English fishermen coming to the coast, ib. 

3958-3960— — Probability of the English, Scotch, and Manx boats on the east coast 
being two-thirds of the whole, ib. 3964. 4041. 

Improvement during the last few years on a portion of the east and south-east coast, 
owing to the large influx of herrings and mackerel, Rep. iii. 

See also Condition of the Fisheries. Herring Fishery. Howth. Piers and Har- 
bours. Trawling. 

Emigration. Effect of emigration in diminishing the fishing population, Hornsby 87. 141- 

144. 160 Circumstance of several emigrants to America having returned to ihe 

fisheries on the westcoasi, Savage 3184-3189. 

Employment. Enormous decrease since the year before the famine in the number of boats 
and crews employed in the fisheries, Hornsby 84-86 Belief that if means were forth- 

coming a large number of the maritime population would resume fishing pursuits, ib. 89. 

1 62 Other causes besides the bad state of the boats and gear to which there has been 

so large a diminution of employment in the fisheries, M‘Keriie 402-406. 

Much larger number of persons profitably occupied in fishing in 1846 than at present, 

Andrews 1274-1285 Very much larger amount of employment at stake in the case of 

long-line fishing than of trawling, Brabazon 1927.2121 Large decrease of employ- 

ment in fishing adverted to with reference to the question of diminution in the supply of 
fish, ib. 2149-2167. 

Larger population employed in the long-line fishing than in trawling on the east coast; 

the trawlers, however, working all the year round, Good 2388-2399 Large scope for 

increased employment in the fisheries, ib. 2484. 2495 Benefit to the makers of nets 

and to the public generally by a development of the fisheries, Savage 2980 Advantage 

of local manufacture of lines and nets, ib. 3086. 

Necessary employment of the people by the employment of loans, Barry 3890 

Great increase of employment in the fisheries between 1819 and 1830, owing to the 

bounties and loans, ib. 4013, 4014 Room for a very large increase of employment at 

the coast fisheries if they were properly developed, Brady 5304-5309. 5312. 

Employment of 113,073 men and boys in 1846, whilst in 1866 the number was only 
4°>663 ; Rep. iv Increase of employment anticipated from the adoption of the mea- 

sures recommended by the Committee, ib. vii. 

See also Boats and Gear. East Coast. Emigration. Famine. Fishing Grounds. 
Fishing Population. Wages. West Coast. 

Enforcement of Regulations. Means of the Board of Works for enforcing their regulations 
and restrictions in fishery matters, Hornsby 209-218. 

English Fisheries. Circumstance of the English trawlers not working in-shore as the Irish 

trawlers do, Brabazon 2087-2090 Advantage of English fishermen in being able to 

trawl where they please, Brady 5564, 5565. 5639, 5640. See also Brixham. 



F. 

Famine. Impoverished condition of the people consequent upon the famine, owing to which 

the boats and gear have become greatly deteriorated, Hornsby 87, 88. 161 Much 

greater number of boats and of men engaged in the coast fisheries previously to the famine, 

SirJ. Dombrain 846-849 Great distress consequent upon the famine, owino-to which 

the boats and gear have largely continued in a state of disrepair, ib. 856-859- — Effect 
of the famine in causing great depression in the fisheries, especially on the western coast 

Barry 3530-3538 Very prejudicial effect of the famine of 1846 upon the fisheries’ 

Brady 5310, 5311. 

Downward tendency of the fisheries since the time of the famine ; great diminution 
since 1846 in the number of vessels and boats, and of the crews, Rep. iii, iv Con- 

siderable extent to which the decline in the number of boats, and of fishermen is due to 
the famine and the consequent emigration, ib. iv. 

Farming and Fishing. Necessity of the avocation of farming being combined with that of 

fishing, on the west coast, Sir J. Dombrain 878-881. 947. 972-978. 1096-1098 

There are no persons solely devoted to fishing on the west coast, ib. 1098. 
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Farming and Fishing — continued. . , 

Ooinion that farming and fishing cannot be profitably or advantageously combined, 

Andrews 1310-1313. 1406, 1407 Small proportion of the total number of fishermen 

who foTlovv the pursuit all the year round, ih. 1424, H 2 5 Advances made by witness s 

society to persons engaged in fishing and farming; this system, h<mever,is not encouraged 

f 1590-1596 Dissent from the views of Mr. Barry as 

to the necessity of fishermen holding plots of land in order to be prosperous, ih. 1696 

Contemplated combination of farming pursuils and fishing operations, it being im- 
p.amicabteio fish throughout the year, Brahmon 1976-1979. 000^2001 ; 

?2G- 224.7-1249 Necessity of the fishermen in witness's locality having a little land 

attached to their cottages, Savage 2981, 2982. 3078-3082. 3142 3'44- • 

Fvidenee in favoar of agricultural pursuits being combined with fishing, the latter not 
being practicable all the year round on the west coast, Barry 3344-336 d Approval 

- the men on ihe east coast following fishing pursuits exclusively, 1 b. 3352 — —Approval 
of assiSance in tire shape of loans to the class of fishermen engaged in both farming and 

fshhso a 3%9-376m 3855-3859 Opinion as to the expediency of encouraging not 

onto fisheinre^ wlto do not hoicl land ; bit those who do hold small plots; m the later 
cS actXrnng is not carried on, ». 3800-3859. 3881-3883— Advantage of men- 
pursuing farming or fishing accordingly as each ,s attended with p.ofit at the time, 

«'i. 3943- 4°59- 

Fishermens Souses. Want of more encouragement to the building of fishermens houses 
^bv landlords; suggestions hereon, Stephens 2689-2700. 2708-2710. 2727-2734. 2783- 
2?8s 2816-1818 — Concurrence in the opinion of Mr. Forster as to the want ol fis 1 

nierfis houses at Howth and Kinsale, Barry 4123, 4124 Suggestion upon the subject 

of public loans towards the erection of fishermens houses by companies or societies, 
due security being taken, Stewart 4811-4819. 

— . , ir„ :m a,"iiii,n of several places along the coast where fishing might be 

“ „7uefi mJessMy, Andrews ,486. '499, ■5o»—N"merons parts of the coast where 
load fishing grounds exist, and are not made available, Good 2269-2296. 

° Recommendation that Government should adopt 

fishing grounds, not now availed of, exist within convenient reach ot the coast, Hep. vi. 

See also Supply of Fish. Survey. 

Fishinq Population. Statement as to the peaceful and amenable character ol the fishing 

ooonlation generally, Sir J. Dmehrain 867-871 Very improvident character of the 

fishermen, Sr J. Dembram, 1102; Good, 2475, 2476 Dissent from a certain state- 

ment 0 t Mr Barry as to the improvidence of tire fishermen, Andrews 1696-1700. 1735 
— Ooinion as to the exceedingly orderly and peaceable character of the Irish fishei- 

men it. 1766, 1067 Very industrious character of the fishing population on the west 

coast, proper fishing gear being alone required, Savage 3068-3072. 3133- 

Deterioration in the moral character of the fishing populations, so that loans must be 
V, n, ........ p.,,0 3464-3466 Great diminution ill the fishing 

5't67l 4 i— ' 

33 Dolibl as 4 to the non-development of the fisheries being owing to want of industry 
or energy, zft. 3460-3471. . „ 

Deterioration in the moral character of the fishing population since the former system 
of loai and since the time of the famine further adverted to ; approval of a renewal of 
loans improperly guarded, Barry 3714, 37'6 —Improvident and intemperate habrts of 
some of the fishermen at Howth, ih. 3917, 39 l8 - _ , 

Industrious character on the whole of the Irish fishermen arong the coast, Brady 
5395-5397- 54 28 "543 2 - o®37> 5 Q 3%- 
See also Employment. 

^cuiab^evil of'^stoppage of to^supfdy^if fish' to'the^eo^fe, tile dremand'lieing unlimited, 

B ‘ WeMed'^ly of wholesome food available if the measures recommended by the 
Committee are carried into effect, Rep. vii. 

See also Boats and Gear. Supply of Fish. Trawling, 8. 

suggesting the adoption of branding, and compulsory agreements, Barry 4” 4 

Letter from Mr. Forster to Mr. Barry, containing 
modation at Howth, and the form of agreement between the owners and crews vessels, 

App. 28l. JWA 
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French Fisheries. Impression as to the French fisheries receiving: very liberal encourage- 
ment from the Government, Barry 4050-4053 Relaxation in France of the former 

stringent regulations as to trawling, power being still reserved of making bve-laws, 

ib. 4343 Practice of the French Government in regard to restrictions adverted to, 

Huxley 5034, 5035. 

Paper explanatory of the system pursued in the administration of the French fisheries, 
App. 322, 323. 

French Fishermen {Irish Coast). Inexpediency of concession to French fishermen to fish 

off 1 the Irish coast, Brabazon 2193-2201 Improbability of the French convention 

coming into operation on the Irish coast so as to disturb existing regulations, Barry 
4067-407 1. 

French, J. Townsend. Communication recently received by witness from Mr. J. Town- 
send French, Lord Lansdoune’s agent at Kenmare, as to the improvements required at 
Ballinskellig Bay, and the expediency of trawling facilities in Kenmare Bav, Brady 
5450. 

Fry and Immature Fish. See Spawn and Fry. Trawling. 

G. 

Galway Bay. Obstacle to successful trawling in Galway Bay on account of the opposition 
of the Claddagh men; some of the latter are, however, now employed in trawling, 

M'Kerlie 462. 499-502 Diminishing objection on the part of the long-line men to 

trawling in Galway Bay, ib. 462 Good fishing grounds off Galway, whilst the Clad- 

dagh men are now less opposed to trawling ; difficulty as to conveyance to the town, 
ib. 702-711. 

Very bad state of the Galway fisheries at the time of the restriction upon trawling 

Brabazon 1876-1879 Circumstance of the Claddagb men not having attended the 

inquiry at Galway upon the quesiion of trawling, ib. 1881 Approval of trawling in 

deep bays such as Galway Bay, ib. 2118-2120. 2203-2205. 

Injurious effect of the restrictions in Galway Bay; instance of this, Good 2263-2268. 

2 345 -2 353- 2 44D 2442. 2451, 2452 Great reduction in the number of the Claddagh 

men ; introduction lately of a few trawlers without opposition on their part, ib. 2281- 
2291. 

Great prejudices of the Claddagh men ; injurious effect as regards the Galway 

fisheries, Barry 3570, 3571. 3610-3616 Less prejudice displayed of late bv the 

Claddagh men, ib. 3933-3935 Long period for which restrictions have been imposed 

in Galway Bay; the condition of the Claddagh men not having improved ; the restric- 
tions however have not been properly enforced, ib. 4321-4326. 4450 Great import- 

ance of the increased facilities of conveyance since the railway, ib. 4469, 4470. 4545- 
4547 Limit outside which trawling in Galway Bay is not prohibited, ib. 4533-4536. 

Interference with the supply to the markets through the restrictions upon trawling, 

Huxley 4947 Comment upon the prohibition of trawling in Galway Bay in order 

to protect the Claddagh men ; impolicy of such protection, Brady 5343. 5470—5489. 
5538- 

See also Spiddal. 

Gear ( Fishing Boats). See Boats and Gear. 

Good, John. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Is owner of eleven trawl boais fishing off the 
eastern coast; is the largest proprietor of trawl boats in Ireland, and is also a ship- 
builder and sail-m!iker, 2206-221 2 Size of witness’s vessels; the tonnage is about 

twice as large as it was twenty years ago, 2209, 2210. 2234, 2235— — Average of about 
10/. per ton as the cost of the hull of a trawler, the sails and ropes costing about 2/. or 

2/. 5 s. a ton, 2213-2217 Several fishing grounds on the east coast fished by witness 

at different periods of the year, 2218-2220. 

Conclusion, based on a long experience of the east coast, that the fish off (he coast 

have not decreased within the last thirty or fourty years, 2221-2231 Decrease in the 

number of boats and of men on some parts of the coast, 2232, 2233 Way in which 

the prohibition upon trawling in Dublin Bay is very inconvenient to the trawlers, more 

especially in the winter, 2236-2239. 2399. 2424-2426 Lo ? s of large quantities offish 

to the public through the exclusion of trawlers from Dublin Bay and from other bays 
and estuaries, 2238-2242. 2258-2267. 

Statement as to the spawn of flat or round fish being never taken up in any of witness’s 

nets, 2243-2248. 2374-2376 Conclusion as to fish spawning in places where the 

trawlers do not work, or would not work even in bays, 2245-2250. 2457 Expla- 

nation as to the woiking of the trawl along the ground; obstacle to its going over rough 

• or sheltered ground where the fish spawn, 2250-2257 Large increase in the capture 

of fish in Dingle Bay since the removal of restrictions, 2258-2262 Injurious effect of 

- 443-1- D 2 the 
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Good, John. (Analysis of his Evidence)— continued. 
the restrictions in Galway Bay; instance of this, 2263-2268. 2345-2353. 2441, 2442. 
245»> 2452. . 

Numerous parts of the coast where good fishing grounds exist, and are not made 

available, 2269-2296 Large quantities of fish off the coast of Galway and Donegal, 

so that there is great scope for the employment of boats with lines and hooks, 22 (39 

.2287 Great reduction in the number of the Claddagh men ; introduction lately ot a 

few trawlers without opposition on their part, 2281 -2291— —Very good line-fishing at 

Berehaven, 2292 Good fishing ground for trawls off the Arran Islands, 2294 

Very little fishing carried on at the Nymph Bank, off Waterford, 2295. 

Exceptional instances of injury by trawlers to the lines and hooks. 2297, 2298. 2377- 

2082. 28Q2-23Q4 Vast extent of ground suitable for long-line fishing, but unsuitable 

for trawlino-, 2299 Denial that trawlers interfere injuriously with the herring fishery, 

2000 Large number of people along the coast who would follow fishing pursuits 

but for their inability to provide proper boats and gear, 2301-2303 ——Utter unfitness of 
lar»e and expensive companies for working the fisheries profitably ; limited profits made by- 

witness adverted to hereon, 2304-2324. 2329-2333- Advantage of small local 

companies or copartnerships comprising practical fishermen exclusively, 2305-2307. 
2406. 

Opinion that no injury would be done to long-line fishing in Dundrum Bay if the 

restriction upon trawling were removed, 2325-2328 -Disapproval of loans, except to 

practical fishermen having already some appliances of their own, 2334, 2335. ‘-435- 2 43° 

Conclusion that there should be no restriction whatever upon trawlers, whether large 

or small and that no practical injury would result to the long-line men, 2336-2354. 2399- 

240 o 245i-°457 Comment on the permission to fish with sand-eel seines in bays, 

whilst trawling is prohibited, 2341-2344. 2470, 2471 Approval of protection m the 

case only of oyster-beds, 2354. 

Difficulty in summer time as to the manning of trawling boats, 2355-2358 System 

of shares by which witness’s crews are paid, 2359 Doubt as to there being any great 

want of piers and harbours on the western coast, facilities in this respect being however 

very essential, 2360-2373 Larger population employed in long-line fishing than in 

trawlino- on the east coast, the trawlers however, working all the year round, 2385-2399 
Increase in the rate of wages adverted to as a main cause of the diminished employ- 
ment in fishing on the southern and western coasts, 2404, 2405. 2431. 

Difficulty in re-establishing fishing off the coast of Sligo, as it can only be carried on 
for three months in the year ; necessity in such case of fishing and farming being com- 
bined, 2407-2417. 2431-2436 Circumstances under which facilities for curing fish 

may be desirable, 2410-2413. 2420, 2421. 2448-2450— -Objection to a close season for 

fish 0418, 2410 Sale in Dublin market of all the fish taken by witness s trawlers, 

2427-2430 Failure of an attempt set on foot after the famine for developing trawling 

off the western coast, 2437, 2438. _ , 

Slight extent to which the restrictions upon trawling interfere practically with witness s 
ooerations ; expediency nevertheless of the abolition of all restrictions, 2439-2444 
Approval of the clauses in the Bill in regard to volun.ary agreements between owners 

and crews, 2445-2447 Further statement as to the great loss of fish through the 

restrictions upon trawling in bays and estuaries, 2451, 2452-— Inconsistency in allow- 
ing trawling in some bays and in preventing it in others ; this, howevei, being done by 
the Board of Works only on application from the localities, 2452-2457. 2401-2470. 
Comment on the permission to small trawlers to fish in Waterford Bay, whilst large 

trawlers are prohibited, 2456, 2457 Difficulty in accounting for the disappearance ot 

haddock off the coast ; belief that they will return again, 2458-2460- — Advantage ot 

an official injury into the subject of spawning, 2473 Doubt as to the expediency ot 

a Government survey as to the existence of fishing grounds not new known, 2474 • 

Inaccuracy of a statement as to the whole Irish sea being good trawling ground, 10. 
[Second Examination.] Injurious effect upon private enterprise through the trawling 

restrictions, 2475 Way in which these restrictions are very prejudicial to the crews 

as well as to the owners of the vessels, ih. — —Very improvident character of the lush 

fishermen, 2475, 2476 Large quantity of fish in Dublin Bay further adverted to, 2475 

Several bays, as well as Dublin Bay, in which large supplies of fis.i are lost to the 

public through the prohibition upon trawling, ib. 

Entire inadequacy of the accommodation in Ilowth Harbour for large trawling vessels, 

247 -V 2406-2500. 2518-2522 Great want of a good harbour at Skerries, in the County 

of Dublin, 2475 Great difficulty experienced by large vessels through there being no 

suitable harbour between Kingstown and Belfast Lough, 2475. 2531-2536. 

Further statement as to the importance of articles of agreement between owners and 
crews; great difficulty at present as to continuous employment of the latter, 2477 2488. 

2504-2507 Large scope for increased employment in the fisheries, 2484 2495— • 

Advantages of a system of training and apprentices boys for employment in the fisheries. 
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Good, John. (Analysis of his Evidence)— continued. 

2488-2492. 2508-2510 Equally profitable character of trawling as in former years, 

2501-2503. 

Obstacles to success in sending large vessels to fish off the west coast for a short 

period of ihe year, 2511-2517 With regard to the silting up of harbours on the east 

coast, this would not apply to Skerries, 2523-2530 Arrangement between the Irish 

boats and the Cornish and English boats off the Dublin coast, as to their fishing by 
turns, 2537-2545. 

Griffith, Sir Richard. See Reports of Mr. Barry. 



II. 

Haddock. Conclusion as to the great falling off in the supply of haddock off the east coast, 

Brabazon 2028, 2029 Great decrease in the supply of haddock off the east coast, 

Good 2230, 2231 Difficulty in accounting for the disappearance of haddock off the 

coast; belief that they will return again, id. 2448-2460 Haddock have disappeared 

altogether for the present, Barry 3886. 

Hake. Great variation in the hake fishing, it having quite failed the last two or three years, 

Stephens 2757-2759 Decrease in the capture of hake as well as haddock, Barry 

3886. 

Harbours. See Piers and Harbours. 

Hart, Martin Raphael. (Analysis of his Evidence.)— Resides at Clifden, Galway ; was 
formerly ensaged in fishing off the coast, and in tlie purchase and sale offish, 4139-4142. 

4173 Practice formerly at Clifden to fish for herrings in open boats, great numbers of 

people having been employed, not only in fishing, but in curing, making the nets, &c., 4 1 4 2 > 

4143. 4156. 4163. 4200-4214 There was also much hook-line fishing, and some 

trawling, 4144,4145 Dissent from the coast-guard officer’s returns for 1865 and 

1866, as to a great increase having taken place in the number of boats and men 
employed off the coast near Clifden; question hereon whether boats collecting sea-weed 
may not be included in these returns, 4146-4154. 4174-4182. 

Great decline since the time of the famine in the state of the fisheries at Clifden, &c., 
whereas the quantity offish off the coast is probably as great as ever, 4155—4165.4186-4188. 

4200-4238 Want of boats and gear to which the present depression is owing, so that 

loans to the fishermen would have a most beneficial effect, 4159-4167. 4189-4194- 
Large capture of herrings in former years as compared with the capture now-a-days, 
4168-4172. 

Modes of disposal of the fish in former times, much having been salted or cured, 4173. 

4195-4199 Numerous stores and curing stations formerly in the Clifden district and 

along the coast, nearly all of which have disappeared, 4173. 4200-4216. 4235-4237 

Considerable trade in sea-weed and kelp along the coast, 4174-4185. 

Suoo-esied establishment along the coast by means of loans, of stores for fishing gear, 

and for curing, 4189-4194 Disposal in Clifden or Westport of the fish now caught, it 

being the practice to salt them before sending them to market, 4218-4223 Very large 

number of boats in 1836, in the district comprised in the present coast guard return, 
4224-4226. 

Opinion as regards trawling, that fish spawn chiefly in shallow water, and that re- 
strictions upon trawling in deepwater are not essential, 4239-4248 Very profitable 

fishing formerly off Clifden for sun fish; decline of this pursuit, the fish not being so 
numerous, and large boats being required, 4249-4259. 

Hector Mr. Fishing operations of Mr. Hector on the western coast, private capital having- 

alone been used, M'Kerlie, 642-648 Retirement of Mr. Hector from his operations 

at Achill Sound, in consequence of being prohibited from making use of bag-nets oft ihe 

coast for salmon, ib. 645, 646 Fishing operations by Mr. Hector at Achill Island 

adverted to; beneficial operation thereof. Savage 3015-3022. 

Herring Fishery. Great fluctuation in the quantity of herrings off the coast in different 
years, M‘ Her lie 375-399- 

Large increase of late in the capture of herrings on the east coast, M‘Kerlie 377 ; 

Brabazon 1793-1799 ; Good 2228, 2229 Great uncertainty in the supply ot herrings 

on any particular part of the coast, Sir J. Bombrain, 967-970. 1075, 1076 Oojec- 
tion to herring nets being shot in the day time; in such case any injury from trawlers 
should be at the risk of the net owners, Andrews 1603-1610. 1736-1741. 

Conclusion as to the trawlers not interfering much with the herring fishery, Brabazon 
1800-1808 Disapproval of restrictions upon shooting herring nets m the day- 
time ib. 2035-2038 Effect of the large herring shoals off Howth in causing other fish 

to frequent the place, ib. 2090, 2091 Denial that trawlers interfere injuriously with 

ihe herring fishery, Good 2300. 

443-1. d 3 Prosperous 
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Herring Fishery— continued. 

Prosperous state of the herring fisheries on the eastern coast, the example of the 
Cornish and Manx boats having been very salutary, Barry 3576-3579. 3617-3622. 

3828. 3860-3866 Considerable supplies of herrings formerly on the west coast, whereas 

now they are chiefly found on the east coast, ib. 3831-3834. 3868 Large capture of 

herrings in former years off the west coast, as compared with the capture now-a-days, 
Hart 4168-4172. 

Conclusion as to trawling not interfering with the course of shoals of herring in the 

sea, but only in the bays along the coast, Barry 4334-4336. 4378, 4379 The herring 

fishery in bays is not much affected by trawling, ib. 4447-4449 Approval of the pro- 

hibition of drift-net fishing for herrings in the day-time, ib. 4553-4557. 

Doubt as to herrings being frightened away through the setting of herring nets in the 
day-time, Huxley 5053, 5054. 

Impetus given to fishing enterprise at certain points, owing to the large influx of 
herrings during the last few years, Rep. iii. 

See also Boats and Gear. Branding. Curing Houses. Drift Nets. 

East Coast. Howtli. Spawn and Fry. Trawling. 

Hornsby, Edward. (Analysis of his Evidence). — Is Secretary to the Board of Works in 

Ireland ; has been connected with public works in Ireland for thirty year?, 1, 2 

Administration of the deep sea-fisheries in Ireland by the Board of Works since the 
passing of ihe Act 1 & 2 Will. 4, c. 33, the fisheries having been previously under the 

Commissioners of Inland Navigation, 3-6 Appointment of the Board of Works as 

Commissioners of Fisheries under the Act 5 & 6 Viet. c. 106 ; 3. 7. 

Appointment of Mr. Barry and Mr. Ff'ennell as the first two inspectors under the Act 

5 & 6 Viet., they having subsequently been made inspeciing commissioners, 8-15 

Statement on the subject of the Board having occasionally struck out portions of the 
reports made by the inspecting commissioners before presentation to Parliament, 16—20 

Belief that no alterations were made in the reports of Mr. Brady, when inspector, 

after the retirement of Mr. Ffenncll, 21-23 Non-appointment hitherto of any suc- 

cessor to Mr. Brady, 24. 35. 

Meeting of the Board for fishery business whenever occasion requires, 25 Nume- 

rous and important functions discharged by the Board, irrespectively of the administration 
of the fisheries ; opinion that sufficient time is nevertheless devoted to the latter duty, 

26-33. 158, 159 There are practically but two commissioners at the Board, besides 

the inspecting commissioner for fisheries, 30-32 Insufficient staff for the fishery 

business, there being no inspector but Mr. Barry, 34. 150-155. 195 Inability of Mr. 

Barry to make all the local inspections that are necessary, or to report in sufficient detail ; 
staff of inspectors required for this purpose, 34. 152-155. 199-202. 258-262. 

Statement as to a clerk in the office accompanying Mr. Barry whenever he holds 
meetings, and as to the former having on some exceptional occasions made investigations 

himself, 36-43 Circumstances by which the visits of Mr. Barry to any fishery district 

are guided and determined, 44-52 Practice of the inspecting commissioner to report 

in all cases to the Board. 53 Consideration of the views arrived at by the Board in 

disapproval of trawling ; postponement of any alteration or any action in the matter 
pending the expected legislation on deep sea-fisheries generally, 54-65. 103, 104. 119-140. 
1 45 — ' 5 0, 

Daia for the conclusions expressed in the reports of the Board for 1865 and 1866 as 
to the fisheries exhibiting on the whole a decided improvement; explanation that this 

has reference more especially to the eastern coast, 65-83 Large quantity of salmon 

included in the returns of the supply offish in 1866; 69-75 Enormous decrease since 

the years before the famine in the number of boats and of crews employed in the fisheries, 

84-86 Impoverished condition of the people consequent upon the famine, owing to 

which the boats and gear have become greatly deteriorated, 87, 88. 161- Effect of 

emigration in diminishing the fishing population, 87. 141-144. 160. 

Belief that if means were forthcoming a large number of the maritime population 

would resume fishing pursuits, 89. 162 Impression, as to the benefits produced by the 

loans made to the fishing interest by the society presided over by Mr. Andrews, 91-96. 
163-166 Opinion that an extended system of State loans would act very advantage- 

ously to the fisheries, the question of security being however a difficult one, 97. 167-179. 
188. 

Practice of the Board not to assume the initiative in fishery matters, nor to impose 

restrictions, unless upon application, 98-102 Explanation that the Board is under 

the control cif the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council, and is not amenable to the 

Chief Secretary or to the Treasury, 105-1 10 Policy of restriction as regards trawling 

&c., before the Act 5 & 6 Viet., whilst under that Act restrictions were made excep- 
tional, 113-121. 

Local inquiry through Mr. Barry, when applications are made for the prohibition, or 
for the allowance of trawling, the Board being guided by his reports, and by the circum- 
: . , Stances 
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Hornsby, Edward. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

stances of each case before making any bye-laws, 121-140. 145-150 Few applica- 

tions on the subject of trawling within the last two years ; postponement of any regula- 
tions in these cases, 126-130.137,138 Very rare attendance of the commissioners 

at the meetings held by Mr. Barry ; ample data before them irrespectively of personal 

inquiry, 131-136. 145-150.283-288 Explanation that the whole department of the 

Board of Works may be used for fishery business, Mr. Barry having practically the 
management, 150, 151. 

Statement as to a loss of 13,000 1 . having heen incurred in respect of loans previously 

to 1831 ; 168, 169.250-256 Question of a consolidation of the fishery laws adverted 

to, 180-184 Expediency of a separate inspector for the salmon fisheries and the 

sea-coast fisheries, 185-187 Want of an inspection at least twice a year of every 

important fishery, 186. 199-201 Statement as to canoes being included in the returns 

of the number of boats along the coast; these are confined to the western coast, 189-192. 
223-225. 

Similar powers of the inspecting commissioners to those of the other commissioners so 

far as relates to fishery business, I93, 194 There is no close time for deep-sea fishing, 

196-198 Services rendered by the coast guard in connection with the fishery laws; 

they have no remuneration for whai they do, 201. 211-218 Total of seventeen oyster- 

bed licenses granted under the Act of 1866 ; 203 Considerable assistance given by the 

Scotch Board of Fisheries, but not in the shape of loans, 2o5-2o8 Means of the 

Board for enforcing their regulations and restrictions, 209-218. 

Information relative to the fishery piers and harbours along the coast, and the limits 
as to contribution by the Board of Works; transfer of each work, when completed, to 

the county, 226-244 Condition of Hovvth Harbour adverted to ; want of funds for the 

removal of some rocks in the approach to the harbour, 231—233 Want of repairs at 

Newcastle pier on the coast of Down ; opinion as to the fault resting with the grand 

jury, 236-240 Doubt as to the original construction of the pier at Ballycotton, Cork, 

having been radically defective, 245-249. 

Further statement as to the advantage to be derived from frequent and detailed reports 

by inspectors, 258-262 Question as to the effect produced upon ihe fisheries by the 

bad years of 1860-62 ; 263-270 Advance by the Board of some loans for the estab- 
lishment of curing houses, the houses having eventually been sold, 271-274 Great 

difficulty in parts of the west coast, in bringing the fish to market, 275 — -Prospect of 
improvement in the oyster fisheries if the Board could make loans without difficulty as to 

the security, 276-280 Grant of several oyster-bed licenses, without means having 

been taken by the parties to stock the beds, 281 Doubt whether the Board could give 

exclusive rights of dredging, 282. 

Hoshyn, Staff Commander Richard, R. jv. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Was for twenty years 

engaged in the coast survey of Ireland, 5081-5088 Frequent employment by witness, 

for scientific purposes, of an apparatus for bringing up minute objects from the sea 

bottom; way in which the apparatus works, 5089-5099 Statement as to this 

apparatus having never brought up the spawn offish; conclusion, based on this and 
other grounds, that trawling in bays and estuaries would not destroy spawn, or be injurious 

to the fisheries, 5100-5127. 5138-5155. 5 2 °4> 5 2( ?5- 5 2 33“5 2 35- 5 2 55. 5 2 fi6 Opinion 

that fish spawn chiefly in very deep water, and in rough places where trawlers cannot 
work, 5105-5107. 5110-5115. 51 18-5120. 5124. 5149-5155- 5161-5165- 

Limited area of ihe trawling grounds off the Irish coast, 5107-5109. 5116 

Approval of full permission to trawlers to work in bays and estuaries, on the score that 
largely increased quantities of fish might be taken, without any appreciable effect upon 

the general supply, 5116-5127. 5143-5148. 5198. 5 2 55~5 2 6i Advantage if some 

means were taken for surveying the fishing grounds round Ireland ; necessity of this 
being done by practical persons, 5123. 5128-5131. 5214-5216. 

Depressed condition of the Irish fishermen ever since witness has known them, this being 
owing probably more to want of proper boats and gear than anything else, 5125-5136. 

5167-5181 -Migratory habits of herrings and other fish, it being essential to follow 

them when they change their feeding grounds, 5125-5128. 5167—5181. 5206—5208. 5216 

Usefulness of the fisheries as a source of supply of men to the navy and the coast 

guard, more especially in case of war, 5137. 5209-5213. 5237-5246 Doubt as to 

trawling being injurious to the line fishermen or the trammel-net men, except under 
special circumstances, 5138-5141. 5182, 5183.5258. 

Probability of restrictions being desirable in some cases for the protection of the shore 
fishermen, though not really required in the interests of the fisheries, 5142-5148. 5166. 

5198. 5257, 5258 Exceptional circumstances, as in Dublin Bay, under which long 

lines have been injured by trawlers, 5156, 5157 Objection to a close time for trawling 

443 — I. d 4 5*5 7 *~ 
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Hoshjn, Staff Commander Richard, R.N. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

5 , 57*-5 , 6o. 5253, 5254 Obstacles to successful fishing operations on a large scale 

off the north-eastern coast, 5185-5192 Want of some machinery for providing that 

the local piers are kept in a proper state of repair, 5189, 5190. 5193-5197* 

Great difficulty in enforcing a prohibition upon night trawling, 5198 Obstacle to 

companies carrying on fishing operations on the west coast, 5199, 5200 Advantage 

of the combination of agriculture and fishing, 5201-5203. 5247-5249 Want of an 

improved class of boat on different parts of the coast, 5217-5221. 5225-5232. 5236 

Unfavourable character of the Sligo coast and Mayo coast for fishing operations all the 

year round, 5222-5224 Impediments to carrying out a restriction upon trawling 

within a five-fathom or ten-fathom line, 5260, 5261. 

Great usefulness of Howth Harbour to the fishing boats, it being necessary to remove 

the sand and silt from time to time, 5264-5268. 5 2 75~5 2 78 Heavy expense in making 

good harbours on the east coast, on acconnt of their silting up, 5269-5273 Advan- 

tages of Skerries as the locality for an improved harbour, 5273, 5274. 

Howth : 

Condition of Howth Harbour adverted to ; want of funds for the removal of some 

rocks in the approach to the harbour, Hornsby 231-233 Very great improvement in 

the fisheries at Howth, M ( Kerlie 374 Advantage of the curing-houses established by 

Government, Brabazon 1895. 1959-1963 Excellent facilities at Howth, so that it is 

the great depot of the herring fishery, ib. 1957-1966. 1975 Advantage of a jetty or 

landing pier through the middle of the harbour, ib. 1967, 1968 Great injury done to 

the lines by the trawlers, ib. 2023. 2121. 2183, 2184. 

Entire inadequacy of the accommodation in Howth Harbour for large trawling vessels, 

Good 2475. 2496-2500. 2518-2522 Great importance of improvements at Howth 

Harbour; circumstance of the tolls received not being available for the purpose, Barry 
3582-3589. 3623-3659 The tolls amount to 600 l. a year, ib. 3584. 3649. 3846. 

Aid «iven to English and Scotch vessels as well as Irish vessels by improving Howth 

and other harbours on the east coast, Barry 3829 Reference to Howth as the most 

important point on the east coast for a good harbour, whereas the expenditure on the 
harbour there is far short of what is required, ib. 3835-3837. 397 2- 397*3 — Want at 

Howth of a system of branding, ib. 3893 Witness has seen some 500 fishing vessels 

assembled at Howth, the scene altogether being most gratifying, ib. 3919, 3920- 

Arrangements at Howth fur the administration of justice; improvements required, 
ib. 3921-3928. 

Explanation as regards Howth Harbour that it was vested in the Board ofWorks, 
irrespectively of the fisheries, and that any money required for its repair in addition to the 

tolls must be voted by Parliament, Stewart 4777-4786 Great usefulness of Howth 

Harbour to the fishing boais, it being necessary to remove the sand and silt from time to 

time, Hoshjn 5264-5268. 5275-5278 Bad situation cf the harbour for large boats, 

Brady 5555“5557* 

Suggestions by Mr. Forster for improving the accommodation, App. 281 Memorial 

from the fishermen at Howth to the Board ofWorks, praying for certain improvements to 
the harbour, ib. 282, 283 Statement showing the condition of the harbour with refer- 

ence to its silting up, ib. 324. 

See also Curing Houses. East Coast. 

Huxley, Professor Thomas, F.R.S. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Was one of the Royal 
Commission appointed in 1863 for the purpose of inquiring into the sea fisheries of the 

United Kingdom, 4906- Object of the commission chiefly to inquire into the supply of 

fish along the coast, and the effect of trawling in regard to the supply and capture, 4907— 

4^09 -Total of eighty-five inquiries or local investigations, held by the Commissioners, 

4910-4912 Conclusion arrived at that the complaints of the line fishermen had no 

foundation, and that the supply and capture had not fallen, 4913, 4914 Also that all 

legislative restrictions upon the mode of fishing in shore should be repealed, and complete 
freedom allowed, 4915-4917. 

Careful inquiry by the commission into the effect of trawling in bays and estuaries, and 

the question of destruction of spawn thereby, 4918-4920. 4938 Extremely conflicting 

evidence given before the commission as to the effect produced by trawling as regards both 

spawn and fry, 4920. 4932, 4933. 4938. 4976 Details in support of the conclusion 

that there is no proof of injury to spawn by trawling, whilst there is little if anything 
known concerning the spawn offish, except herring spawn, 4920-4939. 4945- 4955- 499 2_ 
4998. 5017-5019. 5037-5042. 

Steady improvement in the condition of the fishing population at Brixham, where trawl- 
ing has been carried on for the last seventy or eighty years, without the ground being 

trawled 
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Huxley, Professor Thomas, F.R.S. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

trawled out, or the fish frightened away, 4938-4941. 4999“5007 Absence of any 

instance of a fishing ground having been trawled 00^4938,4939.5007 -Capture of 

some kinds of immature fish by trawlers; such fish, however, when of full size, being 
rarely taken by long lines, 4942-4944. 

Effect of restrictions in Ireland in diminishing the supply to the markets, 4946, 4947 

Belief that in the interests of the Irish fisheries the existing restrictions are not of the 

slightest value, 4948 Uselessness of a close time, as regards the interests of the 

fisheries, 4951 Distinction between the case of the long-line fishermen and the trammel- 

net fishermen, witness contending that restrictions are not required, nor advisable, in the 
interests of the former, 4952-4955. 4970-4988. 

Destruction of trammel-nets by trawlers going over them, it being desirable, probably, 
to impose some restriction for the protection of trammel-net fishing, 4953- 49^7- 49^6- 

4988. 5076-5080 Belief as to long lines not being necessarily injured by the trawl 

boats, 4953, 4954. 4971-4973- 5008 Fitness of many parts of the Irish coast for 

oyster cultivation, 4956 Objection to the consent of the landowner being required be- 

fore any one can lay an oyster bed below low-water mark, 4957-4961. 5009, 5010. 

Few restrictions imposed by the Board of Works in Ireland as compared with their 

large powers in the matter, 4962-4964 Contemplated non-interference of the Board 

with the fisheries, 4965 Advantages to the public under the practice of trawling as 

compared with other modes of fishing in bays and estuaries in Ireland, 4966-4970 

Impolicy of doing anything tending to perpetuate the system of long-line fishing, 4970. 

4974. 4975- 49^7- 

Disapproval of any legislative restriction whatever, whilst if restrictions be applied at 
all it should only be after full inquiry in each case and upon the direct sanction of 

the Lord Lieutenant in Council, 4980-4990. 5058-5072 Expediency of limiting the 

power of making bye-laws to the question of restricting trawling in narrow bays at parti- 
cular hours or seasons, 4984, 4985. 4991. 

Difficulty in judging of the locality of spawning beds from the capture of small fish, 

4994-4998. 5024-5026 Frequent planting of oyster beds below low-water mark, 

5011-5013 Particular kind of shore and bottom required for oyster planting, 5014- 

5016 Obstacle to large trawlers working in narrow bays, 5020—5023 -Injurious 

effect of the bye-laws in force on the Irish coast, in so far as they fetter fishing opera- 
tions, and tend to perpetuate existing jealousies, 5027-5030. 

Doubt as to trawling being injurious to the small fry, 5031-5033 Immense destruc- 
tion of the spawn and fry of herrings, See. by other fish, 5032. 5040. 5057 Practice of 

the French Government in regard to restrictions adverted to, 5034, 5035 Inaccuracy 

of the view that the fisheries form a valuable nursery for the navy, 5036 Degree of 

uncertainty involved in the cultivation of oysters, though with proper care and judgment 

large profits may be realised, 5044-5052 Doubt as to herrings being frightened away 

through the setting of herring nets in the day time, 5053, 5054. 

Witness repeats that he is in favour of an Act abolishing all restrictions, though 
on grounds of policy it may be desirable to apply bye-laws in individual cases, 5058- 
5080. 



I. 

Import of Fish. Large importation into Ireland of descriptions offish from Newfoundland 
and Scotland with which the Irish coasts abound, Rep. iv. See also Liny. 

Inland Fisheries. Control at one period of both the inland and sea coast fisheries by the 

Board of Works ; inspecting staff available for this purpose, M‘Kerlie 294-303 

Approval of one Board for the inland and sea coast fisheries, Sir J. Dombrain 1072 

Expediency of the inland and sea coast fisheries being under one Board, independent of 
the Board of Works, and composed of practical men, Brabazon 2138, 2139. 

Opinion as to the inexpediency of combining the sea coast and inland fisheries under 

one management, Barry 3409, 3410 Contemplated continuance of the present mode 

of administration of the inland fisheries, that is, separately from the coast fisheries, ib. 

3805-3808 Question whether the sea coast fisheries might not be placed under the 

same Board as the inland fisheries ; increase of expense in such case, Stewart 4703- 
4708. 4746-4750. 

Decided advantage if the sea fisheries were removed from the Board of Works and 
were placed under the same Board as the inland fisheries, with a proper inspecting staff, 
Brady 5300-5303. 5398-5417 There should be three Commissioners on the com- 

bined Board, with two inspectors constantly visiting the coast fisheries, ib. 5301. 5418- 
5420. 

443— I. E Further 
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Inland Fisheries — continued. 

Further remarks and suggestions by Mr. Brady in connection with the proposed 
administration of the inland and coast fisheries by a separate Board, App. 315- 

Recommendation by the Committee that the inland fisheries and sea coast fisheries be 
amalgamated under one Board, Rep. vii. 

See also Board of Works. Inspection. 

Inspection : 

1 . As to the Inspecting Staff, its Insufficiency, and. the Increase required. 

2 . Importance attached to frequent Inspection. 

3. Question of a combined Inspection of the Inland and Coast Fisheries. 

4 . Conclusions of the Committee. 

1. As to the Inspecting Stuff, its Insufficiency, and the Increase required: 
Appointment of Mr. Barry and Mr. Ffennell as the first two inspectors under the Act 
5 & 6 Viet., they having subsequently been made Inspecting Commissioners, Hornsby 

8-1 Non-appointment hitherto of any successor to Mr. Brady, ib. 24. 35 

Insuffic'ent staff fi>r the fishery business, there being now no inspector but Mr. Barry, 

ib. 34. 150-155. 195 Inability of Mr. Barry to make all the local inspections that 

are necessary or repon in sufficient detail ; staff of inspectors required for this purpose, 

ib. 34. 152-155. 199-202. 258-262 Circumstances by which the visits of Mr. Barry 

to any fishery district are guided and determined, ib. 44-52. 

Advanced aue of Mr. Barry, who has been the sole Inspecting Commissioner since a 
short time before the removal of the inland fisheries ; several instances of Ins inability to 
attend meetings in consequence of illness, MKerlie 302-313 —Increased business of 
the sea coast fisheries, whilst the inspecting staff has diminished, ib. 3H-.3 l 7 
Expediency of two - fficient inspectors for visiting the sever.d districts and reporting more 

fully to the Commissioners, ib. 31S-323. 349- .484-486- Probable sufficiency of one 

inspector if there were no restrictions to be put in force, ib. 536, 537. 

Want of two inspectors for constantly visiting the fisheries, besides whom there should 
be a chief inspector <>r supreme head 'in Dublin, Sir J. Dombrain 914, 915. 922. 936- 

942. 1116-1118. 1134-1136 Utter inadequacy of the present inspection of the 

fisheries, it being absolutely necessary to have two inspectors constantly visiting them, 
Andrews 151 1-1515. 1684, 1685 Increase of staff required for the proper administra- 
tion of the fisheries, Brabazon 2136, 2137 Very rare instances of any mspeciion of 

the fisheries at Waterford, or on ihe adjacent coast, Stephens 2586-2588. 

Full occupation of witness’s time before the separation of the inland and sea coast 

fisheries, Barry 3388-3395 Obstacle to witness frequently inspecting the thirty-eight 

fishery districts now under his charge ; necessity in each case of an order from the Board 

before any travelling expenses are incurred, ib. 3396-3400 Decided want o I additional 

inspectors for the fisheries, ib. 3674-3679— Suggestion that in each province there 
should be a resident inspector constantly visiting die fisheries and pointing out remedies 
for deficiencies, ib. 3679-3687. 

Advantage by the appointment of additional inspectors, two, if not three, being re- 
quired, Stewart 4650-4652. 4659 Contemplated addition of two inspectors to the 

present staff, ii. 4751-4755 Advantage of inspectors being resident iiitheirdis.net, 

ib. 4860-4862 Probable sufficiency of one inspector if the Board are to have nothing 

to do with the question of restrictions upon trawling, or with loans to fishermen, piers, 
&c., ib. 4870-4884. 

Decided inadequacy, more especially in recent years, of the staff for the administration 
of the coast fisheries of Ireland, Brady 5286-5298. 5415- 

2 . Importance attached to frequent Inspection : 

Want of an inspection at least twice a year of every important fishery, Hornsby 186. 

jqq- 201 Further siatement as to the advantage to be derived from frequent and 

detailed reports by inspectors, ib. 258-262 Usefulness of a regular inspection of the 

several districts even though the Board of Works did not interfere in the matter of 
trawline, M'Kerlie 656-663 Nature of the function which the inspectors should dis- 

charge so as to foster and encourage the fisheries. Sir J. Dombrain 1134. 1 137-1139- 
Importance of the information to be obtained from more frequent inspection, Stephens 
2*73-2777 Advantage if the fisheries were regularly visited by the Fishery .Commis- 
sioner* or inspectors, Savage 2971-2977. 3065-3067 Limited good to be derived from 

constant inspection unless there were power to remedy deficiencies, Barry 3401-3404. 
Expediency of each fishery district being visited once a year or oftener, Brady 5299 

Valuable advice to be given to the fishermen by a body of Inspecting Commissioners, 

i&. 5417-5419 Conclusion as to the expediency of full facilities of inspecting the 

Irish fisheries, Hon. B. F. Primrose 5828-5835- 

3. Question 
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Inspection — continued. 

3 . Question of a combined Inspection of the Inland and Coast Fisheries : 

Expediency of a separate inspector for the salmon fisheries and the sea coast fisheries, 

Hornsby 185-187 Opinion as to the sufficiency of two inspectors for both the salmon 

and sea coast fisheries, MKerlie 520 Doubt, however, as to the advantage of com- 
bining the sea coast and salmon fisheries under one inspection, ib. 521-524 Probable 

clashing of the inspectors if they were, all under one Board for both the sea coast and 
inland fisheries, Stewart 4756-4761. 

4 . Conclusions of the Committee: 

Resolution adopted by the Committee in legat'd to the appointment of inspectors, and 
the functions to be discharged by them. Rep. vii. xiv — —Contemplated appointment of 
a sufficient number of inspectors to perform the duties necessary in connection with a 
combined administration of the coast and inland fisheries, ib. vii. 

See also Board of Works. Brophy, Mr. Reports of Mr. Barry. Trawling. 

Irish Sea Fishery Company ( Limited ). Reference to the operations of the Irish Sea 
Fishery Company at Howth, and the difficulties which they have had to encounter, 
Barry 3893. 3912-3916. See also Forster, Robert. 

Isle of Man. Very large fishery off the Isle of Man, Sir J. Dombrain 971. 



Kenmare Bay. See French, J. Townsend. 

Killybegs {Donegal). The fish are as plentiful as ever at Killybegs, Andrews 1414, 1415 
Good state of the pier at this place, App. 305. 

Kilmore Pier. Expenditure of 6,000 l. on this pier, whilst it is now quite useless, Ste- 
phens 2579, 2580. 2856-2864. 2881 . 28S4. 

Kingstown. Large quantity of nets in use at Kingstown, the majority of the fishermen not 
being Irishmen, M‘Kerlie 649-655. See also Dublin Bay. 

Kinsale. Large quantity of both hake and mackerel fishing at Kinsale, M‘Kerlie 767-769 

Very successful mackerel fishing lately by the Kinsale men, Andrews i486 Large 

mackerel fishery at Kinsale, there being several capitalists there, and witness’s society 
having advanced some money, ib. 1556-1562. 



L. 

Ladies Cove, Tramore. Doubt as to a new pier being much wanted at Ladies Cove, 

Tramore, Sir J. Dombrain 1199. 1201-1204 Question as to the efficiency of 

the plan for the new pier being constructed at Ladies Cove, Sir J. Dombrain 1247- 
1250. 

Landing Piers or Slips. Limited extent to which advances or grants are made for landing 

piers, M‘ Kerlie 798-800 Statement as to the want of slips or landing places rather 

than of piers ur harbours on the coast near Belmullet ; small expense of the former as 
compared with tiie latter, Savage 3010-3014. 3038-3044. 3057-3064. 3083-3097. 3101- 
3106. 3118, 31 19 Limited extent to which outlay in piers on the west coast is desir- 

able, there being a want rather of slips or landing places for the small boats used off 

the coast, Barry 3353-3356- 3557-3674- 3660-3673. 3688 Benefit to be conferred 

by inclined planes upon which the boat could be lifted or landed by means of a capstan, 
ib. 3353. See also Blind Harbour. 

Landlords. Obstacle formerly on the part of landlords to the establishment of fishing 
stations on the west coast ; facility given at present, Barry 3552-3556. 

Le Fanu, Mr. Practical knowledge of witness’s colleague in regard to fishery matters, 
M‘Kerlie 341. See also Board of Works. 

v Legislation. The Committee earnestly urge on the Government the policy of introducing 
a measure, as soon as possible, to carry into effect the suggestions offered by the Com- 
mittee, Rep. vii. 

Line Fishing. See Long Line Fishing. Traioling. 

Ling. Great want of curing houses for ling, of which there are large quantities off the 
coast., whereas there is a considerable import from Scotland, Andrews 1539. 1690-1695. 

443 — 1. E2 Loans: 
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Loans: 

1. Particulars relative to the Fishery Loans granted in former Years, the 

Loss incurred, and the Benefits conferred. 

2. Question as to a Loan or Grant of 5,000 l. a Year having been available 

for many Years -past, though never claimed. 

3. Opinion as to a Sum of oOO l. a Year having been available since the Year 

4. Evidence before the Commission of 1836 in regard to Loans ; conclusions 

of the Commissioners on the Subject. 

5. Adoption of the Principle of Loans in the Bill of 1838. 

6. Omission of any Provision as to Loans in the Act 5 Sf 6 Viet. 

7. Evidence as to the Advantages to be derived from a Renewal of the System 

of Loans. 

8. Consideration of the Mode of Administration of Loans, and of the Question 

of Security. 

9. Question of Charging Interest. 

10. Conclusions and Recommendations of the Committee. 

1. Particulars relative to the Fishery Loans granted in former Years, the Loss 
incurred, and the Benefits conferred : 

Statement as to a loss of 13,000/. having been incurred in respect to loans made up to 

the year 1830, Hornsby 1 68, 169. 250-256 Explanation in regard to a sum of about 

12.000 l. out of the amount advanced to fishermen up to 1830 having been written off 

as irrecoverable, M‘KcrIie 551, 552. 574-579. 621, 622. 677-679 Personal security 

upon which loans were formerly granted, ib. 675-679 Several Acts under which the 

former loans were made to the fisheries; inquiry recently whether the discontinuance by 
Government of these loans was not illegal, ib. 780-788. 

Very useful effect of the loans made under the Act 59 Geo. 3; injudicious course to 
which the non-recovery of so large a sum as 13,000/. was chiefly owing, Barry 3243- 

3251 Particulars of expenditure in respect of loans between 1819 and 1830, ib. 4015- 

4022. 

Extracts from Reports of the former Commissioners of Irish Fisheiies, showing the 
beneficial operation of the system of loans and bounties, Ev. 168-170. 

Extracts from letter dated 14 January 1830, from the Commissioners of Irish Fisheries 
to the Chief Secretary for Ireland, strongly favourable to a continuance of the Fishery 
Loan Fund, Ev. 171. 

System of loans formerly in force concurrently with the system of bounties, there 

having been an annual grant of 5,000/., Barry 4570 Very beneficial operation of the 

former loans, whilst comparatively little money was lost, Brady 5'i i 7~5S l 9- 5553- 

2. Question as to a Loan or Grant of 5,000 /. a Year having been available for 

many Years past, though never claimed : 

Grounds for the statement that there is a Government grant of 5,000 l. a year avail- 
able under Act of Parliament to the Irish fisheries; since 1830 this sum though available 
has not been drawn from the Treasury, Andrews 134 8-1 373- 

Inaccuracy of Mr. Andrews in the statement that a sum of 5,000 /. a year was avail- 
able for the Irish fisheries for many years past ; concurrence of the law officers of the 

Crown in witness’s opinion that this is not so, Stewart 4681, 4682 Opinion that the 

sum of 5,000 /. a year is not available, Brady 5320. 5=53. 

3. Opinion ns to a Sum of 500 /. a Year having been available since the Year 

1630 : 

Grounds for the conclusion that a sum of 500 /. a year has been available for the 
fisheries ever since 1830, but has not been claimed, Brady 5320-5322. 5553, 555 4- 

4. Evidence before the Commission of 1836 in regard to Loans; conclusions of 

the Commissioners on the Subject : 

Contradictory evidence before the commission of 1836, in regard to a system of loans, 
the tendency being however decidedly favourable to loans, Barry 3 2 94“33°3 5 A PP- 

263, 264 Reference to and explanation upon a certain paper (App. 265-270), showing 

the views of Sir John Burgoyne, Mr. Radcliff, Mr. Mulvany, and witness, as set forth in 
1844, upon the general question of loans, Barry 33°4-33° 8 Suggestions by the com- 

mission of lS36j in approval of the grant of public loans in aid of local efforts or con- 
tributions, ib. 333A-334 0 - 

Conclusion drawn by Messrs. Townshend 8c Barry, as Commissioners of Inquiry in 
1836, as to the great benefits derived from the loan fund, and as to the expediency of a 
renewal of loans, Ev. 172. 

5 . Adoption 
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Loans — continued. 

5. Adoption of the Principle of Loans in the Bill of 1838 : 

Statement as to the Bill of 1838 having adopted the principle of loans: failure of this 
Bill explained, Barry 3273-3286. 

6. Omission of any Provision as to Loans in the Act 5 Sp 6 Viet. : 

Circumstance of the Act 5 & 6 Viet, having omitted any provision as to loans, whilst 

it was a very barren measure generally as regards the sea fisheries, Barry 3291-3293. 

7. Evidence as to the Advantages to be derived from a Renewal of the System of 

Loans : 

Concurrence in the opinion that an extended system of State loans would act very 
advantageously to the fisheries, Hornsby 97. 167-179.188; M‘I\erlie 408-420 ; Sir 

J. Dombrain 861. 872-876. 1068, 1069 Probability of many applications being made 

if loans could be procured, M‘Kerlie 672-674 Beneficial effect of loans in stimulating 

local enterprise and local subscriptions for the development of the fisheries, Sir J. 
Dombrain 1185-1192. 

Great good to be done by a large public loan whilst little if any risk of loss would be 

incurred, Andrews 1301. 1306, 1307 Numerous applications anticipated, if there were 

a large loan fund available, ib. 1489, 1490 Statement in defence of public loans to 

fishermen having small plots of grounds, as distinct from any question of loans in aid of 

agriculture, ib. 1590-1596 Very large sum which would probably be applied for, 

and could be beneficially used, if it were notified throughout the country that the money 
was forthcoming,^. 1662-1667. 

Immense good to be done by a system of loans, Brabazon 1890. 1948-1954 Pro- 

bability of loans being no longer required after the boats and gear were once put in 

proper order, ib. 2049-2052 Disapproval of loans except to practical fishermen 

having already some appliances of their own, Good 2334, 2335. 2435, 2436 Very 

beneficial results anticipated from Government, loans to deserving fishermen, it being 

advisable to take security, Stephens 2589, 2590. 2675-2679. 2760-2765. 2870-2872 

•Conclusion as to the great advantage of loans to the fisherman in witness’s locality, and 
as to the safety of the money. Savage 2944.-2950. 3073. 3155-3157. 

Approval of loans at the present time, provided they are judiciously and inexpensively 

managed, Barry 3310, 3311.3328. 3331. 3343 Contemplated appropriation of loans 

chiefly for boats and gear, ib. 3601-3604 Concurrence of' several authorities in former 

years in the view that loans are most expedient, ib, 4023-4028 Conclusion as to the 

great impetus to be given to employment and the capture of fish, by a renewal of the 
system of loans, ib. 4038-4040. 

Suggested establishment along the west coast, by means of loans, of stores for fishing 

gear and for curing. Hart 4189-4194 Expediency in an imperial sense, of granting 

loans to the fishermen even if 50,000 l. were lost : belief that there would be little if any 
loss, Brady 53I2-5317. 5446-5448. 5490-5498. 

8 . Consideration of the Mode of Administration of Loans, and of the Question of 

Security : 

Difficulty apprehended in regard to security, this being the only objection to a system 

of loans, Hornsby 97. 167-179. 188 ; M'Kerlie 408-420 Duty of the solicitor of the 

Board of Works to investigate the security offered for loans, M‘Kerlie 488 Ex- 

pediency of some security beyond that represented by the boats and gear, ib. 489-491 
Difficulty as to making loans on the persona! security of the fishermen, ib. 554, 555. 

563. 

Benefits anticipated from a system of loans, more especially if made through the 
instrumentality of small companies or local societies. Sir J. Dombrain 861. 872-876. 

1068-1069 Expediency of notextending the repayment of loans over too long a 

period, ib. 877 Advantage of Government loans to small local societies further 

adverted to, improbability of the money being lost, ib. 1038-1043. 1102. 1113-1115. 

Conclusion as to the beneficial results of Government loans if made on the same 
principle as the loans of the Society for Bettering the Condition of the Poor of Ireland, 

Andrews 1298-1309. 1343-1347. 1374-1378 Opinion that no great difficulty would 

be experienced in administering public loans to the extent of all applications made, ib. 

1585-1587 Check through the coastguard in regard to the security for Government 

loans, Brabazon 1952. 2060. 

Insufficiency of two inspectors for managing a loan fund in addition to their other 

duties, Barry 3341, 3342 Advantage in making public loans to the employers of 

labour and to intelligent people, rather than to fishermen of the poorest class, ib. 3547- 
3551. 3598-3600 Necessity of intermediate persons for seeing that loans are pro- 

perly expended : approval of the coastguard officers fulfilling this duty, ib. 3723-3726. 

3736-3748. 3799, 3800 Further statement in approval of loans to intermediate 

persons rather than to the poorer class of fishermen, the coastguard officers being very 

44,3 — I. E 3 proper 
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8. Consideration of the Mode of Administration of Loans, §■<:.— continued. 

proper persons to superintend the mutter, Barry 3822-3827. 3849-3853 -Distinct 

approval of loans direct to fishermen, if by means of the coastguard or otherwise it can 
be shown that the security is satisfactory, ib. 4000, 4001. 4042, 4043. 

Objection to public loans to fishermen on the security of boats and gear, Stewart 
4820-4824. 4885-4888, 489b. 4898, 4899- 

Great impetus to lie given to the fisheries by a system of public loans judiciously 
administered ; suggestions hereon as to the staff for carrying out such system, and as to 
the security to be required, Brady 53 12_ 53 l 7- 54 2 4-544 8 - 549°- 549 8 - 554 2_ 5553- 

5655-5659. 5664 Expediency of loans on personal security being made only to 

fishermen of industrious and sober habits, ib. 53 15-53 ‘7- 5^55~5^59 Way in which 
loans might lie efficiently administered by a Board of three Commissioners and two 
inspectors, ib. 5495 _ 549 8 - 554 2- 5553- 

Unsatisfactory working of the grants formerly made in Scotland to fishermen for 
boats and gear ; doubt as to the expediency of loans for the purpose, though probably 
justifiable under the peculiar circumstances of Ireland, Hon. B. F. Primrose 5761-5764* 

5794-5798* 5836-5848. 5935;5938 No Central Board could efficiently work a 

system of loans to fishermen, ib. 5938. 

Fuither explanations and suggestions by Mr. Brady on the subject of loans and the 
mode of administering them, App. 311-313. 



9. Question of Charging Interest : 

A small rate ofinteresl might be charged on Government loans, Andrews 1578- 1775- 
Practice formerly to charge interest on fishing loans, Barry 3854. 



10. Conclusions and Recommendations of the Committee: 

Reference to the concurrence of testimony in favour of a renewal of the system of 

loans with a view to the development of the fisheries, Rep. vi Several grounds upon 

which the Committee strongly recommend the system of loans to the serious and favourable 

consideration of the Government, ib.- Prospect of overcoming the difficulty in regard to 

satisfactory security for loans, ib. Contemplated advance of loans to those only who 

can give bond fide security, ib. 

Recommended application of loans to the purchase and repair of boats and gear, Rep 

y \ Recommendation also that loans be advanced for the erection of curing houses and 

oilier buildings for fishery purposes, ib. Also that loans be advanced for the construc- 

tion and improvement of harbours in such instances as the Board might not consider 
itself justified in granting a subsidy from the public funds, ib. 

See also Boats and Gear. Bounties. Condition of the Fisheries. Curing 
Houses. Employment. Farming and Fishing. Marine Salts Company of 
Ireland. Oysters, 4. Pier's and Harbours, 7. Scotch Fisheries, 2. 

Society for Bettering the Condition of the Poor of Ireland. 

Lobsters Impression that the supply of lobsters has not decreased, whilst the market is 

good, Andrews 1744, 1745 Reported injury to the lobster fishery in Bantry Bay by 

trawlers, Barry 4489, 4490. 



Bonn Line Fishing. Instances recently of long line men not objecting to trawling, MKerlie 

r 0 1 Strong feeling among the long line fishermen in some places, but not in 

others, against trawling, ib. 569-573 Formerly the chief fisheries were carried 0.1 by 

the Ion-' line fishermen, some of whom, on the withdrawal of the bounties, turned then- 

boats to trawling, Brabazon 1783 There are about 38,000 or 40,000 men engaged in 

long line fishing, ib. 19 2 7- 2121 - 

Vast extent of ground suitable for long line fishing, but unsuitable for trawling, Good 
22 qq Difficulty in obtaining legal redress for injury to lines, Barry 4623, 4624 Im- 

policy nf doing anything tending to perpetuate the system of long line fishermen, Huxley 

4970’. 4974, 4975* 4987 Great decline in the outcry raised by the long line men and 

others in regard to trawling, ib. 4987. 



Suggested regulations 
other fishermen, Rep. v. 
See also Bear Island. 
Dingle Bay. 
Trawling. 



with a view to prt 

Belfast Lough. 
Dublin Bay. 



enting injury to the 

Blind Harbour. 
Galway Bay. 



;ear of long line and 

Boats and Gear. 
Royal Commission. 
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M. 

Mackerel. Great shoals of mackerel discovered off the southern coast in the last three or 
four years, M‘Kerlie 385. 398. 530-532. 

See also East Coast. Kinsale. 

M'Kerlie, Colonel John Graham, R.E. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Has been Chairman 
of the Board of Works in Ireland for the last three years; was previously one of the 

Commissioners for eight years, 289-293 Control at one period of both the inland and 

sea coast fisheries by the Board; inspecting staff available for this purpose, 294-303 

Advanced age of Mr. Barry, who has been the sole inspecting commissioner since a 
short time before the removal of the inland fisheries; several instances of his inability to 
attend meetings in consequence of illness, 302-313. 

Increased business of the sea coast fisheries, whilst the inspecting staff has diminished 

314-317 Expediency of two efficient inspectors for visiting the several districts, and 

reporting more fully to the Commissioners, 318-323. 349. 484-486 Reliance placed 

by the Board on the reports of the Inspecting Commissioner in deciding any fishery 
questions, it not being the practice of the Commissioners to inspect in person, 324-329. 
340-342. 

Explanation of the circumstances under which the Board have on several occasions 
removed portions of the special reports of Mr. Barry; belief that recommendations with 

direct reference to the fisheries have not been expunged, 330-339 Multifarious duties 

of witness and his colleague, no complaint being, however, made by them as to over- 
work; relief if there were a third Commissioner, 343-349. 483-487. 

Examination as to the state of the fisheries on different parts of the coast in recent 
years, with reference more especially to the grounds for the statements in the Reports of 
the Board for 1865 and 1866 that there was, on the whole, a considerable improvement 
in those years, 350, et seq. Improvement more especially on ihe eastern coa-t ; par- 
ticulars hereon, 354. 374-377 Reliance placed mainly upon the coast-guard returns 

in preparing statistics of the state of the fisheries ; information derived also from other 

sources, 357-367. 510-513 Numerous places in which, according to the Report for 

1866, the fisheries were in a depressed or declining state, 367-375. 

Improved state of the fisheries in some places, as shown by the increased quantity 

conveyed by railway in the last few years, 374. 388—398 Great fluctuation in the 

quantity of herrings off the coasi in different years, 375-399 Large herring fisheries 

on ihe east coast, 377 Great shoals of mackerel discovered off the southern coast in 

the last three or four years, 385. 398. 53Q-53 2 - 

Other causes besides the bad state of the boats and gear, to which there has been so 
large a diminution of employment in the fisheries, 402-406 Difficulties as to con- 

veyance to markets, 10 which the decline of the western coast fisheries is chiefly owing, 

405. 495—498 Great assistance to the fisheries if railways were more general, 407 

Considerable advantage if loans could be made in aid of the fisheries, the difficulty 

being as to proper security, 408-420. 

Consideration of the conclusions arrived at by the Board in recent Reports in dis- 
approval of removing all lestrictions upon trawling in bays and shoal waters ; due inves- 
tigation and discussion before coming to this decision, 421-432. 503. 829 Statement 

on the subject of spawn and immature fish, as showing that at certain seasons of the 

year trawling is in some localities very injurious, 433-442 Examination in explanation 

and defence of the bye-law of the Board prohibiting trawling in Waterford Bay by 
vessels of more than five tons, 443-465. 505-508. 

Practice of the Board not to place restrictions upon trawling, exeept upon special 

application from the locality, 451-460, 507-509. 762 Imposition of restrictions 

chiefly on the application of long line fishermen, each case being decided 0 1 its own 

merits, 451-459. 503-509 Instances recently of the long-line men not objection to 

trawling, 462. 501 Probable escape of large quantities of fish in some cases by the 

prohibition of trawling in bays, 464. 

Doubt as to the expediency of public loans in aid of oyster beds on account of the 

uncertainty involved, 466-475. 492-494 Several years for which there has been a 

prohibition of trawling in Dundrum Bay ; witness is not acquainted with the circum- 
stances in this case, 478-482 Duty of the solicitor of the Board to investigate the 

security offered for loans, 488 Expediency of some security beyond that represented 

by the boats and gear, 489-491. 

Large shoals of migratory fish to which the improvement on the east and south coasts 

are mainly attributable, 495 Obstacle to successful trawling in Galway Bay on account 

of the opposition of the Claddagh men ; some <>f the latter are, however, now employed 

in trawling, 499-502 Information relative to the improved class of boats used in 

Dingle Bay, 514, 515 Entire disappearance of some kinds of fish off the coast, 516. 

443 — I. e 4 Annual 
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M l Kerlte, Colonel John Graham, R.E. (Analysis of his Evidenc i)-amHnuei. 

Annual report bv the Board of Works to the Lord Lieutenant, 517-519— —Opmron 
as to the sufficiency of two inspectors for both the salmon and sea-coast fisheries, 520 

Doubt however, as to the advantage of combining the sea-coast and salmon fisheries 

under one inspection, 50.-524 Improved class of boats built for the hernnj fishery 

at Howth and other places, 525-528 Very little fishing now going on at Malahide, 

529 Approval of a consolidation of the laws as to the salmon fisheries and the sea- 

coast fisheries, 533 _ 535- . . . 

Probably sufficiency of one inspector if there were no restrictions to be put in force, 

cqfi eo-— Careful and long-extended inquiries made by witness and his colleague into 

the question of trawling, upon which they dissented from the opinion expressed by the 
Royal Commissioners in favour of removing all restrictions, 538-544. 722 733. 750 

7 0,. 8?9 Doubt, as to the decrease offish on the western or eastern coast being 

attributable to trawling, 545-548. 

Statement as to a sum of about 12,000 /. out of the amount advanced to fishermen up 
to 1830 having been written off as irrecoverable, 55*. 55 2 - 574“579- 621, 622. 677 079. 
Difficulty as to making loans on the personal security of the fishermen, 554, 555- 503 

Explanation of the system of loans through the Board of Works for the construction 

of piers and harbours, it being a condition that one-fourth of the cost must be defrayed 

by the counties or by individuals, 556-563 Grant of licenses for oyster beds, 

irrespectively of loans; difficulty as to security for loans m such cases, 564-508- — 
Strong feeling among the long-line fishermen in some places, but not m others against 
trawling, 569~573- . , , , 

Examination to the effect that loans in aid of improved boats and gear would doubtless 
be productive of much good, but improved inspection and facilities for the conveyance 
of fish 10 markets are also very essential, 580-620. 659- 700-703— Multifarious duties 
of the Board of Works further adverted to ; question hereon whether the fisheries should 
not be placed under a special head practically conversant with the habits and natural 

history of fish, 623-633 Decline of fishing on the western coast, notwithstanding 

that the railway has offered facilities for conveyance to market, 634-641. 

Operations of Mr. Hector on the western coast adverted to, private capital having 

alone been used, 642-648 Large quantity of nets in use at Kingstown, the majority 

of the fishermen not being Irishmen, 649-655 Usefulness of a regular inspecuon of 

the several districts, even though the Board did not interfere in the matter of trawling, 

(j-6-663 Disapproval by the Commissioners of the views expressed by Mr. carry 

many years a°o as inspector, in favour of interference and restrictions to a great extent, 
664, 665—— Decrease in the quantity of fish off the coast further adverted to ; doubt as 
to the cause, though on the east coast the fishermen attribute it to trawling, 666-671. 
772, 773. 

Probability of many applications being made if loans could be procured, 672-674 — 

Personal security upon which loans were formerly granted, 675-679 Bejief t0 Q the 

succeed operation of a private society in Dublin in regard to loans, 680-683. 789- 

7Q4 Better prospect of re-payment to a private society than to a public department, 

685 Approval of the system of branding being extended to Ireland if it be 

continued in Scotland, 686-691— Difficulty in judging whether artificial oyster beds 
will prove successful, 692-694 Abandonment long since of some fish-cunng establish- 

ments set up by Government during the famine; these were productive of much good, 
695-698. 

Expediency of private enterprise in the development of the fisheries, 699 
Importance of tramways or other facilities of conveyance of the fish to market, 701-704 

iGood fishing grounds off Galway, whilst the Claddagh men are now less opposed to 

trawling ■ difficulty as to conveyance to the town, 702-711 Approval of a close time- 

in shallow waters, though the Commissioners consider they should not take the initiative 

in the matter, 712-716 Large number of Manx and Cornish boats engaged in the 

herring fishery on the east coast, but not on the west coast, 717-721. 

Circumstance of trawling being prohibited both in Dublin Bay and Dundalk Bay, 

whereas there are still complaints of the scarcity of fish, 734“739 ISon-objection to 

trawling outside the bays, 740, 741 Conclusion further expressed that trawling within 

the bavs must be more or less injurious, 742. 776-779— Impracticability of keeping up 
trawliiio' as a pursuit on the southern and western coasts if it be entirely prohibited within 

the bav” 743-746 Due examination by the Commissioners of the evidence taken by 

Mr. Bar’ry in his inquiries, 747-/49- 829 Due atlention paid by the Board to the 

provision of addiiior.al piers, whenever applied to, 750-752. 

Much larger sum granted by Parliament towards the fisheries in Scotland than in 

Ireland 753-756 -Probable advantage of a separate fishery board for Ireland, if it 

had u roper funds at its disposal, 757 Bad weather on the western coast to which it is 

largely owin°‘ that the fisheries there are not flourishing, 763-766 Large quantity of 

both hake and mackerel fishing at Kinsale, 767-769 Severn! years for which there 

has been a great deficiency of fish in Dublin Bay, 77°> 77 1, _ 

several- 
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M c Kerlie, Colonel John Graham, R.E. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

Several Acts under which the former loans were made to the fisheries ; inquiry recently 

whether the discontinuance by Government of these loans was not illegal, 780-788 

Question further considered a< to the expediency of a branding system, 795-797. 805- 

8og Limited extent to which advances are made for landing piers, 79S-800 .Much 

larger boats required for safe fishing off the western coast, 801-804 Obstacle to the 

reports of the Board being furnished at the commencement of each Session, 810, 811. 

Necessity at times of some delay before the granting of oyster licenses, 812 

Unavoidable delay in regard to the license granted to Mr. Austin, 813 Objection to 

the power of landlords to prevent the planting of oyster beds below low-water mark 

adjoining their lands, 814 Varying results of artificial oyster beds at Tramore and 

other places, 815-818 Circumstance of the Board of Works never having suggested 

an inquiry relative to the existence of fishing grounds round the coast, 819-822 

Expediency of the prohibition, as at Galway and Wexford, upon trawling vessels 
approaching within a certain distance of the drift nets for herrings, 823-825. 

Malahide. Statement in report for 1866 as to the declining state of the fishery at this 

place, M'Kerlie 374 Very little fishing now going on at Malahide, ib. 529 

Expediency of an outlay on the pier or harbour, Brabazon 1972. 

Marine Salts Company of Ireland. Illustration in the case of the Marine Salts Company 
of the safety with which loans may be made to the fishermen, Sir J. Dombrain 861-886. 

962-964. 1064-1067. 1113-1115 Repayment in kind of all the loans made by the 

company, ib. 1230, 1231. 

Markets. Great difficulty in parts of the west coast in bringing the fish to market, 

Hornsby 275 Difficulties as to conveyance to markets to which the decline of the 

western coast fisheries is chiefly owing, M‘Kerlie 405. 495-498 Importance of tram- 

ways or other facilities of conveyance of the fish to market, ib. 701-704. 

Facility for sending the fish to market along the coast from Kinsale to Belfast, Sir 

J. Dombrain 898. 966 Sale in Dublin market of all the fish taken by witness’s 

trawlers, Good 2427-2430 Disposal at Bellmullet and other places of the fish caught 

off the adjacent coast; advantage if there were increased facilities of curing when there 
is not a market for the fish. Savage 2951-2957. 3034, 3035. 3074-3077. 

Benefits conferred on the west coast fishing stations by railway communication, 

further facilities of conveyance to market being much wanted, Barry 359 2 “3597 

Facilities of market on the east coast, ib. 3842 Increased facilities for the convey- 

ance of fish adverted to as having removed one of the objections to an extension of 
trawling ; instance of this at Galway, ib. 4468-4470. 4545 - 4547- 

See also Railways. 

Mayo. See West Coast. 

Mulvany, W. T. Views of Mr. Mulvany in 1844, in disapproval of Government manage- 
ment of a loan fund, App. 269, 270. 



Navy, The. Advantage of encouraging employment in the fisheries with reference lo ser- 
vice in the naval reserve. Sir J. Dombrain 9 2 5~935 Valuable nursery for the navy 

by encouraging the sea coast fisheries, ib. 1193-1197; Savage 2978, 2979 

Inaccuracy of the view that the fisheries form a valuable nursery for the navy, 

Huxley 5036 Usefulness of the fisheries as a source of supply of men to the navy and 

the coast guard, more especially in case of war, Hosliyn 5137. 5209-5213. 5237-5246 
Advantage of the fisheries as a recruiting ground for the navy, 5542-5550. 

5664. 

Nets. Suo-<'ested regulation of the form of nets, and size of meshes, so as to prevent the 
destruction of undersized or immature fry, Rep. v. 

See also Boats and Gear. Drift Nets. Long Line Fishing. Trawling. 

Newcastle Pier {Down). Want of repairs at Newcastle pier on the coast of Down ; 
opinion as to the fault resting with the grand jury, Hornsby, 236-240 Statement show- 

ing the condition of the pier, and the improvements required, App. 304. 

Non-interference with Fisheries. Explanation that it is the practice of the Board of Works 
not to interfere with the mode of fishing, except upon local application, Hornsby 98-602. 

113-120; M'Kerlie 451-460. 507-509. 747-749 5 Barry 4276-4 28Q, 4305,4306 

Contemplated non-interference of the Board with the fisheries, which should be altogether 
unrestricted, Huxley 4965. 

443—I. F Strong 
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Non-interference with Fisheries — continued. 

Strong objection by Mr. Brady to the system of non-interference pursued by the 
Board, App. 315. 

See also Royal Commission ■ Trawling. 

North East Coast. Obstacles to successful fishing operations on a large scale off the north 
eastern coast of Ireland, Hoskyn 5185-5192, 

North West Coast. Large fishing grounds off the north western coast, where a system of 

Joans would be very beneficial, Brabazon 1900-1902 Very good fishing grounds 

along the north-west coast; how the fish may be disposed of, Savage 3110-3117. 

Nymph Bank. Question considered as to a new pier or harbour being necessary in con- 
nection with the Nymph Bank Fishery, off Waterford, Sir J. Dombrain 1206-1221 

Very little fishing carried on at the Nymph Bank, Good 2295 Large quantities of 

fish on the Nymph Bank fishing ground, Stephens 2556-2559. 

0 . 

O'Flaherty. Practical experience upon which a coast-guard officer of the name of 
O’Flaherty reported that trawling was injurious to the spawning beds, Barry 4393- 
4396. 4611-4614. 

Oil. Doubt whether a market could be established on the west coast for oil extracted 
from fish, Sir J. Dombrain 1088-1095. 

Owners and Crews. See Agreements between Owners and Crews. Crews of Fishing 
Vessels. 

Oysters: 

1. Grant of Licenses for Oyster Beds wider the Act of 1866. 

2. Facilities for Oyster Cultivation : degree of Uncertainty involved. 

3. Dredging. 

4. Loans. 

5. Question of granting Licenses beloio Low-water Mark to other Parties besides 

the Occupiers or Proprietors of the adjoining Land. 

6 . Conclusion of the Committee in favour of Licenses to other than Proprietors 

or Occupiers. 

1. Grant of Licenses for Oyster Beds under the Act of 1866 : 

Total of seventeen oyster bed licenses granted under the Act ol 1866, Hornsby 203 

Grant of several oyster bed licenses without means having been taken by the 

parties to stock the beds, ib. 281 — -Considerable increase of applications for licenses to 
plant oyster beds, M‘Kerlie 314 Necessity, at times, of some delay before the grant- 

ing of oyster licenses ; instance of this, ib. 812, 813. 

2. Facilities for Oyster Cultivation: degree of Uncertainty involved: 

Difficulty in judging whether artificial oyster beds will prove successful, 31‘Kerlie 

692-694 Varying results of artificial oyster beds at Tramore and other places, ib. 

815-818 Great extent to which oyster cultivation may be profitably carried out in 

Ireland, Sir J. Dombrain 905, 906“ — —Absence of difficulty in the formation of oyster 

beds, Andrews 1521 Fitness of many parts of the Irish coast for oyster cultivation, 

Brabazon 1891-1893; Huxley 4956; Brady 55i9~55 2 9 Excellent facilities in 

Waterford harbour and estuary, Stephens 2594. 

Conclusion as to the great facilities for oyster cultivation along the coast, and as 
to the expediency of encouraging artificial cultivation, Barry 3418-3432 Sug- 

gestion that trained persons, acting under the Board of Works, should advise proprie- 
tors in laying out oyster beds, ib. 3423, 3424 Success of oyster beds at Clew 

Bay and "several other places, ib. 3425-3431 Consideration of the prospects of 

success in the case of Mr. Reeves’s oyster beds in the Shannon, ib. 3472-3485 

Progress made in the case of Islandmore oyster bed in Clew Bay, ib. 3484-3487 

Great difficulty in obtaining seed oysters, ib. 3488-3490 Difficulty at present 

in judging of the profits of oyster cultivation, ib. 3948, 3949. 

Particular kind of shore and bottom required for oyster planting, Huxley 5014-5016 

Decree of uncertainty involved in the cultivation of oysters, though with proper 

care and judgment large profits may be realised, ib. 5044-5052. 

Conclusion that the oyster fisheries are capable of being developed to a very large 
extent, Rep. v. 

3. Dredging: 

Witness does not know what action the Board of Works could take in regard to 

improvident dredging, Hornsby 112 Doubt whether the Board could give exclusive 

rights 
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O YSTF.RS — continued. 

3. Drudging — continued. 

rights of dredging, Hornsby 282 Approval of power in the Commissioners to regulate 

th e matter of dredging for oysters, Andrews 1611 Expediency of restriction in 

reo-ard 10 oyster dredging, Good 2354 ; Stephens 2656. 

Importance of the power of the Board to impose restrictions upon dredging, Barry 

3400-3495 Reference to an order of the Board ( App . 282) laying down a dose time 

for oysters from Wicklow Head to Carnsme Point, ib. 3490 Protection afforded to 

private oyster beds by means of licenses, ib. 3944~3947- 

4. Loans: 

Prospect of improvement in the oyster fisheiics if the Board could make loans without 

difficulty as to the security, Hornsby 276-280 Doubt as to the expediency of public 

loans in aid of oyster beds on account of the uncertainty involved, M c Kcrlie 466-475. 

402-494 Grant of licenses for oyster beds irrespectively of loans ; difficulty as to 

security for loans in such cases, ib. 564-568 Importance of the granting of loans to 

proprietors for the formation of oyster beds on lands adjoining their estates, Andrews 

] 51 6_i520 Doubt as to the expediency of public loans for oyster culture to be secured 

upon the land, Barry 3446-3455. 

Statement showing that the proposition in the Bill in regard to loans for oyster beds is 
at variance with the principle upon which loans are granted under the Land Improvement 
Act and is in fact objectionable, Stewart 4660-4671 Examination in further disap- 

proval of the provisions in the Bill on the subject of loans to oyster cultivators; that is, 
with reference to the security to be given, ib. 4709-4720. 4854-4859. 4865-4869. 

Statement in defence of public loans for oyster cultivation, there being nothing very 
■speculative in this pursuit ; how the difficulty as to security may be obviated, Brady 

(-023-^330 Approval of certain clauses in the present Bill as tending to devolope the 

oyster fisheries, whereas the Act of last year on this subject is very objectionable, ib. 
5360-537'- 5615-5627. 

Amendment suggested by Mr. Brady in the proposed clause on the subject of loans, 
App ■ 315. 

5 . Question of granting Licenses below Low-uater Mark to other Parties besides the 

Occupiers or Proprietors of the adjoining Land: 

Objection to the power of landlords to prevent the planting of oyster beds below low- 
water mark adjoining their lands, WKerhe 814 Opinion as to the advantage of spe- 

cifying in the Bill the precise limit for the planting of oyster beds, it being desirable to 
extend the limit below low-water mark. Sir J. Dombrain 908-91 1— Objection to land- 
lords having a veto upon the planting of oyster beds by others, ib. 912, 913 fe- 

deration of the question of giving oyster licenses for beds below low watci in addition 
to existing beds between high and low water; approval of a preference being given to 
proprietors of the land on which beds are already lormed higher up, ib. 990-1015. 1033- 

Expcdiency of other parties than owners being allowed to use land for oyster culture if 
the latter decline to do so, Stephens 2595-2598-2653, 2654— Question consioeied as 
to the expediency of proprietors being empowered to exclude other persons from planting 
ovster beds below low-water mark, if they themselves will not plant them ; objection on 
the whole to such power, Barry 3433-3445- 3496-3508— Difficulties anticipated from 
a Dower to permit the formation of private oyster beds below low water and outside 

existing private beds, ib. 4001-4012 Opinion as to the sufficiency of the powers under 

the Act of 1866 for dealing with the oyster fisheries, Stewart 4902, 4903. 

Objection to the consent of the landowner being required before any one can lay an 
ovster bed below low-water mark, Huxley 4957-49 6 ' • 500Q, 50'° Frequent planting 
of oyster beds below low-water mark, ib. 5011-5013— -Approval under certain circum- 
stances of licenses for oyster beds below low-waier mark being granted toother than the 
proprietors ol the land or foreshore, Brady 5364-537 1 - 553°-5537- 

Further explanations and remarks by Mr. Brady in regard to the course pursued on 
the subject of oyster licenses, App. 310, 311. 

6. Conclusion of the Committee in favour of Licenses to other than Proprietors or 

Occupiers : 

Recommendation that that portion of the Act of last Session prohibiting the granting 
of licenses below low-watermark to others than the owners and occupiers ot the adjoining 
land without the consent of the latter, should be repealed, and that permission, af.er due 
inauirv be given by the Commissioners, subject to the approval of and appeal to the 
Lord Lieutenant in 'council, to grant licenses to other parties beyond low waler, Rep. v. 
See also Arklow. Blade Sod Bay. Waterford Bay and Harbour. 
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Palmer, Rev. Sir William. Failure of an attempt by the Rev. Sir William Palmer to 
establish a small fishing company, Sir J. Dombrain 957. 1053, 1054. 1080. 

Parliamentary Grants. See Loans. Piers and Harbours. 

Piers and Harbours : 

1. Practice as to Contribution by the Board of Works and by the Localities 

for Fishery Piers and Harbours. 

2. Disapproval of the Transfer of the Piers to the Counties. 

3. Question of an Amended System in reyard to Maintenance and Repairs ; 

means by which the Expense may be defrayed. 

4. Sites, mode of Construction, fyc. 

5. Doubt expressed as to the Necessity for Additional Piers and Harbours. 

6. Evidence as to the decided want of Places of Shelter along the Coast, and 

as to the expediency of Public Loans for the purpose. 

7. Question as to the present Grants being interfered with by the proposed 

System of Loans. 

8. Objection to Inspectors deciding what Piers shall receive Loans. 

9. Return showing the condition of each Pier, and the Improvements required. 

10. Conclusions and Recommendations of the Committee. 

1. Practice as to Contribution by the Board of Works and by the Localities for 

Fishery Piers and Harbours : 

Information relative to the fishery piers and harbours along the coast, and the limits as 
to contribution by the Board of Works; transfer of each work when complete;! to the 

county, Hornsby 226-244 Explanation of the system of loans through the Board for 

the construction of piers and harbours, it being a condition that one-fourth of the cost 
must be defrayed by the counties or by individuals, M'Kerlie 556-563 ■ Eue attention, 

paid by the Board to the provision of additional piers whenever applied to, ib. 750- 
752. 

Opinion favourable to local contribution as the condition of a grant for a harbour ; 
objection, however, to which this plan is open, Barry 3357 t 33 6 4— —Warn of disposition 
in many instences to make local contribution towards piers and harbours, an official 
inquiry in the matter being desirable, ib. 4060-4066. 

Explanation of the existing powers and practice of the Commissioners in regard to 
o-ran is and loans for piers; approval thereof as preferable to the alterations proposed by 
the Bill, Stezcart 4721-4745* 4?88, 4789. 4825, 4826. 4863, 4864. 

*2. Disapproval of the Transfer of the Piers to the Counties: 

Great impolicy of the transfer of the piers to the grand juries or counties; consequent 

neglect of repairs, Barry 3512, 3513. 377 2 * 37 8 9* 3812-3821 Further disapproval of 

the transfer of the fishery piers and harbours to the counties, whilst it is very essential 
that the Board of Works should have power to take effective measures for their repair, 
ib. 4404-4415. 

3 . Question of an Amended System in regard to Maintenance and Repairs ; means 

by which the Expense may be defrayed: 

Approval of tolls bcinglevied, as at Howth, fertile support offishing piers; exceptional 

instance of tolls being now levied, Barry 35°9 - 35 1] * 3843-3846 Explanation as to 

the Board of Works not having taken steps for the repair and improvement of the piers 

transferred to the grand juries, ib. 3977-3987 Want of an improved system with 

respect to the repair of piers and harbours further adverted to; action taken in the 
matter by the Board of Works, ib. 4598-4605. 

Duty of the counties to keep the piers in repair; process by which the Board of 
Works may take action in the matter, Stewart 4678-4680 — —Fairness of the present 
arrangement by which the counties are responsible for the repair of the piers ; doubt as 
to this system having worked badly, ib. 4793-4810. 4847-4853. 4889-4895. 

Want of some machinery for providing that the local piers are kept in a proper state 

of repair, Iloskyn 5189, '5190. 5193-5197 Expediency of the Board of Works 

exercising their powers for repairing the piers neglected by the counties, Braay 5559~ 

5561.5641-5645 Contemplated power in the Board to regulate and keep in repair 

the fishery piers and harbours; suggestion hereon that the boats might be rated for the- 
purpose, Hon B. S. Primrose 5704-5707. 5746-5750* 59 l 8-59 22 . 

4. Sites, mode of Construction, &;c. : 

Injudicious construction of piers on the west coastby the Old Fishery Board, many of them 
never being used, Sir J. Dombrain 1126-1128; Barry 3520—3527* 3557 —Satisfactory 
construction of the piers erected by the Board of Works, Sir J. Dombrain 1128. 1226 

Contemplated 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




PIERS AND HARBOURS. 



45 



Report, 1867 — continued. 



Piers akd Harbours— continued. 

4. Sites, Mode of Construction, Sfc. — continued. 

Contemplated suggestions by the inspector in regard to the form of construction of piers, 

though the mattershouldrest finally with the Board of Works, Sir J. Dombrain 1140-1 144.' 

Advantage of local and practical opinions as to the position and formation of harbours 

before they are constructed by the Board of Works, Andrews 1385 Approval of the 

plans for piers being deposited by the Board of Works for public inspection, Stephens 

2829-2831 Unsuitable sites in which many of the piers were built, Brady 5660- 

5671. 

5. Doubt expressed as to the Necessity for Additional Piers and Harbours : 

Uselessness of the piers built many years ago for the fisheries; belief, moreover, that 

piers are not required for coast fishing whilst the expense of many new piers would be 
enormous. Sir J . Dombrain 1126-1128. 1143-1159. 1198-1229. 1232-1246. 

6 . Evidence as to the decided want of Places of Shelter along the Coast, and as to 

the expediency of Public Loans for the purpose : 

Several places on the eastern coast where loans for piers or harbours would be very 

useful, Andrews 1379-1384 Effect of an extension of piers and harbours in leading to 

the provision of improved boats, it). 1491-1493 Want of harbours for large fislnng 

vessels, both on the eastern and western coasts, ib. 1563-1567 Insufficient protection 

afforded by the small piers now along the coast, ib. 1573-1576 Want of harbours 

and piers, although the Board of Works may have expended 90,000/. for the purpose 
since 1846, ib. 1636-1643. 

Contemplated large outlay on harbours in only a few localities, Andrews 1722-1724. 

1761.1765 Importance not only of some large piers and harbours, but also 011 the 

southern and western coasts, of small piers for the smaller boats, ib. 1762-1764 

Several places along the coast where a small outlay would place the piers and harbours 

in good condition, Brabazon 1972, 1973 Means of repaying the money expended on 

piers and harbours, ib. 1973, 1974. 

Doubt as to there being any great want of piers and harbours on the western coast, 

facilities in this respect being however very essential, Good 2360-2373 Great difficulty 

experienced by large vessels through there being no suitable harbour between Kingstown 

and Bedfast Lough, ib. 2475. 2531-2536 Particulars relative to the piers and harbours 

along the east coast; bad plans adopted in several instances by the Board of Works, 
whilst there is a great want generally of places of shelter for the boats, Stephens 2578- 

2585. 2626, 2627. 2710-2717. 2819-2822. 2844-2864. 2881-2884 Great want of 

places of shelter along the coast between Kingstown and Dunmore, ib. 2849-2856. 

Considerable improvement required both as regards piers and landing places; entire 

dissent hereon from the evidence of Sir James Dombrain, Barn/ 3772-3782 Obstacle 

to providing the required harbour accommodation on the eastern coast by means of 

private enterprise, ib. 3953-3956 Heavy expense of making good harbours on the 

east coast on account of their silting up, Hoskyn 5269-5273 Want of piers on several 

parts of the coast, Brady 5558-5671. 

7. Question as to the present Grants being interfered with by the proposed System 

of Loans : 

Objection to the proposal in the Bill for a system of loans for piers and harbours, 
inasmuch as this would, in witness’s opinion, lead to the loss of the grants now derived 

under the Piers and Harbours Act, Stewart 4(72-4674 Question further considered 

as to the effect of the Bill in interfering with grants for piers and harbours, ib. 4721- 
4730. 

Inaccuracy of the opinion that the advance of loans under the Bill would interfere 
with the power of making grants for piers and harbours, Brady 5667, 5668. 

8. Objection to Inspectors deciding what Piers shall receive Loans : 

Exceptions taken to the provision that the inspectors rather than the commissioner 

shall decide what piers require loans, Stewart 4674-4677. 4773-4776. 

9. Return showing the condition of each Pier, and the Improvements required : 

Paper delivered in {App. 303-305) containing particulars of the condition and state 

of repair of each pier handed over to the counties, Barry 4412—4414. 

10. Conclusions and Recommendations of the Committee : 

Expediency of the formation in some places of harbours and landing slips, Rep. v 

Obstacle to a development of the fisheries owing to the want of safe harbours and creeks 
to which the boats may return on the approach of rough weather, ib. 

443 — !• f 3 Recommendation 
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Piers and Harbours — continued. 

10. Conclusions and Recommendations of the Committee — continued. 
Recommendation that greater encouragement be given to grand L juries to assist tn the 
construction and improvement of fishery piers and harbours, by rendering the contributi on 

by the baronies interested payable by instalments, Rep. v Further recommendation 

that loans be advanced in certain instances for the construction and improvement of 
harbours, ib. vi. 

See also Ardglass. Arhlow. Ballycotton. Blind Harbour . Howth. Rilmore 

Pier. Landing Piers. Newcastle Pier. Scotch fisheries, 3. Skemes. 

Police. Expediency of a fishing police, the coast guard men being the proper persons for 
the purpose, Brabazon 2039, 2040. 

Price of Fish. Considerable rise of late years in the prices obtained for fish by the fishermen. 
Sir J. Dombrain 1099-1102. 

Primrose , The Hon. Bovverie Francis. (Analysis of his Evidence).— Is secretary to the 

Fishery Board of Scotland, 56S1 Information relative to the constitution of the Board ; 

there are twenty commissioners, all unpaid, 5682-5684 Since 1848 witness has been 

secretary, the management resting very much wiili 11101,5685, 5686— —Improvement in 
the Scotch herring sea fishery, and in the sea fisheries generally during the last iwenty 

years 5687-5689. 5726. 5978-5985 Summary of the functions discharged by the 

Board in the interests of the fisheries, one important duty being the enforcement of 
police regulations, 5690-5698. 5776-5778. 

Advantage of the practice of settling disputes between fishermen on the Scotch coast 
by a jury chosen voluntarily, instead of going before a magistrate, 5690. 5817-5827 

5992-5994 Importance of a prompt legal remedy in cases of offences by fishermen ; 

approval of the Convention Act in this respect, 5694*. 0695 -Expediency of a small 

Board of paid commissioners for administering the Irish fish e ms, with power to make 

bye-laws, suitable for the different localities, 5699'57°3- 574°-5745 Contemplated 

power in the Board to regulate and keep in repair the fishery piers and harbours; sug- 
gestion that the the boats might be rated for the purpose, 5704-5707. 5746-57 o°- 59 l °~ 

ggon Expediency of the "Board obtaining reliable statistics of the fisheries, as from 

the coasi-guard and also from the fishing boats, 5708-5717. 59 2 3“59 2 8- 
Particulars of the annual expenditure of public money upon the Scotch fisheries, 5716- 
5719- 5757-5759- Deduction of about 4,000 l. a year to be made from the total ex- 

penditure, in respect of the receipts from branding, 5720-5723. 5877, 5878- —Explan- 
ation as to the powers and practice of the Scotch Board in tegard 10 prohibiting certain 
modes of capture of herrings, as by the use of seine nets, with large meshes, and by beam 

trawling, 5728-5739 Limitation of interference by the Board to the herring fishery, 

the other fisheries being left free, 575 1_ 5753- 

Information relative to and in approval of the system of branding in Scotland ; doubt 

as to the necessity of extending the practice to Ireland, 5754-5756. 5769, 5770. 5069- 

^887 Condition as to local contributions in aid of piers, befrne any aid is given by 

the Scotch Board, 5760. 5765-5768 Unsatisfactory working of the grants formerly 

made in Scotland to fishermen for boats and gear ; doubt as to the expediency of loans 
for the purpose, though probably justifiable under the peculiar circumstances of 'Ireland, 

5761-5764. 5794-579^' 5836-5848. 5935-5938 Assistance given at Wick by the 

British Fishery Society, 5772-5775. 

Chief causes of the improvement of the Scotch fisheries, 5779, 5780— Degree of 
interference with the long line firshermen by lhe trawlers; distinction between these 

trawls and those on the Irish coast, 5781-5788 Destruction of a good many by the 

Scotch tiawlers, 5789-5793 Details relative to the executive staff of the Scotch Board, 

and the boats employed for the regulation of the fisheries, and the supervision of the 
french vessels off the coast, 5802-5806. 5828-5832. 5903-5910. 594 2 “5958- 



59 cLnclusion as to the expediency of full facilities of inspecting the Irish fisheries, 5828- 
-335 Importance of the encouragement given in Scotland to the construction of fish- 
ing piers, 5849-5853 Character of the boats used off the Scotch coasts, and amount 

of capital' represented, 5854-5862. 5938-5941- 5971-597 5 Combination of farming 

with fishing on the west coast of Scotland, 5867, 5868. 5980-5983 — Immen e value of 

the herring trade 'of Scotland, 5891-5894- Improvement if the Scotch Board con- 
sisted of a small number of paid commissioners, 5895-5899 Reference to a sum of 

3,000/. a year paid to the Scotch fisheries under the Act 5 Geo. c. 64; 5900-5902. 

Svslem of engagement of the crews for the Scotch boats, 5911-5917 Consider- 
able" trouble in keeping the French boats outside the limit of three, miles from .he shore ; 
advantage of the convention as prescribing this limit, 5929-5934. 5995— 5999 -Diffi- 

culties in carrying out long line fishing, more specially on the west coast, 5960-5989 
Employment of several gun-boats when the French boats off the coast are nume- 



rous, 5988-599 '• 



Private Enterprise . 
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Private Enterprise. Expediency of private enterprise in the development of the fisheries, 

M‘ iter lie 699. Injurious effect upon private enterprise through trawling restrictions, 

Good 2475. 

See also Boats and Gear. Capital. Loans. 

Profits (Trawl Boats). Explanation relative to the profits made by witness in trawling; 
good management necessary in order to realise eight or ten per cent., Good 231 1-2324 

2329-2333 Equally profitable character of trawling as in former years, ib. 2501- 

2503 Profitable character of witness’s trawling operations ; good earnings of his crews, 

Stephens 2599-2604. 2628-2631. 

Public, The. Advantages to the public under the practice of trawling as compared with 

other modes of fishing in bays and estuaries in Ireland, Huxley 4969-4970 Great 

injury to the public if there are further restrictions on trawling, Hoskyn 5198. 

See also Supply of Fish. Trawling. 

R. 

Radcliff, J. Objections made by Mr. ltadcliff in 1844 against the administration of a 
loan fund by Government, App. 268. 

Railways. Great assistance to the fisheries if railways were more general, MKerlie 407 

Tendency of coast lines of railway greatly to develop the fisheries, Sir J. Dombrain 

900. 

Redmond, Archdeacon. See Arklow. 

Reports of Mr. Barry. Statement on the subject of the Board having occasionally struck 
out portions of the reports made by the Inspecting Commissioners before presentation to 

Parliament, Hornsby 16-20 Belief that no alterations were made in the reports of 

Mr. Brady when inspector, after the retirement of Mr. Ffennell, ib. 21-23 Practice 

oi the inspecting commissioner to report in all cases to the Board, ib. 53. 

Reliance placed by the Board on the reports of the Inspecting Commissioner in 
deciding any fishery questions, it not being the practice of the Commissioners to inspect 
in person, M‘Kerlie 324-329. 340-342 — —Explanation of the circumstance under which 
the Board have on several occasions removed portions of the special reports of Mr. Barry ; 
belief that recommendations with direct reference to the fisheries have not been expunged, 
ib. 330-339- 

Statement relative to the suppression by the Board of Works of various reports or 
suggestions made by witness as inspector or inspecting commissioner, Barry 3365-3387 

Reference to a paper (App. 272-275) containing suggestions by witness in 1 84 5 

for adoption in the report for 1844; entire disregard of these suggestions, ib. 337 1- 3374- 

Complaint as to the suppression of a report prepared by witness early in 1863, when 
the fisheries were under discussion before Mr. McMahon’s committee; information and 

suggestions in this report on the subject of the salmon fisheries, Barry 3375, 3376- 

Great trouble taken by witness in preparing information in this report for the Committee 

of 1863, ib. 3376 Statement as to witness having been asked to antedate his signature 

to his report of 1 863, ib. 

Papers delivered in ( App . 275) showing the suppressed portions of witness’s reports for 
1865 and 1866; question hereon whether any really important suggestions were sup- 
pressed, Barry 3377-3381 Power exercised by the chairman of the Board in regard 

to the omission of matter furnished by witness and deemed irrelevant; different practice 
hereon of the present chairman, and of Sir Richard Griffith, assisted by Mr. Brady, ib. 
3381 - 338 /. 

Doubt as to any prejudice arising to the fisheries through the Commissioners not 
adopting all the suggestions made by the inspecting commissioner, Stewart 4698-4702. 

Statement to the effect that in witness’s experience at the Board of Works there was 

no suppression of portions of Mr. Barry’s reports, Bracfy 5372-5376 Inaccuracy of 

the evidence of Mr. Barry in regard to his report in 1863 having been made with 
special reference to Mr. McMahon’s Select Committee on the Fisheries; belief that 
this report was not kept back at all, ib. 5377“5394- 5631-5653- 

Explanation as to the inaccuracy of a former statement by witness in regard to his 
report in 1863 having been prepared with reference to Mr. McMahon’s Committee, there 
having been no select committee on the fisheries in that year, Barry 5674-5680. 

Letter from Sir Richard Griffith to the Chairman of the Committee, dated 5th July 
1867, in explanation of the course formerly pursued by him, as Chairman of the Board of 
Works, in regard to the reports of Mr. Barry, and the omission of any matter therefrom, 
Ev. 243. 

Restrictions on Fishing. See Trawling. 

443 — I. f 4 Roundstone. 
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Roundstone. Great falling off in the capture of fish at Roundstone, Bamj 4548, 4549. 

Royal Commission. Dissent from the conclusion of the Royal Commission that there 
should be universal freedom around the coast in regard to trawling without any power in 
a central board to make by-laws, Barry 4337“4339- 4343- 439 1 - 44 l6 “44 1 9- 4451-4453- 

4482, 4483 Consideration of the question whether the Royal Commissioners were not 

justified in recommending a general abolition of restrictions upon trawling, and in con- 
cluding that existing restrictions have not been effectual or beneficial ; exceptions taken to 
this proposition, ib. 4416-4453- 44*15 e * se< l- 

Objeci of the Royal Commission chiefly to inquire into the supply of fish along the 
coast, and the effect of trawling in regard to the supply and capture, Huxley 4907-4909 

Total of eighty-five inquiries, or local investigations, held by the Commissioners, ib. 

4010-4012 -Conclusion arrived at that the complaints of the line fishermen had no 

foundation, and that the supply and capture had not fallen off, ib. 4913, 4914 

Also that all lpo-islative restrictions upon the mode of fishing in-shore should be repealed, 
and complete freedom allowed, ib. 4915-4917. 

Careful inquiry by the Commission into the effect of trawling in bays and estuaries, 

and the question of destruction of spawn thereby, Huxley 49 18-4920. 4938 Extremely 

conflicting evidence given before the Commission as to the effect produced by trawling as 

regards both spawn and fry, ib. 4920. 4932, 4933. 4938. 4976 Details in support of 

the conclusion of the Commissioners that there was no proof of injury to spawn by 
trawlers, and that trawling should be unrestricted, ib. 4920 et seq. 

See also Trawling, 2. 



S. 



Salmon. Large quantity of salmon included in the returns of the supply of fi-:h captured 

in 1866, Hornsby 69-75 Return, prepared by witness in 1863, showing the quantity 

of salmon taken annually by one stake "eir between 1852 and 1862 inclusive, Barry 

ggyfj Distinction between salmon fishing and coast fishing, so that loans are not 

required in the former case, Brady 5499-5505- 

Recommendation that the Act relating to the salmon fisheries be embodied and con- 
solidated with the other Acts relating to the fisheries into one general Act, Rep. vii. 

See also Inland Fisheries. 



Savage, Robert. (Analysis of bis Evidence.)— Was for about twenty years in the coast-guard 

service in Ireland, and became well conversant with the fisheries, 2898-2903 - 

On leaving the service in 1840 entered into fishing pursuits, in partnership with Sir 

Richard O’Donnell of Newport, 2904, 2905 Subsequently witness carried on 

fishing on his own account off Achill Head lor some time, and eventually settled down 
in Blind Harbour, off Belmullet, where he has been for twelve or fourteen years, 2906- 
2908. 

Great increase of employment and great development of the fisheries in the neighbour- 
hood of Blind Harbour through the operations of witness, 2909-2919. 3023-3033. 3134- 
<^41 Description of the boat or “ curragh ” used jl " " x T>, '~ J LJ ~” 1 



the coast near Blind Har 

^advantages, 2920-2923. 3053-3056. 3101-3104— — Check to witness’s operations 



hrouo-h his inability to obtain leases of the land required for the fishing stations, 2924- 

2u29.°3i34-3i4i. 3190-3197 Use exclusively of long lines and nets, there being no 

trawling, 2934. 2993, 2994- Ample and remunerative employment for a much larger 

number of fishermen off the coast near Belmullet if the means were forthcoming in regard 
to the provisions of boats, nets, &c., 2935-2945. 

Conclusion as 10 the great advanlage of loans to the fishermen in witness’s locality, 
and as to the safety of the money, 2944-2950. 3073. 3i55 - 3i57 Disposal at Bel- 

mullet and other places of the fish caught off the coast; advantage if there were 
increased facilities of curing when there is not a market for the fish, 2951-2957. 3034, 

3035. 3074-3077 Statement relative to some applications by witness to the Board of 

Works for the construction of landing places or slips ; grant eventually made in one 
instance through the instrumentality of Mr. Brady, witness paying one-third of the cost, 
2058-2970. 2974. 2997-3009. 3060-3062. 3147-3150- 3210 — ;-Lapse of twelve years 
between the first application of witness for a slip near Blind Harbour and the completion 
of the work, 2962, 2963. 3147-3150- 

Advantage if the fisheries were regularly visited by the Fishery Commissioners or 

inspectors, 2971-2977. 3065-3067 -Valuable nursery for the Royal Navy if the fisheries 

were encouraged, 2978, 2979 Benefit to the makers of nets and lo the public generally 

by a development cf the fisheries, 2980 Necessity of the fishermen in witness’s 

locality having a little land attached to their cottages, 2981, 2982. 3078-3082. 314 2 ~ 

0144 Room for the employment of large boats and trawlers off the coast, it being- 

more desirable, however, to encourage the use of nets and lines, 2983-2994. 

Capabilities 
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Savage, Robert. (Analysis of his Evidence)— continued. 

Capabilities of Black Sod Bay in regard to oyster cultivation ; extent of culture at 

present, 2995, 2996. 3°45-3°5»- 3158-3161. 3211-3316 Statement as to tile want 

of slips or landing places rather than of piers or harbours on the const near Belmullet ; 
small expense of the former as compared with the latter, 3010-3014. 3038-3044. 3057- 
3064. 3083-3097- 3101-3106. 3118,3119. 

Fishin® operations of Mr. Hector at Achill Island adverted to; beneficial operation 

thereof, 3015-3022 Purchase formerly by witness of the fish taken, whilst he also 

advanced loans to the men and provided curing stations, cottages, &c., 3023-3033. 

3 1 34“3 1 3®- 3 1 53» 3*54 Instance last winter, when there was great distress, of the 

men at Blind Harbour having been induced by witness’s son to fish in very bad weather, 

when a large quantity of fish was taken, 3035-3037. 3098-3100. 3125-3133 Very 

industrious character of the fishing population, proper fishing gear being alone required, 

3068-3072. 3133 Advantage of local manufacture of lines and nets, 3086. 

Very good fishing grounds along the north-west coast; how the fish may be disposed 

of, 3110-3117 Doubt as to much injury being done to spawn by trawling operations, 

3121-3124. 3198-3202 Practice of fish to spawn both in deep and shallow water, and 

as near as possible to foul or rocky ground, 3122. 3198-3201 Good fishing ground 

from Tullaghom Bay to Achill Sound, there being however a great want of boats and 
gear, 3162-3174. 

Dissent from the opinion of Mr. Neate of the coastguard that the quantity of fish on 

the coast has fallen off, 3177-3183 Circumstance of several emigrants to America 

having returned to the fisheries, 31 84-3189 Expediency of the spillers of the line fisher- 

men being protected against injury from the trawling boats; liability to such injury, 

^>203-3209 Large numbers of sun fish off the west coast, whilst their capture would 

be very profitable on account of the oil yielded, 3217-3222. 

Savage, Mr. Letter from Mr. Savage to the Chairman of the Committee in further ex- 
planation of the lapse of time in connection with the construction of the slip at Blind 
Harbour, Ev. 124. 

Scotch Fisheries .- 

1. Constitution and Functions of the Scotch Fishery Board. 

2. Public Aid given to the Fisheries. 

3. Aid given to Fishery Piers. 

4. System of Branding. 

5. Practice as to interference with Trawling, Sfc. 
f>. Other •particulars generally. 

1. Constitution and Functions of the Scotch Fishery Board: 

Information relative to the constitution of the Scotch Fishery Board ; there are twenty 

Commissioners, all unpaid, lion. B. F. Primrose 5682-5684 Since 1848 witness has 

been secretary, the management resting very much with him, ib. 5685, 5686 Summary 

of the functions discharged by the Board in the interests of the fisheries, one important 
duty being the enforcement of police regulations, ib. 5690-5698. 5776-5778— —Im- 
provement if the Scotch Board consisted of a small number of paid commissioners, 
ib. 5895-5899- 

2. Public Aid given to the Fisheries : 

Considerable assistance given by the Scotch Board of Fisheries, but not in the shape 

of loans, Hornsby 205-208 Much larger sum granted by Parliament towards the 

fisheries in Scotland than in Ireland, M‘Kerlie 753-756 Evidence relative to the 

amount and mode of appropriation of the public grants to the Scotch fisheries ; great 
advantage of Scotland over Ireland in this respect, Barry 4049. 4072-4082 State- 

ment delivered in (.App. 306) showing the relative position of the Scotch and Irish 
fisheries with reference to the aid afforded by the State, ib. 4642. 

Particulars of the annual expenditure of public money upon the Scotch fisheries, Hon. 

B. F. Primrose, 5716-5719. 5757“5759 Deduction of about 4,000 l. a year to be 

made from the total expenditure, in respect of the receipts from branding, ib. 5720-5723. 

5877, 5878 Sum of 300 1. a year paid to the Scotch fisheries under the Act 5 Geo. 4, 

c. 64, ib. 5900-5902. 

Reference by the Committee to the liberal policy pursued by Government for many 
years in encouraging the Scotch fisheries, Rep. vi. 

3. Aid given to Fishery Piers : 

Condition as to local contributions in aid of piers, before any aid is given by the 
Scotch Board, Hon. B. F. Primrose 5760. 5765-5768 Importance of the encourage- 

ment given 10 the construction of fishing piers, ib. 5849-5853. 

443 — I. G 4. System 
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Scotch Fisheries — continued. 

4. System of Branding : 

Information relative to and in approval of the system of branding in Scotland ; doubt 
as to the necessity of extending the practice to Ireland, Hon. B. F. Primrose s 7 <-,4- ^7^6. 
5769,5770.5869-5887. 3/04 676 

5. Practice as to interference with Trawling, Sfc. 

. Explanation as to the powers and practice of the Scotch Board in regard to prohibit- 
ing certain modes of capture of herrings, as by the use of seine nets with large meshes, 

and by beam trawling, Hon. B. F. Primrose 5728-5739 Limitation of interference 

by the Hoard to the herring fishery, the other fisheries being left free, ib. 5751-5753 
" Degree of imerference with the long line fishermen by the trawlers; distinction 
between these trawls and those on the Irish coast, ib. 5781-5788. 

Opinion as to there being no necessity for restrictions in connection with the Scotch 
fisheries, Allman 6115-6118. 



6. Other particulars generally : 

Improvement in the Scotch herring fishery, and in the sea fisheries generally, during 

the last twenty years, Han. B. F. Primrose 5687-5689. 5726. 5978-5985 Advantage 

ot tiie piactice of settling disputes between the fishermen on the Scotch coast by a jury 
chosen voluntarily instead of by going before a magistrate, ib. 5690. 5817-5827. 5992- 
5994“ -Importance of a prompt legal remedy in cases of offences by fishermen ; ap- 
proval of the Convention Act in this respect, ib. 5694, 5695 Chief causes of the 

improvement of the fisheries, ib. 5779, 5780 Destruction of a good many fry by the 

Scotch trawlers, ib. 5789-5793. J 

Details relative to the executive staff of the Scotch Board, and the boats employed for 
the regulation of the fisheries and the supervision of the French vessels off the coast, 

Mon. B F. Primrose 5802-5806. 5828-5832. 59°3-59>o. 5942-5958. 5988-5999 

Wiaiactei ox the boats used off the Scotch coasts, and amount of capital represented, ib. 

5 54“5862. 5938-5941. 5971-5975 Combination of farming with fishing on the 

west coast of Scotland, ib. 5867, 5868. 5980-5983. 



Immense value of the herring trade of Scotland, Hon. B. F. Primrose 5891-5894 

System of engagement of the crews of the Scotch boats, ib. 5911-5917 Considerable 

trouble m keeping the French boats outside the limit of three miles from the shore; 

advantage of the Convention as prescribing this 6111^,25.5929-5934. 5995-5999 

JJirheultie^ in carrying out long line fishing, more especially on the west coast, ib. 5960- 

5989 Employment of several gun boats when the French boats off the coast are 

numerous, ib. 5988-5991. 

See also Branding. British Fisheries Association. 



Sea Weed. Profitable occupation of many boats in the collection of sea weed, Barry 

4136, 4 1 37 Considerable trade in sea weed and kelp along the coast near Clifden 

Hart 4174-4185. ’ 



SeC Jrdand° r L ° mS ‘ See Loa,,s ‘ Society for Bettering the Condition of the Poor of 



Seine Nets. Comment on the permission to fish with sand-eel seines in bays while trawling 

is prohibited. Good 2341-2344. 2470, 2471 Objection to prohibiting the use of 

seines in bays, though they destroy many young fish, Barry 4620. 

Shannon, The Opinion as to good fishing banks existing in the Shannon, and in the 

estuary, Andrews 1398-1401 Large increase of drift nets in the Shannon; public 

advantage thereby, Brady 5506-5510. 1 

Shore Fisheries. Inexpediency of loans in aid of deep-sea fishing on the west coast, it 
being advisable rather to encourage the shore fisheries, Sir J. Dombrain 1129-1133. 

Shrrnp Nets. Shrimping nets might be exempted from a restriction in regard to trawling, 
&c. withm a five-fathom line, Andrews 1681-1683. s 

Sherries (Dublin). Special want of improvement of the harbour of Skerries, Andrews 1382 
! 724-—- Undue outlay required in order to make the Skerries a good fishing harbour 

and station, Brabazon 1969-1971 Advantage of Skerries as the locality for an 

' a ft’' 5 , Good 24 75 i Hoskyn 5273, 5274; Brady 5557 With regard to 

the silting up of harbours on the east coast, this would not apply to Skerries, Good 2523- 

Sligo Bay and Coast. Fitness of Sligo Bay as a fishing station for large boats, Brabazon 
041 2044. «oo, 2101—— Good effect to be procured by curing houses in Sligo Bav 
ib. 2067. 2100, 2101 — -Difficulty in re-establishing fishing off the coast of Slio- 0 as it 
can on y be carried on for three months in the year ; necessity in such case of fishino- 

and 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



S L I 



S P A 



5 1 



Report, 1867 — continued. 



Sligo Bay and Coast — continued. 

and fanning being combined, Good ‘2407—2417. 2431-2436 System of counties under 

which the Sligo coast was formerly fished, Barry 3936-394° ■ 

See also West Coast. 

Slips. See Landing Piers. 

Society for Bettering the Condition of the Poor of Ireland : 

Belief as to the advantage conferred on the fisheries by the society in Dublin, of which 
Mr. Andrews is one of the trustees, Hornsby 91-96. 163-166; M‘Kerlie 680-683 - 

Better prospect of repayment to a private society than to a public department, McKerlie 

684, 685; Stewart 4822-4824 Usefulness of the loans made by the society ; difficulty 

on the score of security, Brabazon 1949-1951. 2057-2060 -Beneficial results produced 

by the loans made by the Society for Bettering the Condition of the Poor of Ireland ; 
unquestionable security required, Barry SS^-SSS 1 * 3575- 37 22 * 3 8 47> 3 8 4 8 * 

Capital of about 30,000 1. at the disposal of the society, of which witness is trustee; 

how this sum was obtained, Andrews 1291, 1292 Careful inquiries made before loans 

are advanced by the society to fishermen, securities being required for the repayment of 
the money by instalments without interest : absence hitherto of any loss to the society, 

ib. 1294-1302. 1305 Of the capital of 30,000 l. half is tied up, and the interest only 

is available, ib. 1297 About 11,000 7. are now out on loans in sums varying from 

10 l. to 500 1, ib. 1297, 12cj8. 

Evidence as to the exceedingly beneficial operation of the loans in question in im- 
proving the condition of the fishing population, and in developing the fisheries, Andrews 

1298—1309 Immense increase in the number of fishing boats at Howlh and Skerries, 

owing very much to the loans by the society, ib. 1304, 1305 Form of application to 

the society for loans; provision as to security, 1305 Practice of the society to 

advance loans only to actual fishermen, ib. 1420, 1421 Collateral and personal 

security on which the loans are made, ib. 1422, 1423 No interest is charged, in. 

1577- 1 777> !77 8 - 

Repayment in five half yearly instalments, from the end of the first year, of the loans 
made by the society, any difficulty being very rarely experienced, Andrews 1580-1583. 

1653-1656 Satisfactory information required before any money is lent, it being 

necessary to refuse many applications from poor fishermen through the security not being 

sufficient, ib. 1588. 1662 Total of about 23,000/. advanced from time to lime, about 

6,000 persons having been benefited thereby, ib. 1644-1649.1657, 1658 Practical 
effect of the loans that the fishermen are provided with capital in the shape of proper 
boats and gear, and have paid all the money at the end of three and a half or four years, 
ib. 1653-1661. 

Statement supplied to the Committee in explanation of the administration of loans by 
the society, together with suggestions on the part of the society on the subject of trawling, 

&c., App. 316-319 Forms used by the society in connection with the grant ot loans, 

ib. 320, 321. 

Considerable benefit consequent upon the advances made by the society, all of which 
have been repaid, Pep. v, vi. 



Spawn and Fry : 

Details in support of the conclusion that spawning takes place in bays and estuaries, 
and that trawling is injurious to spawn and fry, M‘Kerlie 433~44 2 .- 77 2 * 7?6 _ 779 ! 
Brabazon 1792. 1813-1858. 1907 et seep-, Barry 4305-4313. 439°-439 8 * 4 6ll -46i6. 
4627-4633. 

Evidence opposed to the view that fish spawn in places where trawling goes on, in 
bays, or that the spawn is disturbed and destroyed by the trawling apparatus, Andrews 
1429-1433. 1458. 1464-1480. 1597. 1612. 1746-1756; Good 2243-2257. 2374-2376; 
Stephens 2562-2571. 2724-2726. 2800-2807. 2842, 2843; Savage 3121-3124. 3198- 
3202 ; Hart 4239-4248; Huxley 4920 et seq. ; Iiosltyn 5089 et seq . ; Brady 5331-5359* 
5449-5469. 5562-5614 ; Allman 6010 et seq. 

Great waste by the immense quantity of spawn or roe taken out of cod fish when 
spent; these fish are taken chiefly with long lines, Brabazon 1906. 1990. 2025, 2020. 

2093-2095 Advantage of a Government inquiry into the habits of fish, Brabazon 

2061-2064; Good 473; .Barry 4575-4580. 4617-4619. 

Opinion that there is no such thing as spawning in bays, and that light and shallow water 
is necessary for the development of the spawn and for protection from the larger fish. 

Good 2457 Capture of many fish heavy with spawn; mischief thereof, as well asm 

disturbing spawn beds, if the latter really be done by trawl nets, Stephens 2605-2614 

Opinion that fish come into the bays chiefly for food and not for spawning, ib. 2015- 

2619 Practice of fish to spawn both in deep and shallow water, and as near as 

possible to foul or rocky ground, Savage 3122. 3198-3201. 

2 j G 2 Examination 
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Spawn and Fry — continued. 

Examination upon the question of trawling being injurious to spawning beds, com- 
plaints on this score being one of the causes of the restrictions enforced ; great difficulty 
in proving that injury is really done, the evidence on the subject being very conflicting, 
Barry 4305-4313- 4355. 4356- .4390-4398- 4611-4616. 4627-4633— Expediency of 
some reliable evidence being obtained in regard to the spawning ot fish, to. 40io-4oi9- 
4627-4638. 

Difficulty in judging of the locality of spawning beds from the capture of small fish, 

Huxley 4994-4998.°5024-5026 Immense destruction of the spawn and fry of herrings 

by other fish, ib. 5032. 5040. 5057. 

Circumstance of witness having frequently taken ova and spawn on the surface of the 

sea, Allman 6016-6019. 6074. 6110-6112 Great uncertainty still existing as to the 

spawning habits of fish and the locality of the spawning grounds, ib. 6026-6032. 6038. 
6044-6050. 6059-6062. 

Recommendation by the Committee for an inquiry by Government into the subject of 
spawning, with reference to the question of trawling in bays and estuaries. Rep. v. 

See also Trawling. 

Spiddal (Galway Bay). Benefits anticipated from the pier and harbour about to be con- 
structed at Spiddal, in Galway Bay, M‘Kerlie 751. 

Staff for Administration of Fisheries. See Board of Works. Inspection. 

Statistics. Reliance to be placed upon the coast-guard officers as a means of obtaining 

valuable records and statistics, Barry 4636-4638 Expediency of the Board of Works 

obtaining reliable statistics of the fisheries as from the coast-guard, and also from the 
fishing boats, Hon. B. F. Primrose 5708-5715. 59‘ 2 3“59 2 8- 

Steam Trawlers. Employment of a steam trawler by Mr. Malcomson outside Waterford har- 
bours ; large quantity o'f fish taken, the expenses, however, having been too high, Stephens 

2748-2753. 2897 Probable success of a steam trawler in Waterford Harbour if not a 

very expensive vessel, ib. 2749. 2897 Doubt as to steam trawling answering for 

salmon fishing, ib. 2894-2896. 

Stephens, Abraham. (Analysis of his Evidence.)— Has been engaged in fishing operations 

in Waterford harbour and estuary for about twenty-five years, 2546, 2547 Much 

larger boats now employed in trawling than formerly ; possession of three such boats by 

witness, 2548-2553 Great difficulty experienced through the crews often leaving the 

boats without any notice, 2554, 2555. 2681-2684. 2836-2838 Very productive fishing 

grounds off Waterford Harbour, 2556-2559- Character of the restrictions upon 

trawling in the harbour and estuary; conclusion as to the very injurious effect thereof, 
as large quantities of fish thus escape capture altogether, 2560, 2561. 2572-2577. 
2655. 

Statement as to spawn never being taken up by witness’s trawlers, 2562-2571. 2800- 

2802. 2841 Particulars relative to the piers and harbours along the coast; bad plans 

adopted in several instances by the Board of Works, whilst there is a great want generally 
of places of shelter for the boats, 2578-2585. 2626, 2627. 2710-2717. 2819-2822. 2844- 

2864. 2881. 2884 Very rare instances of any inspection of the fisheries at Waterford 

or on the adjacent coast, 2586-2588 Very beneficial results anticipated from Govern- 

ment loans to deserving fishermen, it being advisable to take security, 2589, 2590. 2675- 
2679. 2760-2765. 2870-2872. 

Advantage of the proposal in the Bill for voluntary agreements between owners and 

crews, 2591, 2592. 2686 Difficulty in getting men qualified for trawling; long 

training necessary, 2593. 2620-2623. 2779-2782. 2810. 2832-2835 Capabilities for 

oyster cultivation in Waterford estuary and harbour; legal impediment through certain 

provisions in the Oyster Act of 1866,2594-2596 Expediency of other parties than 

owners being allowed to use land for oyster culture, if the latter refuse to do so, 2595- 

2598. 2653,°2654 Profitable character of witness’s trawling operations; good earnings 

of his crews, 2599-2604- 2628-2631. 2657-2659. 2789. 

Capture of many fish heavy with spawn ; mischief thereof, as well as in disturbing 

spawn beds, if the latter really be done by trawl nets, 2605-2614 Opinion that fish 

come into the bays chiefly for' food and not for spawning, 2615-2619 Advantage of 

a system of apprentices for the fisheries; facility of obtaining boys for the purpose from 

the workhouses, 2623-2625. 2668-2674. 2735-2747. 2811-2815 System of shares 

by which witness’s men are paid ; that is, according to the quantity offish captured and 
the sum realised, 2628-2631. 2651. 2665-2667 Doubt whether the long line fisher- 

men would be seriously injured if there were no restrictions upon trawling, 2632-2636. 
2641-2649. 

Further statement as to the difficulty of securing a sufficient number of men or of 
obtaining their constant employment, though the earnings are good; causes to which 

this 
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Stephens, Abraham. (Analysis of his Evidence)— continued. 

this is owing, 2637-2640. 2657-2667. 2680. 2701-2705. 2743, 2744. 2792-2799 

Success of small fishing companies or local co-partnerships, whilst large companies hardly 

ever succeed, 2652. 2839, 2840. 2865-2869 Expediency of restriction in regard to 

oyster dredging, 2656 Want of more encouragement to the building of fishermen’s 

houses by landlords; suggestions hereon, 2689—2700. 2708-2710. 2727-2734. 2783- 
2785. 2816-2818. 

Expediency of trawling being allowed in five-fathom water, 2718-2722 Doubt as 

to spawniug taking place in shallow water, 2723 Comparatively few young fish 

or fry taken up by witness’s vessels ; larger quantity taken in deep than in shallow water, 

2724-2726. 2803-2807 Employment of a steam trawler by Mr. Malcomsom outside 

Waterford Harbour; large quantity of fish taken, the expenses however having been too 

high, 2748-2753. 2897 Probable success of a steam trawler in Waterford Harbour if 

not a very expensive vessel, 2749. 2897 Great importance of a Government survey of 

the different banks off the Irish coast, 2754, 2755. 

Absence of decrease on the whole, in the supply of fish, 2756 Great variation in 

the hake fishing, it having quite failed during the last two or three years, 2757-2759. 
Large cod fishery off Waterford and Dungarvan, up to the month of March, 2767- 

2771 Non-interference of the trawlers with the lines of ihe fishermen off Dungarvan, 

2772 Advantage of the information to be obtained from more frequent inspection, 

2 773 -2 777 Obstacle to a close season for deep-sea fishing, 2778 Sale of all the 

fry taken in the trawl nets, 2825-2827. 

Advantage in the plans for piers being deposited by the Board of Works for public 

inspection, 2829-2831 Slight extent to which the ground is disturbed in trawling, 

2842, 2843 Great want of places of shelter along the coast between Kingstown and 

Dunmore, 2849-2856 Little if any interference by trawling with the lines along 

shore, so that restrictions on this score are not required, 2875—2880 Witness is in fact 

opposed to any restriction whatever, and considers that the removal of all restrictions 

would not affect the available supply of fish, 2882, 2883. 2885-2893 Doubt as to 

steam trawling answering for salmon fishing, 2894-2896. 

Stewart, Alexander. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Was for thirty-five years solicitor to the 

Board of Works in Ireland, 4644-4648 Considers that there is no necessity at all for 

the Bill before the Committee, or for the new system of administration of the fisheries 

proposed by the Bill, 4649— 4659 Disadvantage in transferring the administration of 

the fisheries from the present experienced Commissioners to a new and separate Board, 
.whilst the increase of expense thereby would be considerable, 4651. 4654-4658. 4707- 

4749 Advantage by the appointment of additional inspectors, two, if not three, being 

required, 4650-4652. 4659. 

Statement showing that the proposition in the Bill in regard to loans for oyster beds is 
at variance with the principle upon which loans are granted under the Land Improve- 
ment Acts and is in fact objectionable, 4660-4671 Objection to the proposal in the Bill 

for a system of loans for piers and harbours, inasmuch as this would, in witness’s opinion, 
lead to the loss of the grants now derived under the Piers and Harbours Act, 4672-4674 

Exceptions taken to the provision that the inspectors rather than the Commissioners 

shall decide what piers require loans, 4674-4677. 4773“477 6 Duty of the counties 

to keep the piers in repairs; process by which the Board of Works may take action in 
the matter, 4678-4680. 

Inaccuracy of Mr. Andrews in the statement that a sum of 5,000 1. a year was available 
for the Irish fisheries for many years past; concurrence of the law officers of the Crown, 

in witness’s opinion, that this is not so, 4681, 4682 Powers and practice of the Board 

in regard to bye-laws for regulating the fisheries ; expediency of such powers, 4683, 
4684. 

Further statement in disapproval of the appointment of new Commissioners for the 
coast fisheries ; adequacy of the present Board for the purpose, if there were two or three 

inspectors, 4685-4697. 4790-4792 Doubt as to any prejudice arising to the fisheries 

through the Commissioners not adopting all the suggestions made by the Inspecting 

Commissioner, 4698-4702 Question whether the sea-coast fisheries might not be 

placed under the same Board as the inland fisheries ; increase of expense in such case, 
47°3-47° 8 - 474^-4750. 

Examination in further disapproval of the provision in the Bill on the subject of loans 
to oyster cultivators; that is, with reference to the security to be given, 4709-4720. 4854- 

4859. 4865-4869 Question further considered as to the effect of the Bill in interfering 

with grants for piers and harbours, 4721-4730 Explanation of the existing powers 

and practice of the Commissioners in regard to grants and loans for piers; approval 
thereof, as preferable to the alterations proposed by the Bill, 4721-4745.4788,4789. 
4825, 4826. 4863, 4864. 

443— I. G 3 Contemplated 
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Stewart, Alexander. (Analysis of his Evidence)— continued. 

Contemplated addition of two inspectors to the present staff, 475 1 -4755— : 
clashing of the inspectors if they were all under one Board for both the sea coastand inland 

fisheries a.7^6-4761 Approval of the present system of the Commissioners repoitmg 

to Parliament, indirectly, through the Lord Lieutenant, 4762-4764— iConc™^®" 1 

the view that a consolidation of the sea-fishery laws is desirable, it being a question, 
however, whether such consolidation ought not to be effected by a Government measure, 
47 6 o- 477 2 - 

Explanation as regards Howth Harbour, that it was vested in the Board of Works 
irrespectively of the fisheries, and that any money required for its repair, 111 addition to 
the tolls, must be voted by Parliament, 4777~47 86 Fairness of the present arrange- 

ment bv which the counties are responsible for the repair of the piers ; doubt as to tms 

system having worked badlv, 4793-4810. 4847-4853. 4889-4895 Suggestion upon 

the subject of public loans "towards the erection of fishermen’s houses by companies or 
societies, due security being taken, 4811-4819. 

Objection to public loans to fishermen on the security of boats and gear, 4820-4824. 

4885-4888. 4896. 4898, 4899 Consideration of the clauses in the Bill relative to 

agreements between crews and owners; expediency of a summary jurisdiction in tne 

magistrates on this subject, 4827-4844 Expediency of bye-laws rather than or 

general legislation in regard to restrictions upon trawling, &c., 4845, 4840. 4097- 49°° 
4903- 

Advantage of inspectors being resident in their districts, 4860-4862 Probable 

sufficiency of one inspector, if the Board are to have nothing to do with the question ot 
restrictions upon trawling, or with loans to fishermen, piers, &c., 4870-4884 P ini ** 
as to the sufficiency of the powers under the Act of 1866, for dealing with the oystei 
fisheries, 4902, 4903. 

Strikes. See Agreements between Owners and Crews. Crews of Fishing Vessels. 

Sun- Fish. Large number of sun-fish off the west coast, whilst their capture would be 
very profitable on account of the oil yielded, Savage 3217-3222 ; Ve( y P'°" tab e 
fishing formerly off Clifden for sun-fish; decline of this pursuit, the fish not being so 
numerous, and large boats being required, Hurt 4249-4259. 

Supply of Fish. Large shoals of migratory fish, to which the improvement in the fisheries 
on 'the east and south coasts are mainly attributable, M‘Iierhe 495 

appearance of some kinds of fish off the coast, ib. 516 Decrease in quantity ot 

fish off the coast further adverted to; doubt as to the cause, though on the east coas 
the fishermen attribute it to trawling, ib. 545-548- 666-671. 772, 773. 

Belief that the supply offish, though very uncertain, is on the whole as g^asever 
it was, Sir J. Dombrain 855; Andrews 1286-1289. 1389 ; Stephens 2756— ^reat un 
certainty in the continuous resort of fish to any particular part of the coast, Sir J. 

Dombrain 046. q 4 q. 953. 970,971. 1073-1083 Further statement that fish abound 

round the coast as much as ever, though in several places there is not the same capture 
as formerly, through want of means, Andrews 1413-1410. 

Greet productiveness of the Irish fisheries in former times, when the Dutch and 
Spaniards poid for the privilege of fishing off the coast, A, drew, 1 
elusion as to haddock and other fish not having disappeared off the ®«t. but only 

changed their feeding grounds, it. 1718-1721 -Conclusion, based ? S' t P , 0 

rienci of the east coast? that the fish off the coast have not decreased within the last 30 
or 40 years, Good 2221-2231. 

Dale for the conclusion that on the whole there has been a considerable Jag* m 
the Quantity of fish off the coast aod in the capture, Barn) 3317-3305. 3B04 3009 
nSS capture of fish further adverted to 'as owing not only to decreased supplies off 
the coast, but lo the habits of the fishermen, ib. 3605-3616. 

Migratory habits of herrings and other fish, it being essential to follow them when they 
change their feeding grounds, Hoshjn 5125-5128. 5167-5181. 5206 5 • 5 

Doubt as to the supply of fish having diminished on the whole, though there is m"ch 

uncertainty in it, Bmiy 5585-5611 Probable advantage of a Government ^rey, m 

of an official inquiry into the habits of fish with reference to their occasional and sndden 
disappearance from particular grounds, Allman 6083-6091. 6119 6123. 

Statement by Mr. Ffennelland Mr. Barry in 1856, as to the exaggerations prevalent 
in regard to the supply around ihe coast, App. 272. 

Letter from Mr. J. Copeland, dated October 1866, relative to the decrease of fish in the 
Irish Sea, App. 278-281. 
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Supply of Fish — continued. 

Conclusion as to the quantity of fish along the coast being as abundant as ever, 
Hep. iii. 

See also Boats and Gear. Fast Coast. Employment. Fishing Grounds. 

Haddock. Hake. Herring Fishery. Royal Commission. Survey. 

Trawling. West Coast. Whiting. 

Suppression of Reports of Inspectors. See Reports of Mr. Barry. 

Survey {Fishing Grounds). Circumstance of the Board of Works never having suggested 
an inquiry relative to the existence of fishing grounds round the coast, MKerlie, 819- 

822 Doubt as to the expediency of a Government survey as to the existence of fishing 

grounds not now known, Good 2474 Great importance of a Government survey of 

the different banks off the Irish coast, Stephens 2754, 2755 Approval of a Govern- 
ment survey of the fishing banks, Barry 3895, 3896. 4102-4109 Advantage if some 

measures were taken for surveying the fishing grounds round Ireland; necessity of this 
being done by practical persons, Hosliyn 5128-5131. 5214-5216. 

Swilly, Lough. Report of meeting held by Mr. Barry in June 1866, to inquire into the 
effects of the bye-law with regard to trawling, App. 299-302. 



T. 

Trammel Nets. Objections made to trawling in Bantry Bay on account of the interference 

with trammel-net fishing, Barry 4363. 4484. 4495-4505 Destruction of trammel nets 

by trawlers going over them, it being desirable probably to impose some restriction for 

the protection of trammel-net fishing, Huxley 4953. 4967. 4986-4988. 5076-5080 

Doubt as to trawling being injurious either to line fishermen or trammel-net men, except 

under special circumstances, Hoshyn 5138-5141. 5182, 5183. 5258 Conclusion as to 

restrictions not being required in order t<> prevent damage to the long lines and trammel 
nets, Brady 5348. 5350-5359- 545°- 5457-5463- 5662. 

Trawling: 

1. Practice of the Board of Works not to impose any Restriction upon 

Trawling, except upon local Application, and after due Inquiry. 

2. Suspension of further Action since the Appointment of the Royal Com- 

mission. 

3. Conflicting Views which prevail as to the Effects of Trawling. 

4. General Conclusion of the Board of Works in Disapproval of Trawling in 

Bays and Estuaries. 

5. Evidence opposed to unrestricted Trawling on account of the Destruction of 

Spawn and Fry. _ 

6. Evidence in Denial of the alleged Injury to Spawn and Fry, and in Dis- 

approval of Restrictions on this score. 

7. Comment upon the Prevention of Traivling in some Cases, whilst it is allowed 

in others. 

8. Effect of Restrictions in lessening the Supply of Fish. 

9. Question of Restriction with Reference to Injury to Long Lines and Tram- 

mel Nets. 

10. Question of Prohibition within a five-fathom or ten-fathom Line. 

11. Question of a Close Time, or of Prohibition during certain Hours. 

12. Suggestions in regard to the Power of making Bye-laws for the Regulation 

of Trawling, Spc. 

13. Evidence in favour of the Removal of all Restrictions. 

14. Extent of Traivling Ground off the Irish Coast. 

15. Question as to Ground being trawled out. 

16. Comparative Employment in Trawling and in Long-line Fishing. 

17. Other Details and Suggestions generally. 

18. Conclusions and Recommendations of the Committee. 

1 . Practice of the Board of Works not to impose any Restriction upon Trawling, 

except upon local Application, and after due Inquiry : 

Explanation that it is the practice of the Board not to assume the initiative in fishery 
matters, nor to impose restrictions, unless upon application from the localities, Hornsby 

08-102 Policy of restriction as regards trawling, See. before the Act 5 & b V ict., whilst 

under that Act restrictions were made exceptional, ib. 113-121 Local inquiry through 

Mr. Barry, when applications are made for the prohibition, or for the allowance, of 
trawling/the Board being guided by his reports, and by the circumstances of each case, 

before making any bye-laws, ib. 121-140. 145-150 Very rare attendance of the Com- 

443—I. 04 missioner 
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Tra W£/A , G--continued. 

1. Practice of the Board of Works not to impose any Restriction upon Trawling, 

except upon local Application, and after due Inquiry — continued, 
missioners at the meetings held by Mr. Barry ; ample data before them irrespectively of 
personal inquiry, Hornsby 131-136. 145-150. 283-288. 

Practice of the Board not to place restrictions, except upon special application from 
the locality, MKerlie 451-460. 507-509. 762 — —Imposition of restrictions chiefly on 
the application of long-line fishermen, each case being decided on its own meiits, ib. 451- 

459- 503-509 Due examination by the Commissioners of the evidence taken by Mr. 

Barry in his inquiries, ib. 747-749. 829. 

Policy of the Commissioners not to interfere with trawling, except upon local com- 
plaint, and after due investigation and consideration of the circumstances of each case, 
Barry 4276-4289. 4305,4306. 4398. 

2. Suspension of further Action since the Appointment of the Royal Commission : 

With regard to the views arrived at by the Board in disapproval ot trawling in bays 

and estuaries, it has been resolved to postpone any alteration or any action in the matter 
pending the expected legislation on deep-sea fisheries generally, Hornsby 54-65. 103, 104. 

119-140. 145-150 Few applications on the subject of trawling within the last two 

years; postponement of any regulations in these cases, ib. 126-130. 137, 138 In con- 

sequence of the appointment of the Royal Commission, any action upon the subject of 
trawling has generally been suspended, Barry 4296. 4303, 43°4- 44 20 - 

3. Conflicting Views which prevail as to the effects of Trawling ; 

Very opposite views which prevail on the subject of trawling, witness hesitating to 

express any decided opinion in the matter, Sir J. Dombrain 901-903. 1124,1125 

Conflicting interest of long-line fishermen and trawl fishermen, there being much exagge- 

ration on each side as to the effect of trawling, Barry 4340-4356. 4465-4468 

Further reference to the very contradictory evidence given upon the question of unre- 
stricted trawling, ib. 4465-4468. 4471-4475 Very conflicting evidence before the 

Royal Commission as to the effect of trawling upon spawn and fry, Huxley 4920. 4932, 
4933- 4938. 497 6 - 

4 . General Conclusion of the Board of Works in Disapproval of Trawling in Bays 

and Estuaries : 

Consideration of the conclusions arrived at by the Board in recent reports in disap- 
proval of removing all restrictions upon trawling in bays and shoal waters : due investi- 
gation and discussion before coming to this decision, M‘Kerlie 421-432. 503. 829— — 
Careful and long-extended inquiries made by witness and his colleague into the question 
of trawling, upon which they dissented from the opinion expressed by the Royal Com- 
missioners in favour of removing all restrictions, ib. 538-544. 722-733. 758-761. 829. 

5. Evidence opposed to unrestricted Trending, on account of the Destruction of 

Spawn and Fry: 

Statement on the subject of spawn and immature fish, as showing that at certain 

seasons of the year trawling is in some localities very injurious, MKerlie 433-442- 

Conclusion further expressed that trawling within the bays must be more or less injurious, 
ib. 742. 776-779. 

Effect of trawling in disturbing and destroying the spat, as well as the animalculm, or 
food of the fish; examination hereon as to witness’s data for concluding that fish spawn 

upon sand, over which the trawlers work, Brdbuzon 1792. 1813-1858 -Statement that 

witness has never seen spawn taken up in trawling nets; this, however, is no proof that 
the spawn is not destroyed, ib. 1813-1858. 1908-1916. 

Further evidence in support of the conclusion that fish deposit their spawn in the sand, 
and that such spawn is destroyed in large quantities by the trawling apparatus, Brabazon 

1007-1925. 1935-1941 Instance of trawling in a very shallow water in order to get 

bait for long-line fishing, ib. 1930 Great injury to the fisheries through the immense 

destruction of immature fish taken in the trawling nets, ib. 1985-1990. 2073-2075. 

Precise way in which the operation of trawling destroys the spawn and injures the 

feeding grounds, Brabazon 2082-2086. 2131-2135 Conclusion further expressed as 

to fish spawning in the sand, and not on the surface, ib. 2096. 2131 Opinion that fish 

occasionally spawn on their feeding grounds, ib. 2202. 

Examination upon the question of trawling being injurious to spawning beds, com- 
plaints on this score being one of the causes of the restrictions enforced; great difficulty 
in proving that injury is really done, the evidence on the subject being very conflicting, 
Rarry 4305-4313. 4355, 4356. 4390-4398. 4611-4616. 4627-4633 Evidence in de- 

tail in opposition to the view that there should be a general abolition of restrictions on 
trawling, as contended for by the Royal Commission, ib. 4337“4339- 44'6 et seq. 

C. Evidence 
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6 . Evidence in Denial of the alleged Injury to Spawn and Fry, and h 
of Restrictions on this score : 

Spawnin' 1 - offish, either in shallow water or on rough grounds where the large trawlers 

cannot work, Andrews 1429-1433 Statement in further support of the conclusion 

that spawn and fry are not injured or destroyed by large trawlers, but rather bv small 

trawlers and by men using shore nets and hand nets. ib. 1 45^* 1480 Impracticability 

of the laroe trawl boats working where the fish spawn, on account of the depth of water and 

the smoothness of bottom required, ib. 14(34-1469 Description of the apparatus used 

in trawlino-, and of its effect upon the ground or sand ; ooivlusion that any spawn in the 

sand vvouTd not be destroyed, ib. 1472-1478 Further statement as to spawn and fry 

not being injured by the operation of trawling, save in the case of small vessels, ib. 1597. 
1612. 1746-1756. 1773. 1 774- 

Statement as to the spawn of flat or round fish being never taken up in witness’s nets. 

Good 2243. 2248. 2374-2376 Conclusion as to fish spawning in places where the 

trawlers do not work or would not work, even 111 bays, ib. 2245-2250. 2457 Explana- 

tion as to the working of the trawl along the ground ; obstacle to its going over rough or 
sheltered ground where the fish spawn, ib. 2250-2257. 

Statement as to spawn never being taken up by witness’s trawlers, Stephens 2562- 

r/ c- 1 . 2800-2802. 2841 Comparatively few young fish or fry taken up by witness s 

vessels" larger quantity taken up in deep than in shallow water, ib. 2724-2726. 2803- 

2807 — - — Safe of all the fry taken in the bawl nets, ib. 2825-2827 Slight extent to 

which the ground is disturbed in trawling, ib. 2842, 2843 Doubt as to much mjuiy 

bein' 1 - done to spawn by trawling operations, Savage 3121-3124. 3198-3202— Opinion 
as regards trawling, that fish spawn chiefly in shallow water and that restrictions upon 
trawling in deep water are not essential, Hart 4239-4248. 

Details in support of the conclusion that there is no proof of injury to spawn by trawl- 
ino- whilst there is little if anything known concerning the spawn of fish except herring 
spawn, Huxley 4920-4939- 4945- 4955- 4992-4998- 5° 7-501 9- 5037-5042— Capture 
of some kinds of immature fish by trawlers, such fish however when of lull size being 
rarely taken by long lines, ib. 4942-4944. 

Frequent employment bv witness for scientific purposes, of an apparatus for bringing 
up minute objects from the sea bottom ; way in which this apparatus works. Iloshyn 

508Q-5OQQ Statement as to this apparatus having never brought up the spawn ot 

fish: conclusion based on this and other grounds, that iravvling in bays and estuaries 
would not destrov spawn or be injurious to the fisheries, ib. 5138-5155. 5204, 5205. 

5233-5235. 5255, 5256 Opinion that fish spawn chiefly in very deep water and in 

rouo-h places' where trawlers cannot work, ib. 5105-5107. 5110-5115. 5118-5120. 5124. 

5161-5165- 

Details in support of the conclusion that trawling in bays or estuaries is not injurious 
to the spawn offish, and that restrictions upon trawling are altogether unnecessary, and 
verv prejudicial to fishing enterprise and to the public, Brady 533 1 -5359- 5449-546.9* 

5562-5614. 5628-5630; Allman 6010 et seq. Practical experience of witness in 

trawlino- whereas he never saw any spawn taken up, Brady 5334-5339- 5349> 535°“ 
Opinion as to the effect of the trawling process in improving the feeding ground without 
injuring the spawn, ib. 5572-5577. 

Grounds for the conclusion that even if herring spawn were disturbed by the trawling 
apparatus the vitality would not be destroyed, Allman 6020 et seq. 

7. Comment upon the prevention of Trawling in some cases whilst it is allowed in 

others : 

Great inconsistency of the regulation permitting small vessels to trawl whilst large 

vessels are prohibited, Andrews 1470, 1471 Special regulations ot the Board of Works 

in regard to trawling farther adverted to as having been the result of local representa- 

tion« ib 1757-1759 Inconsistent course pursued by the Board of Woiks on the 

subiect of trawling : insufficient evidence upon which restrictions have been applied, 

Brady 5340-5348 Inconsistency in allowing trawling in some bays, and preventing 

it in others, this however being done by the Board only on application from the localities, 
Good 2452-2457. 2461-2470. 

8. Effect of Restrictions in lessening the Supply of Fish : 

Probable escape of large quantities of fish, in some cases by the prohibition of trawling 

u.. vs MKerlie 464- Probability of much more fish being cauuht but for the 

.4.* . 1- _7 cv„ r nno.nnd Dmihf. as to the fish coming into 

— Probability of some fish 
-ger trawlers coming in, ib. 



111 oh vo H-e-t -Probability of much mo 

restrictions on trawling. Sir J. Dombrain 902-904— —Doubt 
the bays and harbours during storms, Brabazon 1883-1885- 
escaping capture in bays through the prohibition upon the la: 
1886, 1887. 
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8 . Effect of Restrictions in Lessening the Supply of Fish- continued 

^ iz «- 

enferbays'in 5 ' 43 ' 5,48 u 5^ 135 - 6 * 61 — i Probably 7 ' fish wgfeh 

”■ Q Zi? ° f Restricti ° " wilh ta 'w * £»»« 
boo l ™x?ri tist t o y th rawls ; , few “?•■“■*• ■* ««* 

&C ' * fl “" "» oostric.ion upon 3 ,^, ^ 
the lines ah, no- shore so thnf reviviZ;* L .fV e » ,f an 3'» interference by trawling with 

the undue interference of trawling with the trammC-net men f S °J® 6 ^ I " 8tai,ce of 

sarssr ix 

10. Question of Prohibition within a fine-fathom or ten-fathom Line ■ 

tt i raW,i " S Sh0 " IJ be P^hiWted, 

that the long-line fishermen -wtodiew upon inwlfeg 

cost — Suctions as ^Si^SZb ng "",1^1' *■ ^ 

by drawing it from headland to headland, ib. W& ' hat iS ’ 

Expediency of trawling being allowed in five fathom wat^i- o 

the 437o^'imp f °d r i“enL Ci to l '’ e proh ’ ibitio "."f 

t'on upon trawling within a five <~r fen fathom lino „ can Y ,n &' out the proposed restric- 

a prohibition upon trawling within a five-fa, hom'ed or? 

11. Question of a Close Time , or of prohibition during certain hours ■ 
seasolTdurhig" the' months' 3 of S'jM of a Cose 

1986. -I 4 341 - PllB0 ® e “B^f^ l Cosesea n son^^a^otre^”h2fTa6a^in - ig8 3 ’ 

12. Suggestions 
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12 . Suggestions in regard to the power of making Bye-laws for the regulation of 
Trawling , Sfc. : 

Tmnortance of reflation* as to trawling being modified from lime to time, as by means 

Importance D /„. aiu m 8-080 Expediency of the Commissioners retaining 

l^otT of m.Vmg^"/or presenting Lchie/b, small trawlers, Etm .n shalbw 
wie'“ or within thl foe-fathom line, Andrews 1610-16.5, ,671. .678- 

l6 Obie'e 7 tio 7 n tomiform regulations being laid down by Act of Parliament for the different 

localities' in regard to trawling. Burry 3968-3971. 39 s 8-3995 Opinion adverse to 

restrictimi/asa f ulel ; each case should be decided by a Board as at present, .6. 4343, 
4001. 4416-4419. 445 1- 4453 - . , t ... 

Expediency of bye-laws, rather than of a general legislation in regard to restnctions 

SZ% tt q ; 4 eS°; SSng trawimg in /arrow bays ,1 particular hours o, seasons, 
ib. 4984, 4985- 499 l - 

13 Evidence in favour of the removal of all Restrictions: 

Advocacy of the jerao^a^ofolfohe Presenfoesfoction^upon trawling^wlnlsfo^f 
rea°6 tS i4^ r6 1459— Decided obiection to the prohibition of trawling 111 the bays of 

Hip.™ o^a. .458. .480. 1597- ■6»- '670- .746-1766. 1773. 1774- 

n„a,.l„«ion that there should be no restriction whatever upon trawlers, whetner large 
Cone nsion that there non wolJd result t0 Wg-lfne men, Good 2336-2354. 

or small, and tha p sli „ ht J ex y tellt t0 w hi c h the restrictions upon trawling interfere 

vlh witLs’s operations ; expediency nevertheless of .lie abolition of all 

restrictions, ib. 2439-2444- , . . , . f ai . a nft 

r\ nn ht wn-ther the lon°--line fishermen would be seriously injured if theie weie no 

pose<i : 't//ny^restifmion , winimre 9 e andcons^ers'th^ 4 t//remov^of 'all restriction would 
not affect die available supply of flsh, 16. 0880, 0883. 0885. -893. 

Belief that in the interests of the Irish fisheries, the existing restrictions are not ot the 

V wiriest value Huxley 4948 Distinction between the case of the long-line fishermen 

slightest value, y 494 ■. -intending tiiat restrictions are not required, nor 

deteriorate the’ condition of the fishing population generally, 
Brady *>563-5571. 567 8 - 65 }: 5 9 - 5639 > 564°- 5 6 45 - 5054 - 

Further staten, ems by Mr. Brady in support of Ins objections to the restrictions 
applied by the Commissioners, App. 3°9> 3 10 - 

14. Extent of Trawling Ground off the Irish Coast : 

Great extent of ground over which the Wen work, Brabazon .79. Good 
trawling ground over of the whole of the Irish Sea, li. 2021. 

Inaccuracy of a statement as to the wholelrish Sea being good trawimg ground Good 
area of the trawling grounds off the Irish Coast, Hoshjn 5,07-5.09- 

5116. 

15. Question as to Ground being trawled out: 

Conclusion that on the eastern coast the gradual decrease ^ fef that the 
awing to the grounds having been over-trawled, Brabazon 1782-1793 Belie! that me 
S le,e Sy oaoglit in large numbers on feeding beds, which have been rooted up 
bv the trawls, ib. 1792. „ , , , 

Statement as ito its bein, lafonitte. .by 

S r„u„ds * D i„ g ,s vS y 
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15. Question as to Ground being Trawled out — continued. 

would soon be trawled out if there were no limit on the number of trawlers, Barry 4514- 
4517.4606-4610.4630. 

Absence of any instance of a fishing ground having been trawled out, Huxley 4938, 
4939- 5 00 7 Impossibility of trawling out a fishing ground, Allman 6037. 

16. Comparative Employment in Trawling and in Long-line Fishing : 

There are about 4,500 men engaged in trawling, whilst there are some 40,000 long-line 
men, Brubazon 1927. 2121. 

17. Other Details and Suggestions generally : 

Disapproval by the Commissioners of the views expressed by Mr. Barry many years 
ago, as inspector, in favour of interference and restrictions to a great extent, WKerlie 

664, 665 Circumstance of trawling being prohibited both in Dublin Bay and Dundalk 

Bay, whereas there are still complaiuts of the scarcity of fish, ib. 734-739 Non- 
objection to trawling outside the bays, ib. 740, 741 Impracticability of keeping up 

trawling as a pursuit on the southern and western coast, if it be entirely prohibited 
within the bays, ib. 743-746. 

Conclusion as to the increase of fish in those places where trawling has been 

prohibited, Brabazon 1926-1929 Reference to forty or fifty fathoms as the extreme 

depths to which trawling could satisfactorily be carried, ib. 1931-1934 Approval of 

the present rules of the Board of Works, on the subject of trawling on the east coast, ib. 

2023. 2183 Improvement of the feeding grounds if not disturbed by trawls, ib. 2030 

• Good effect of the prohibition upon trawling on the east coast, proceedings at law 

being frequently taken, ib. 2122-2124. 2129, 2130. 2183. 

Disposition of witness in 1843 to have adopted some more active interference in the 

matter of trawling than was contemplated by the Commissioners, Barry 4267-4271 

Restrictions have been very generally imposed upon trawling in bays and estuaries, ib. 

4274, 4275 Witness does not believe that trawling actually improves the ground, so 

that the last boat will catch more than the first, ib. 4345-4349 Natural dissatisfaction 

of local fishermen when trawl boats come from other parts, and exhaust the fishing 
grounds, ib. 4476-4481. 

Circumstance of applications for the removal of restrictions always coming from 

trawlers, Barry 4491-4493 Probable reason why trawling is complained of in some 

bays, and not in others, ib. 4506, 4507 Complaint by trawlers that in bad weather 

the existing restrictions are especially prejudicial, ib. 4621. 

Few restrictions imposed by the Board of Works in Ireland as compared with their 

large poweis in the matter, Huxley 4962-4964 Obstacle to large trawlers working 

in narrow ways, ib. 5020-5023. — -Probability of some restrictions being desirable in 
some cases for the protection of shore fishermen, though not really required in the in- 
terests of the fisheries, Hoskyn 5142-5148. 5166. 5198. 5257, 5258. 

1 8 . Conclusions and Recommendations of the Committee : 

Prohibition placed upon trawling in most of the bays and estuaries in which it could 

be successfully carried on, Rep. iv Conclusion as to its being very doubtful whether 

trawling really arrests the further development of the ova, to. iv, v Loss to the 

consumer, of large quantities of fish frequenting bays and estuaries, owing to the preven- 
tion of trawling, ib. v. 

Recommendation that after the expiration of one year after the passing of the proposed 
Act, the existing regulations imposing restrictions on all modes of fishing, except for 
oysters, should cease. Rep. v. 

Recommendation that Government should institute experiments in order to ascertain 
whether other fish besides herrings deposit their ova in bays and estuaries, and if so, 
whether in such situations as to be liable to injury from the action of trawls, Rep. v. 

Suggested regulation, by means of bye-laws, of the distance that trawlers should keep 
from other craft engaged in drift-net fishing for herrings or mackerel, Rep. v. 

See also Bantry Bay. Bear Island. Belfast Lough. Boats and Gear. 
Brixliam. Bye-Laws. Dingle Bay. Donegal Bay and Coast. Drift 
Nets. Dublin Bay. Dundalk Bey. Dundrum Bay. English Fisheries. 
French Fisheries. Galway Bay. Herring Fishery. Long-line Fishing. 
Profits. Public, The. Royal Commission. Scotch Fisheries. Spawn 
and Fry. Steam Trawlers. Swilly, Lough. Waterford Bay and Harbour. 
West Coast. Wexford Bay. 
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V. 



Valentia. Very large 
to the failure of a 
Barry 3539“3545* 



quantity of fish off' Valentia, Andrews 1631, 1632— -Statement as 
fishing station formed several years ago in the island ot Valentia, 



W. 



Less inducement to men to engage in fishing since wages have so much improved, 
' 1 the rate of wages adverted to as a main cause ot 
on the southern and western coasts, Good 2404, 



Wages. 

Brabazon 2 1 62-2 1 67 Increase 1 

240^43^— Sect* of the better demand for agricultural labour in withdrawing 
many people from the fisheries on the west coast, Barry 3326. 

See also Creios of Fishing Vessels. 

Waterford Bay and Harbour. Examination in explanation and defence of the bye-law of 
the Board prohibiting trawling in Waterford Bay by vessels of more than five ton , 
M'Kerlie 443-446. 505-508. , 

Comment on the permission to small trawlers to fish in Waterford Bay, whilst large 
trawlers are prohibited. Good 2456, 2457 Character of the rest 

in the harbour and estuary ; conclusion as to the very injurious effect thereof, a- lat^e 
quantities offish thus escape capture altogether, Stephens '2560, 2561. 2572-2577. *|jf56 
— Capabilities for oyster cultivation along the shores of the harbour and estuniy, le o dl 
impediment through certain provisions in the Oyster Act of 1866, ib. 2094-2596. 

Explanation of the circumstances by which the Commissioners were guided in allowing 
small trawlers to work in Waterford Harbour, whilst large trawlers were prohibited , 
report of Mr. Ffennell and witness on this subject, Barrtj 4190-4292 ; and App. 293. 

See also Nymph Bank. Steam Trawlers. 

West Coast: 

Decline of fishing on the western coast, notwithstanding that the railway has opened 

facilities for conveyance to market, M'Kerlie 634-641 Bad weather on tire coast to 

which it is largely owing that the fisheries there are not flourishing, M Kerne , 63 , 

Sir J. Dombrain 883. 1084. 1085 Large boats required for safe fishing oft the 

coast, M‘Kerlie 801-804. 

Importance of small local companies rather than of large companies for carrying on trawl- 
ino- on the west-coast, Sir J. Dombrain 882-891. 943-957- lMe-ioiQ- uoa— Con- 
templated fitting out in the first instance of row boats, after which, trawling vessels 

might, be obtained, ib. 954-956. 967- 973- 977 Large shoals of herrings and other 

fish occasionally off the west coast, ib. 967-970— -More certain supply of fish neat the 

shore than further out, ib. 967. 1077 Belief that there are no great fishing banks 

along the coast like those of Newfoundland, ib. 1078, 1079 Adequate local demand 

for ail fish taken near the shore, ib. nil, 1112. 

Absence of curing stations on the western coast adverted to in connection with the large 
quantities of fish taken at certain points: ready market for fresh fisn, Andiews 16.8 

1634 1694 1695 Suggestions for the employment on the west coast of a huger and 

unproved description of boats to be fitted out by companies or individuals on the least 

c"a P t, BrabLn Wn-2008. 2,00-2.06 Difficulty on .count of the want of harbour* 

for large boais provided locally, ib. 2008. 2013-2015 Means to be provided on board 

the boats for curing the fish, ib. 2012. 2043 Question whether companies 01 indi- 

viduals could best provide the large boats required, ib. 2044. 

Large quantities of fish off the coast of Galway and Donegal, so that there u 1 great 
scope for the employment of boats with lines and hooks, Good 2269-2287 -Failure of 
an attempt set on (hot after the famine for developing trawling off the coast, lb. 2437, 

0438 -Obstacles to success in sending large vessels to fish off the west coast for a 

short period of the year, ib. 2511-2517. 

Ample and remunerative employment for a much larger number of fishermen oft the 
coast near Bell mullet, if the means were forthcoming, in regard to the piovisions of 

boats, nets, Sic., Savage 2935-2946 Boom for the employment of large boats and 

trawlers off the coast, It being more desirable, however, to encourage the use o nets and 

lines ib ”083-2994 Good fishing ground from lullaghorn Bay to Aclnll Sound, 

there being, however, a great want of boats and gear, iS. 3162-3174 Dissent from 

the opinion of Mr. Neale of the coast-guard that tile quantity of fish on the coast has 

fallen off, ib. 3177-3183- . , , 

Great impediment to fishing between Galway and Loophead on account of the wild 

state of the coast, Barry 3514-3519 Les ‘ capabilities of the western coast than of 
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the eastern coast for constant fishing throughout the year, Barry 3830-3834. 3867— 
3869. 3957- 

Modes of disposal of the fish taken on the west coast in former times, much having 

been salted or cured, Ilart 4173. 4195-4199 Numerous stores and curing stations 

formerly in the Clifden district and along the coast, nearly all of which have disappeared, 
it>. 4173. 4200-4216. 4235-4237. 

Statement upon the subject of large vessels from the east coast going to fish on the 
west coast for a portion of the year : question as to curing on board, Barry 4551, 4552. 

4558-4569 Unfavourable character of the Sligo Coast and Mayo Coast for fishing- 

operations all the year round, Hoskyn 5222-5224. 

See also Blind Harbour. Boats and Gear. Bojin Island. Clifden. Companies. 

Condition of the Fisheries. Employment. Farming and Fishing. Galway Bay, 

Hector , Mr. Herring Fishery. Markets. Piers and Harbours. Sligo Bay 

and Coast. Sun Fish. 

Wexford Bay. Long period for which trawling has been carried on in Wexford Bay? 
whilst the fish are as abundant and large as ever, Good 2464. 

Wexford Harbour. Obstacle to preventing the silting up of Wexford Harbour, Hoskyn 
5272. 

Whiting. Departure of whiting from the east coast for some years, whilst they have 
recently returned in as large quantities as ever, Good 2549. 
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